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KH E king's 3 were no _lefs 
27 sful in the northern than i 
the ſouthern parts of the iſland. 
The very day, on whic the re- 
| bels arr ered at Preſton, was 
rome halls for * e of Dawblaig, 
fought bstween the duke of Argyle, = 
| e 


4 The Hiſtory of EncLany. 
the earl of Mar, commander in, chief of the 
pretender's forces. This nohleman had fe- 
treated to his camp at Perth, when he heard 
that the duke was returned from -Lothian io 
Stirling. But, being now'reinforced by the 
northern clans, under the earl of Seaforth; and 
thoſe of the Weſt, commanded by general 
Gordon, he determined immediately to paſs 
the Forth, in order to join his ſouthern 
friends, that they might march together in- 
to England. Nen "a 
With this view, he advanced to Auchte- 
rdere, Where he reviewed his 119 255 
reſted on the eleventh day of November. 
The duke of Argyle, informed of his inten- 
nion, and being joined by ſome regiments 
of dragoons from Ireland, reſolved to give 
him battle in the neighbourhood of Dum- 
blain. On che twelfth day of the month, he 
croſſed the Forth at Stirling, and encamped 
with his left at the village of Dumbiain, 
and his right towards Sheriff. moor. The 
rebels approached within, two miles of his 
camp, and remained till day-break'in order 
of battle; their army amounting tq nine 
thouſand effective men, cavalry as well as 


Ck. | _— 7 . 
Ins the morning, the duke, hearing 4 
were in motion, drew up his forces, whic 
did not exceed three thouſand fixe hundred 
x 8 ene men, 
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men, on the heights to the north- eaſt of 
Dumblain; but he was greatly outflanked 
both on the right and leſt. The clang that 
compoſed the center and right wing of the 
enemy, with their chiefs, Clanronald and 
 Glengary, at their head, charged the left 
wing of the king's. army, ſword in hand, 
with ſuch impetuoſity, that, in a few mi- 
nates; both horſe and foot were totally rout- 
ed, with great ſlaughter; and general Witham, 
who commanded them, fled at full gallop to 
Stirling, where he declared that the royal 
army Was entirely defeated, . - 5 | 
In this, however, he was happily miſ- 
taken. The duke of Argyle, who com- 
manded in perſon on the right, attacked the 
left of the enemy, at the head of Stair's and 

- Evans's dragoons, and drove them two miles 
before him, as far as the water of Allan; 
though in that ſpace they wheeled about, 
and endeavoured to rally ten times; ſo that 
he was obliged to puſh them hard, that they 
might not be able to recover their ranks. 
Brigadier Wightman, followed, with three 
battalious of infantry, in order to ſupport 
him; While the right wing of the rebels, 
having purſued Witham a conſiderable way, 
returned to the field of battle, and formed 
in the rear of Wightman, to the amount of 
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6 The Hifory of EMO AMD. 
_ The duke of Argyle, returning from the 
reren, joined Wightman, who had faced 
about, and taken poſſeſſion of ſome ineloſures 
and mud walls, in expectation of being at- 
tacked. In this poſture both armies Rood 
fronting each other, but neither eating 4 
renew the engagement; when, night ap 
aching, the duke drew off towards 4 
in, and the rebels retired to Ardoch, 
without mutual moleſtation. Next day, the 
duke, 'marching back to the field of battle, 
carried off the — with four pieces of 
cannon left by the enemy, and retreated to 
Stirling. Few priſoners were taken on either 
ide: the enemy loſt eight hundred men in 
the action, the king s army about two wore 
of that number. 
Soon after, the rebels ſaſtained a more 
| confiderable blow, in the loſs of Inverneſs, 
from Which Sir John Mackenzie was driven 
by Simon. Frazer, lord Lovat, who had hi- 
therto adhered to the pretender's intereſt, 
but now declared in favour of the govern- 
ment. By this means a free communication 
was opened with the north of Scotland, 
where the earl of Sutherland had raiſed a 
ſtrong body of vaſſals. The marquis of 
5 Huntley 2 the earl of Seaforth were 
obliged to-abandon the rebel army, in order 
_t ſecure their own n and, in a * 
dle 
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RGE Tt, l 
tia time, ſubmitted to the king. ; a good 
number of the Frazers, influenced. by the 
example of their chief, lord Lovat, declared 
_ againſt the pretender: the marquis of Tal- 
libardine withdrew from the army to defend 
his on country: and the clans; ſeeing no 
| likelihood of another action, began, as uſu- 

al, to return to: their habĩtations. 
The government was now in a condition 
to ſend: ſtrong reinforcements. to Scotland. 
Six thouſand men that. were claimed of the 
States, by virtue of the treaty, arrived in 
England, and began their march to Edin- 
_ burgh: General Cadogan ſet out for the 
ſame place, together with brigadier Petit and 
fix other engineers; and a train of artillery 
was ſhipped off at the Tower, far that coun- 
try, the duke of Argyle being determined 
to dive the earl of Mar out of Perth, in 
which town he had taken ſhelter with the re- 
mains of his army. K ator vt 
Mean while the pretender, notwithſtand- 
ing the deſperate ſituation of his affairs in 
Scotland, reſolved to try his fortune in that 
kingdom. With this view, he poſted through 
France in diſguiſe, ' and \ embarking in a 
ſmall veſſel at Dunkirk, landed on the twenty- 
* ſecond day of December, at Peterhead, with 
ſix-gentlemen in his retinue, one of whom 
was the marquis of Tinmouth, ſon. Go 
. | | uke 
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8 The Hiſtory of Edt. 
of Berwick. He paſſed through Aberdeen 
incognito to Fetteroſſe, where he was met 
by the earls of Mar and Mariſchal, and a- 
bout thirty noblemen and gentlemen of diſ- 
WW F 
Here he was ſolemnly proclaimed, and 
uſſuming his pretended quality, allowed his 
ſubjects to kiſs his hand; his declaration, p 
dated at Commercy, was printed and diſ- p 
perſed in all parts of that neighbourhood ; 
and here, likewiſe, he received addreſſes 
from the | epiſcopal clergy, and the laity of 
That communion in the dioceſe of Aberdeen. 
On the fifth day of January, he made his 
public entry into Dundee, and on the ſe- 
venth arrived at Scoon, where he ſeemed 
reſolved to ſtay till the ceremony of his co- 
ronation ſhould be performed. On the ninth 
day of January, he repaired to Perth, where 
he reviewed his forces, and expreſſed much 
ſatis faction at the appearance of the men, 
and the form of the Highland dreſs, which 
he had never ſeen before. Job 403 48 
In the evening he returned to Scoon, 
where he began to form, a regular council, 
and to perform ſeveral acts of ſtate. He 
publiſhed ſeveral proclamations; one for a 
.. geveral thankſgiving on account of his ſafe 
arrival; another, enzoining the miniſters to 


Pray for him in chyrches ; a third, eflabliſh- 
1 "I 


GEORG IJ. »» 
ing the currency of foreign coin; a fourth, 
ſummoning the meeting of the convention 
of eſtates; a fifth, ordering all fencible men 
to ir to his ſtandard; and a ſixth, fix- 
ing the twenty- third day of January for his 
coronation. He made a pathetic ſpeech in 
a grand council, at which all the chiefs of 

i his party aſſiſted. They ſeemed, at firſt, 
ö reſolved to make new efforts, and with this 
view began to fortify Perth; but, conſider- 
ing that the king's army was reinforced by 
"the Dutch auxiliaries, and that they them- 
elves were reduced to a ſmall! number, and 
- entirely deſtitute of money, arms, ammu- 
nition, and proviſion, they determined, at 
laſt, to abandon the enterprize. 1 
4 By this time, the duke of Argyle had 
taken poſſeſſion of Burnt · iſland, and tranſ- 
ported a detachment to Fife, fo as to cut off 
the communication of the rebels with 'that 
"fertile: county. On the twenty-ninth-+d 
of January, he began his march tow 
Dumblain, and, next evening, reached Tul- 
libardine, where he received advice, that 
the pretender, and his forces, had, on the 
preceding day, retired towards Dundee. He 
forthwith took poſſeſſion of Perth, and then 
began his march to Aberbrothick, in purſuit 
%% . ˙ fron Þes 
nn : ener 2: 35054 Ihe 
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10 The Hiftery-of Enctianp. 
The pretender, being thus cl rſued, 
was uaded to — on — 2 
| French ſhip, that lay in the harbour of Mon- 
# troſe. He was accompanied by the earls of 
| Marine ee the bed Dramaneds lian 
tenant-general Bulkley, and ' other perſans 
of diftintion, to the number of fev n. 
In order to keep clear of the Englih — 
they ſteered their courſe for Norway, and 
coaſting along the German and Dutch ſhores, 
wrived'in five days at Gravelin in France, 
General Gordon, whom the pretender 
Had left commander in chief- of his- forces, 
with the affiftance of the earl Mariſchal, pro- 
ceaded with them to Aberdeen, where he 
rocured three veſſels to ſail northwards, anti 
take on board about two hundred iperſons, 
who deſigned to make their eſcape to the 
continent. From Aberdeen they —— 2 
their march through Strathſpey and - 
down to the hills of Badenoch, where the 
common men were quietly diſmiſſed, 
This retreat was conducted with ſuch ex- 
pad ition, that the duke of Argyle, with all his 
activity, could not overtake their rear - gun 
which was compoſed of a thouſand ; 
commanded by the earl Mariſchal. Su 


"was the iſſue of a rebellion, which; inftead 
of weakening, ſerved rather to ſtrengthen 
the Proteſtant ſucceflion ; and wee — 

ardly 


68210 0 I. ut 
hardly attended with any other effect, than 
that of involving the principal inſurgents in 
utter rain and deſtraction-. JETTY 
The parliament of Ireland, which met at 
Dublin on the twelfih. day of November, 
emed even more firmly attached, if poſi- 
ble, than that of England, to che preſent 
government, They paſſed hills for recog - 


had procured 
addreſſes to the late queen in favour of Sir 
Conſtantine Phipps, — lord- chancellor of 
Ireland, were obliged to acknowledge their 
-fault; and were cenſured as guilty of a breach 
of ptivilege. 3: 1143 


They deſired the lords juſtices ould ine | 


«proclamation againſt the Popiſh inhabitants 
of Limerick and Galway,. who, preſuming 
upon their on interpretation of the articles 
"granted by king William, claimed an ex- 
emption from che penal ties impoſed by law 
upon other Papiſts. They engaged iy, an 
-affoczation to defend the king and the Pro- 
teſtant ſucceſſion, againſt the pretender and 
all his open and ſecret abettors; and they 

5 reſolved 
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42 The Hiſtory of Exetan. 


reſolved, that whatever forces his myely 
ſhould think fit. to raiſe for that purpo 
they would enable him to — * ex- 
perice of the ſame. 
They voted the earl of Angl 
to the Ling and kingdom, aſs 12 — 
adviſed the queen to break the army and 
_ rogue the parliament, when a bill was de- 
Pending to attaint the pretender ; and they 
addreſſed the king to remove him from his 
council and ſervice : a - ueſt which was 
accordingly granted. e lords juſtices 

nted orders for * the — of 

ntrim and Weſtmeath, the lords Natter- 
Lille, Cahir, Dillon, and other perſons ſuſ- 
pected of diſaffection to the goverament. 
ben they adjourned the * to * 
eighth day of March. 

The king, in his ſpeech to the Britiſh — 1 
liament, which aſſembled on the ninth day 
of January “, ſaid, that” the zeal and affec- 
tion they had ſhewn to his perſon and go- 
- vernment, and the care and vigilance they 
1 oyed in their reſpective counties, 
for the ſafety of the nation, had not only 
anſwered bis moſt ſanguine ex ions, 
but had alſo given him the firmeſt confidence, 
| hat they Were new met, nne to i 

Ae 1 
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„ rene . 13 
with a ſpirit becoming a time of danger, 
and with ſuch vigour, as would end in the 
confuſion of all thoſe, who had openly en- 
gaged in this rebellion, and in the ſhame 
and reproach of ſuch, as, by ſecret and ma- 
licious inſinuations, had fomented, or, by an 
avowed indifference,” encouraged. this trai- 
terous enterprize : that he could not omit. 
taking this opportunity to do juſtice to the 
officers and ſoldiers of the army, whoſe brave 
and faithful diſcharge of their duty had 
contributed to diſappoint the deſigns of the 
enemy, and to ſecure the ſafety of the na- 
tion: that he hoped the preventing the in- 
tended inſurrections in ſome parts of the 
Kingdom, and che defeating the attempts of 
thoſe, who had taken up arms againſt him, 
would have effectually put an end to this re- 
bellion; but that it was certain the enemy, 
animated by ſome ſecret hopes of aſſiſtauce, 
were till endeavouring to ſupport this deſ- 
perate undertaking ; and that he had reaſon 
to believe the pretender was actually landed 
in Scotland : that, nevertheleſs; it was with 
pleaſure he could acquaint them, that, not- 
withſtanding "theſe inteftine commotions, 
Great-Britain had, in ſome meaſure, reco- 
vered its influence and reputation 'abroad : 
that the treaty for ſettling the barrier in the 
Netherlands, was now fully concluded be- 
Vor. XXXIV. B tween 


14 The Hiſtory of ExcLand. 
tween the emperor and the States-General, 
under his guaranty : that the king of Spain 
had agreed to a treaty, by which that valu- 
able branch of the Engliſh commerce would 
be delivered from the new impoſitions and 
hardſhips, to which it was ſubjected by the 
late treaties 5 and would, for the future, be 
eſtabliſhed on a more certain and advan- 
tageous footing, than ever it had been in the 
moſt*flouriſhing time of any of his predeceſ- 
ſors: that a treaty for renewing all for- 
mer alliances between Great Britain and the 
States. General was nearly brought to a con- 
cluſion: that, among the many ill conſe- 
quences of this rebellion, none affected him 
more ſenſibly, than that heavy burden, which 
it muſt neceſſarily bring upon his faithful 
ſubjects: that to eaſe them, however, as far 
as lay in his power, he would freely give. 
up all the eſtates that ſhould become for feited 
to the crown, by this inſurrection, to be ap- 
plied towards defraying the extraordinary 
expence incurred on this occaſion : that it 
as matter of great uneaſineſs to him, that 
the firſt years of his reign, the whole courſe. 
of which he wiſhed to have tranſmitted to 
poſterity diſtinguiſhed by the fair and en- 
dearing marks of peace and clemency, ſhould 
be clouded and overcaſt by ſo unnatural a 
tabellion; which, however impotent and un- 
tucceſsful 
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ſacceſsful it might, by a due care, be ren- 
diered in all other reſpects, yet filled him 
with the deepeſt affliction, on account of 
thoſe calamities, which it had brought on 
many of his faithful ſubjects, and the indiſ- 
. 94 returns of ſeverity, which their ſuf- 
ſerings, and the public ſafety moſt juſtly re- 
_ quired : that, under this concern, it was his 
_ greateſt comfort, that he could not reproach 
Fimſalf with having given the leaſt provoca- 
tion to that ſpirit of diſcontent and calum- 
ny, which had been let looſe againſt him, 
or the leaſt pretence for kindling the flame 
of this rebellion: that thoſe, whoſe fatal 
counſels had laid the foundation of all theſe 
miſchieſs, and thoſe, whoſe private reſent- 
ments and animoſities, diſguiſed under falſe 
pretences, had | betrayed great numbers of 
people to their own deſtruction, muſt anſwer 
ſor the miſeries, in which they had involved 
their fellow-ſubjeRs : that he doubted not, 
but, by the bleſſing of the Almighty, and 
the chearſul aſſiſtance of his parliament, he 
ſhould, in a (ſhort time, ſee this rebellion 
terminate, not only in reftoring the tran- 
quillity of his government, but in procuring 
a firm and laſting eftabliſhment 1 that ex- 
cellent conſlitution in church and ſtate, which 
- it was ſo manifeſtly deſigned to ſubvert : and 
that he hoped this _ and flagrant attempt 
2 in 


we 


16 The Hiſtory of EnGLanDd; 
in favour of Popery, would aboliſh all other 
diſtinctions among them, but of ſuch as were 
zealous aſſertors of the liberties of their 
country, the preſent eſtabliſhment, and the 
- Proteſtant religion, and of ſuch as were en- 
deavouring to ſubject the nation to the re- 


venge and tyranny of a Popiſh pretender. 


Addreſſes of thanks were ſeverally pre- 


ſented by both houſes. The commons de- 
. clared, they thought themſelves obliged, in 


- Juſtice to their injured country, to proſecute, 
in the moſt rigorous and impartial manner, 
- the authors thoſe deſtructive -counſels, 
which had drawn down ſuch miſeries upon 
the nation. They began by expelling Mr. 
Forſter from the - houſe. They impeached 


+ the earls of Derwentwater, Nithſdale, Carn-_ 


wath, and Winton ; the lords Widdrington, 

- Kenmuiry and Nairn, Theſe noblemen be- 
ing brought to the bar of the houſe of lords, 
| . Heard the articles of impeachment read, on 
the tenth day of January, and were ordered 
to put in their anſwers on the fixteenth. 
The impeachments being lodged, the lower 
huouſe ordered a bill to be brought in to con- 
tinue the ſuſpenſion of the Habeas Corpus act 
fix months longer: then they prepared a- 
nather to attaint the marquis of Tullibar- 
dine, the earls of Mar and Linlithgow, and 
lord John Drummond.' - * | 


On 


f 
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Od the twenty- fourth day of January, the 
Eing gave the royal aſſent to the bill for con- 
tinuing the ſuſpenſion of the Habeas Corpus 
act. He told the parliament, that, as he had 
reaſon to believe, when he laſt ſpoke to them, 
that the pretender was landed in Scotland, 
' fo the accounts he had received fince, put it 
beyond all doubt, that he was heading the re- 
bellion in that country, and aſſuming the ti- 
tle of king of theſe realms: that the moſt 
_ effeQual way to put a ſpeedy end to theſe 
. troubles,' would be to make ſuch proviſion 
as might diſcourage any foreign power from 
afiſling the rebels: and he therefore hoped, 
that every fincere Proteſtant, and true Bri- 
ton, would look upon the extraordinary ex- 
pence, which ſuch a preparation migh re- 
' quire, to be the beſt huſbandry ; ſince it 
would, in all probability, prevent that de- 
ſolation and thoſe calamities, which would 
_ unavoidably enſue, ſhould the rebellion | be 
ſuffered to ſpread, and be ſupported by Popiſh 
forces from abroad. Both Later aſſured his 
moſeny of their inviolable duty and affection, 
and of their readineſs to give him their ut- 
- moſt affiſtance againſt the daring preſumption 
of the pretender and his adherents. x 
On the nineteenth day of January, all the 
impeached lords pleaded guilty to the arti- 
cles exhibited againſt them, except the * 
; B 3 T 0 


18 The Hiftoryof Exorann: 
. of Wiaton, who petitioned for a longer 
time to prepare his defence. The reſt re- 
ceived ſentence of death on the ninth day of 
February, in a court erefled in Weſtminſter- 
Hall, where the lord- chancellor Cowper pre- 
fided, as lord. high - ſle ward on the occaſion, - 
- - The counteſs of Nithſdaſe and lady Nairn, 
Watching an opportunity behind a window - 
curtain, while the king paſſed through the 
apartments of the palace, without the cere- 
_ mony of a formal introduction, threw them- 
ſelves on a ſudden at his feet, and, with tears 
in their eyes, imploced his mercy in behalf 
of their huſbands. This abrupt avd irregu- 
lar application could not fail to ſurprize . 
majeſty, and thoſe who were with him ; and 
therefore proved as ineffeQual as ſome others 
which had been made in a more decent and 
becoming manner. The council reſolved, 
that the ſentence ſhould be executed, and 
orders were given for that purpoſe to the 
leatenant of the Tower, = the ſheriffs of 
. London and Middleſex. | 
The counte(6 of Derwentwater, with her 
_ Gter, accompanied by the dutcheſſes of 
Cleveland and Bolton, and ſeveral other la- 
dies of the firſt diſtinction, was introduced 
by the dukes of Richmond and St. Albans, 
into the king's bed-chamber, where ſhe 
implored his majefty's clemency for her un- 
. 5 | : fortunate 


az, Gz OR 8 * . 19 
ſortunate conſort. The king moſt certainly 
- have been affected with theſe moving appli - 
. r be probably, 75 no . 
- wiſely } „that mercy to individuals, is 
. 2 — to the public. What an- 

ſwer the counteſs reteived, was never known 
to the world : it mould ſeem, however, that 
it was not favourable. 2 

She after wards repaired to the lobby of the 
- Hobfe of peers, attended by the ladies of the 
other condemned lords, and above twenty 
others of the ſame quality, and begged the 
interceſſion of the hoaſe ; but no repard was 
paid to the petition. Next day they went 
to Weſtminſter, with a ſtill greater tram than 
ever, and petitioned both hooſes of parlia- 
ment. The commons rejected the ſuit, 
though only by a ſmall majority. : 

From the upper houſe they met with a 
better reception. The duke of Richmond 

delivered a petition from the earl of Der- 

- wentwater, to whom he was nearly related, 
declaring that himſelf would oppoſe his ſol- 
Beitation. The earl ef Derby expreſſed 
ſome compaſſion for the numerous family of 

lord Nairn, Petitions from the reſt were 

1 proven by other lords, prompted by the 

1ame or the like motives. E 
The principal leaders of the Whig pafty 
ſtrongly oppoſed their being read. The 17 

N | * 
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20 TheHifteryof Exot Aup. 
of Nottingham thought this - indulgenes 
might be granted: his opinion had a conſi- 
e eee NW? to the 
5 il, and a to an a : 
| Tis majeſty al reprieve ſuch of bo p 
demned lords as ſhould deſerve his mercy. 
To this petition, the king anſwered, that, 
on this and all other occaſions, he would 
do what he thought moſt conſiſtent with the 
_ dignity of his crown and the ſafety of his 
ople. The earl of Nottingham preſi- 
Nous of the council ; his brother the earl of 
Ayleſbury, chancellor of the dutchy of 
- Lancaſter ; his ſon lord Finch, one of the 
lords of the treaſury ; his couſin lord 
. Guernſey, maſter of the jewel office ; were, 
all of them, diſmiſſed from his majeſty's 
ſervice, ..:* | | | 
Orders were diſpatched for executing the 
_ earls Derwentwater and Nithſdale, and the 
viſcount of Kenmuir, immediately: the 
. Others were reſpited to the ſeventh day of 
March. Nithfdale made his eſcape in wo- 
men's apparel, brought to him by his mo- 
ther, who went to pay him a viſit on the 
twenty- fourth day of February. Derwent · 
. water and Kenmuir were beheaded on 
Tower-Hill. The latter died a member of 
the church of England; the former, of the 
. 'Romiſh church; both of them as 


10 1 = | 
ö | 
þ - 


1 
L 
: 
: 


— —„—-—t— 
r e 
30 


their [political principles. On the fſteenth 
day of March, the earl of Winton was 
. brought to his trial, and being found guilty 
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received ſentence of death. b 
When the king gave his aſſent to the land- 


- tax- bill, in the preamble to which the preſent 


rebellion was charged on the fatal and per- 
nicious counſels of the late miniſters, he in- 


formed both houſes, that his forces had, at laſt, 


obliged the pretender to fly out of Scotland; 


and that he was ſince arrived at Gravelin 


in France; but he did not yet know, whe - 


ther any country, in amity with England, 
would give him protection after having ſo 
gablickly invaded this kingdom : that the 

angers, to Which the nation was expoſed, 
made him determine, that neither the ex- 
traordinary xigour of the ſeaſon, nor any 


. fallacious propoſals of the rebels, ſhould 


divert him from uſing all poſſible endeavours 


towards putting a ſpeedy and effectual end 


to this unnatural rebellion: that the neceſ- 
ſary diſpoſitions were made for raiſing ad- 
ditional forces; but as he ſhould. always 
conſult. the eaſe of his people, as far as 
was conſiſtent with their own ſecurity, he 


could not make uſe of the confidence they 
had repoſed in him, unleſs the refileſs ma- 


lice of his enemies rendered it neceflary to 


proceed with thoſe levies: that he promiſed 


him- 
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himſelf, from the zeal and wiſdom of this 
parliament, that the future happineſs and 
tranquillity of his ſubjects would be efta- 
-bliſhed on a folid foundation, and ſuch 
meaſures taken, as might deprive his ene- 
mies at home of the power (fince that alone 
could deprive them of the inclination) again 
to attempt the diſturbance of his 'govern- 
ment. | 
On the ſeventh day of April, a commiſ- 
fion for trying the rebels met in the court of 
common pleas, when bills of high-treafon 
were found againſt Mr. Forſter, brigadier 
Mackintoſh, and twenty of their confede- 
rates. Forſter eſcaped from Newgate, and 
reached the continent in ſafety: the reſt 
_ pleaded not guilty, and were allowed the 
Toite of three weeks to —.— for their 
trials. The judges appointed to try the re- 
bels at Liverpool, found a conſiderable num- 
ber guilty of high; treaſon. Two and twen- 
ty were executed at Preſton, Wigan, and 
Mancheſter : about a thouſand prifoners ſab- 
mitted to the king's mercy, and peritioned 
for tranſportation. _ * OLIN 
Pitts, the keeper of Newgate, being ſuſpect - 
ed of e e Forſter's eſcape, was 
tried for his life at the Old Bailey and acquit- 
ted, Notwithſtanding this proſecution, which 
| Ought to have doubled the vigilance of the 
1418. N Jailors, 
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Jailors, brigadier Mackintoſh, and his fon, 
Charles Wagan, James 'Talbot, and four 
other priſoners, broke from Newgate, after_ 
having maſtered the keeper and turnkey, 
and diſarmed the centinel. | 

The court proceeded in the trial of thoſe 
that remained: a great number were found 
VS guilty, four or five were hanged, drawn, 
and quartered at Tyburn; and among them 
= William Paul, a clergyman, who, in his laſt 
\ſpeech, | profeſſed himſelf a fincere and true 
= member of the church of England, bat not 
of the revolution ſchiſmatical church 
whoſe biſhops had abandoned the king, and 
ſhamefully.given up their eccleſiaſtical rights, 
by ſubmitting to the unlawfal, invalid, lay- 
deprivations authorized by the prince of 
Orange. It ſhould. ſeem, however, that 
his principles were not firmly eſtabliſhed ; 
ſor in a petition, to the king. after ſentence, 
he declared he ſincerely repented of the 
crime for which he was condemned, and 
from the bottom of his heart aſked pardon 
of God, his moſt ſacred majeſty, and his 
native country. — 7 LS a 7 R 
Though. the. rebellion was extingviſhed, | 
the ſpirit of diſaffection fill continued 10 
prevail. The Jacobites and violent Tories 
Hill barboured an implacable antipathy to 
the preſent government. Enraged by =o 
11 
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diſappointmetit of their late enterprize, 


| they exerted” themſelves with redoubled vi- 


gour in inflaming the jealouſies and diſcon- 
tents of the people; and they flattered 


themſelves, that, at the next election, which 


would ſoon arriye, they ſhould” either be 


able to procure a majority of their own par- 


ty, or at leaſt to raiſe ſuch a ferment in the 


kingdom,” as might lay the foundation of a 


new inſurreAion; and perhaps pave the 


way for a foreign invaſion. ; 

In order to prevent theſe dreadful calami- 

ties, the miniftry reſolved to obtain a repeal 
of the triennial act, and by a new act ex- 
tend the term of parliaments to ſeven years. 


On the tenth day of April, the duke of 
Devonſhire, repreſented in the houſe of 
lords, that triennial elections ſerved to keep 
up party-diviſions; to raiſe and ſoment 
feuds in private families; to produce ruinous 
expences, and give occafion to the cabals 


and intrigues of foreign princes : that it be- 


came the wiſdom of ſuch an auguſt aſſembly, 
to apply a remedy to an evil, which might be 
attended with the moſt dangerous conſe- 


e eſpecially in the preſent temper of 
t 


e nation, while the ſpirit of rebellion flill 


remained unconquered, and ſeemed only to 


wait for a freſh opportunity to diſplay itſelf 
with more uncontrouled violence than ever : 


a 
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t. as the election of a new parliament, 


which by the triennial act was fait approach- 


ing, was the moſt favourable juncture, 
wich the Jacobites could expect, he 
thought it - abſolutely neceſſary to de- 
Prive them of that reſource: and that 
or this purpoſe, he begged leave to ptopoſe 
2 bill for enlarging the continuance'of par- 
liaments,, and deſired that the houſe would 
conſent to its being read. He was ſeconded 
the earls of Dorſet and Rockingham, 
the duke of Argyle, the lord Townſend, 
and other leaders of the Whig- party. The 
motion was oppoſed by the earls of Not- 
tingham, Abingdon, Pawlet, and by all 
the chiefs of the Tory - faction. 
The earl of Dorſet obſerved, that the 
triennial act was a new law, and an altera- 
tion, of the old conſtitution : that, as they 
had by the experience of twenty years, 
found the, many inconveniences attending 
that law, they ought to app! a ſpeedy re · 
medy; that it ſowed the 47 of corrup- 
tion, as was evidently apparent from this cir- 
cumſlance, that great numbers of perſons had 
no other livelihood then that of being employ- 
ed in bribing corporations: that of this ſact 
the nation had lately a fatal proof, ſince, by 
"thoſe methods, the laſt miniſtry protured a 
Parliament. which gave ſanction to moſt of 
their wicked meaſures, and went near to 


„For, XXXIVE OC ſur- 
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ſurrender the 21 and Uberties of the ba. 
tion; that triennial elections denroyed all 
family -interch, and ſabieted the Gate. 
tion 65 the caprice of the multitude : and, 
in a word, A by wean elections, t 

1 had but 6d triennial governm _ 
yy was little better thac no tovernmet 


e lord Carteret owned thar frequent 
parliaments were the beſt ſecurity of the 
ople's rights and liberties ; bat this bill, * | 
Fa, was not againſt frequent ſeffions, but 
againlt frequent . : that they 
2 t maturely to weigh what was ſuggeſted 
In the preamble of bt * that there was a 
„ reſtleſs Popiſh faQtion, defigning and en- 
þ.- deavouring to renew the febellion 58 
in theſe n that of all rebellio 
this laſt was moſt monfrous and un- 
natural ; for all other_rebellions had bee 
carried on under pretences of liberty, where- 
as the profeſſed intention of this lat was t 
Jab flavery: that with regard to our 4 | 
abroad, t though he could riot ſoy ey 
_expefted this bill, yer it was reaſonable 
ſuppoſe, they would be glad to ſee it pass 
jo tg a law; for having found, by ſad expe- 
N 7 that the beſt canesrted enſures 
might be £ greatly lord, by different pat li 
Kae influenced by d. erent miniſtries; ſo 
they had not lone ſecurity for the perfot- 
mance 


- 
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mance of the treaties, which bis majeſty 
was. now... negociating with them, they 
might juſtly apprehend, that, by ſeme po- 
pular ferment excited at a new election, the 
+ whole plan might be totally overturned. 

. The carl of Nottingham declared, that 
* was againſt the bill, becauſe he 4 

would rather exaſperate than quiet the 
minds of the people : that it ſhewed'a dif- 
truſt of the ople,. and an intention of go- 
verning 70 Sy which, in his opinion, ” 


e worſt kind of government : that he be 
ieved no man ways preſume bo inſinuate, 

t his majeſty had no ptoſpect of gainin 
the affeRions of his ſubje&s : that the king 

me in univerſally belayed, and was recei\ 
with the general acclamations of his peo - 
le; and that though he could not affign 
the true cauſe of the preſent diſſatis faction, 
3 ſecret cauſe mult certainly have 
Deen given for it; that be hoped, however, 
the diffatisfaRion of the people was not near 
fo great as had been repreſented : that the 
rebellion, was now, at length, entirely ſup - 
| preiſed ; but, if any ferment yet remained, 
| this bill was a very improper expedient to 
1 allay it, and wa rather rivet the diſaffe&- 
in their t againſt the povern- 
ment, than make them ag their opi- 


aan 4 (hats math eld bo ee ee. 
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tates, the bill might Produce an effekt qultk 
. contrary to what was intended; they might 
be deterred from entering into any engage 
ments with Great- Britain, when informed 
by the preamble to this bill, that the Popiſh 
faction was ſo dangerous, as to threaten de- 
ſtruction to the government: they wo 
apprehend. that the adminiſtration was fo 
weak, as to want ſo extraordinary a provi- 
10n for its ſafety; that the gentlemen” of 
Britain were not to be truſted: and that the 
good affections of the people were reftrained 
'within the limits of the houſe of commons : 
"that this bill, far from preventing the ex- 
pence of elections, would rather increaſe it, 
and encourage every ſpecies of corruption 3 
for the value of a ſeat would always be in 
proportion to the duration ef a parliament ; 
and. the purchaſe would rife accordingly : 
that frequent parliaments were 6 by 
the fundamental conſtitution of the king- 
dom, aſcertained in the practice of man) 
ages: that the reaſons urged for continu- 
ing this parliament for ſeven years, would 
be at leaſt as ſtrong, and might, by the con- 
duct of the miniftry, be made much ſtronger 
"before the end of the term, for continuing, 
and even perpetuating their legiſlative — 
er, to the abſölute Abrersed of the third 
eſtate of the realm: and finally, — 
2 2 bil. 


* 


bill evidently tended to increaſe the power 
of the ſovereign, by furniſhing his miniſ- 
ters with ſuch an excellent opportunity of 
corrupting the members of parliament; but 
that numberleſs inſtances in the Engliſh hiſ- 
tory, concurred to prove, that counſels for 
enlarging- the prerogative, had ever been 
pernicious to the crown. | 3 
He was anſwered by the duke of Argyle, 
who, among other things, ſaid, that he could, 
by no means, agree with the noble lord, who 
ſpoke laſt, either as to the origin or the con- 
cluſion of the rebellion : that, notwithſtand- 
ing the artful ſuggeſtion, that the king bad 
been received with the general acclamations 
of his people, it was, nevertheleſs, certain, 
that, whatever arts were uſed by the laſt mj- 
niſtry to blind and. deceive the people, de- 
figns had been formed to briog in the pre- 
tender, long before his majeſty's acceſſion to 
the throne: that the diſappointment of theſe 
deſigns was entirely owing to providence, 
_ for, had the conſpirators thrown off the maſk 
ſooner, and improved the ferment which 
their emiſſaries had raiſed in the nation, at 
the laſt election, it was extremely probable, 
that their wicked deſigns for defeating the 
Proteſtant, ſucceſſion, had beep regdefed ef- 
fectual: that — wondered, therefore, his 


4prdthip could be puzzled to find out the 
C 3 cauſe 
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cauſe of the preſent diſaſfectlon, as it plain- 
ly proceeded from the falſe repreſentations 
of things and perſons, which had been ix. 
'duftriouſly ſpread abroad, both before and 
fince his majeſly*s arrival: that, with tef- 
me to the allegation of the rebellion's be- 
ng-extinguifhed, he acknowledged, for bis 
own part, be was of à very differeut opinion: 
that the rebels had only removed their head- 
quarters from Perth to Paris or St. Ger- 
mains; but their emiffaries in Great Britain 
were Kill as buſy and inſolent as ever, and 
waited only for 4 freſh pes renew 
Inforre&ion, and favour an invaſion : that, 
as he was not fo well read in hiſtory,” as that 
noble lord, he would conſine himſelf to 
what had oy þ, in his own time; and be 
had obſerved, that his lordſhip had; by turns, 
oppoſed whatever had been offered, either 
for the intereſts of the crown, or the liber. 
ties of the people: that of this aſſertion, 
were it necetfary; he could produce a num+ 
of of proefs; and therefore he was not, 
in the Teaft,, furprized, that there appeared 
already ſo much joy, among a certain party, 
der a repenting finner. -© Several other 
"ſpeeches were made on this occuſion : at 
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"diflike of the Proteſtant ſucceſſion, it became 
rather a matter of neceſſity than choice 9 
"apply an extraordin remedy to" ſuch an 
" M3440 


extraordinary r 
Mr. Hampden, from a ſhort, but accurate 


. 
1 


review of the Engliſhi hiſtory, inconteſſably 
proved, that nothing could be more falſe and 

III. founded, than the opinion, which was com- 
monly received, that triennial parliaments were 
an eſſential part of the Engliſh conſtitution. 
He owned indeed, that uent meetings of 
1 Nalient were to be conſidered in that light; 

at this, he affirmed, was only to be underſtood 

of frequent ſeſſions, not of frequent elections. 

He then undertook” to ſhew, that triennial 
parliaments had been attended with infinits- 
ly greater inconyenienees than thoſe which 
were called only once in ſeven years: that, 
far from checking, they ſerved rather to en- 
courage the ſpirit of venality and corruption: 
and that they kept the nation in a continual 
ferment, the ſpace of three years not being 
ſuſſicient to heal thoſe feuds and animoſities, 
which were occaſioned by each ſueceſſiue 
election. It was alledged, he ſaid, that the 
reaſon of reviving” ſoptennial parliaments, 
"waz, | becanſe the majority of the preſent 
- parliament were Whigs; and though it was 
allowed, that this patliament had acted for 
the ſervice of the king and the nation, the 
1 | proceec 3 
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proceedings of the laſt parliament were ſaid 
to be as deſerving of the good opinion. of 
nis majeſty, and the people, as thoſe of the 
preſerit : that, in proof of this aſſertion, 
it was urged, that the Tories granted the 
civil liſt: that, be ackgowledped, was true; 
but he affirmed, at the ſame time, that, had 
they not granted it, the king would not 
have been ſong without it. 
It was pretended, he obſerved, that the 
king was received with the univerſal accla- 
mations of his people: why had that ſatis- 
faction ceaſed ſo ſoon ? had the king done 
any thing to forfeit the affections of ſo ma- 
ny of his people ? or bad his miniſters ? if 
his miniſters, why had the ſpirit of patriotiſm 
been ſo much wanting in gentlemen, as nor 
to repreſent to his majeſty, or to the- parlia- 
ment, the crimes of thoſe whom he employ+ 
ed in his ſervice ? but if no real cauſe for 
theſe diſcontents had been given, : either by 
the king or his miniflers; =: thoſe, who 
pretended ſuch a zeal for the king and his 
ſervice at his firſt arrival, had acted an hy- 
pocritical part, and meant nothing leſs than 
what they now ſo openly: proſeſſed. That 
they ought to conſider the preſent ſituation 
of the minds of the people; how exaſpe- 
rated one ſet of them were at the neceſſary 
Proſecution of thoſe, who had ſo fatally con- 


certed 
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degree that reſtleſs ſpirit had influenced the 


no means diſpoſed for the buſineſs of an elec+ - 


| nity of diſtracting tach other by elections: 


to the king, and riſen in arms againſt him, 
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certed the ruin of their country; to what a 


people in the late rebellion ; and how induſ- 
triouſiy a falſe and malicious report of the 
church's being in danger, had been propa- 
gated in the nation: that, from theſe and 
other ſymptoms of the ill temper of the na · 
tion, he thought the minds of the people by 


tion, but father for the reſtoration of that 
rms: whom the deladed multitude had 
en taught to regard as the only rightful 
proprietor” of the crown, and as. one, who 
was come to deliver them from all the griey+ 
ances and opprefions, under which they 
| : that the motives, which induced 
im to contend for the bill, were, to diſpoſe 
the people to follow their occupations, by 
taking from them, for a time, the opportu- 


to deprive ſuch as had the will, of the power 
of givipg any pe diſturbance to the govern- 
ment: to prevent anocher rebellion, there be- 
ing juſt as much reaſon to expect one this year, 
as there was the foregoing: to diſappoint the 
treacherous deſigns of thoſe, who had ſworn 


or abetted ſuch as had ; to reſtrain that baſe 
and abjeR ſpirit, which lately . prevailed fo 
far in the kingdom, as to approve of a moſt 
82 | } Igno- 


| 6106 1 1. . 
»notminious conclufion of a ſucceſsful war 
ſo ruinous a : to diſconcert any 
ſcheme that may have been formed by the 
regent of France, or by any other prince 
to diſturb Great-Britain, at a time, when 
elections, or the approach of them, might 


Have raiſed a ferment in the minds ef the 


people: and to procure to the clergy an in- 
cerval from politics, that they may be bet. 
rer able to take care ,of their flocks, in the 
manner which the ſcripture has preſcribed. 
Several other arguments were advanced on 
both ſides of the queſtion. _ At laſt the mat- 
ter being put to the vote, the bill was carri · 
ed by a great majority, and ſoon after receiv. 
ed the royal aſſent. _ a 
The public tranquillity being now re- eſta- 
bliſhed, the king reſolved to viſit his Ger- 
man dominions ; but as he was, reſtrited 
from leaving the kingdom by the act for the 
farther limitation of the crown, this clauſe 
was Tepealed in a new bill, Which paſſed 
through both houſes* without oppofition. 
On the twenty-ſixth day of June his ma- 
eng cloſed the ſeffion with a ſpeech to both 
houſes, in which he told them, that he was 
highly ſatisfied with the proceedings of the 
parliament : that he hoped the wholeſome 
and neceſſary laws they had made, would 
anſwer the great and important ends, which 
] 1 | it 
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it Was evident, they had in view, thoſe of 
defeating the deſigns and ſubduing the ſpirit 
of the diſaffected, and encouraging the 
friends of the preſent eſtabliſhment and the 
Proteſtant ſucceſſion; from all which, he 
thougbt he might reaſonably flatter himſelf 
with the proſpect. of a quiet and ſettled go- 
vernment: that he was confident his con- 
duct in puniſhivg the rebels had been ſuch, 
as plainly DD that he rather deſired to 
leſſen their number by ſoft and gentle means 
than by the rigourous execution of juſtice ; 
but he. was ſorry to find, that the many in- 
ſtances of mercy, which he had ſhewn, had 
produced no other effect, than to encourage 
the Jacobites to renew theit inſults upon hig 
authority and the laws of the kingdom, 
and, in a word to act with ſuch folly and 
madneſs, as if they intended to convince 
the world, that they were not to be e- 
claimed by ſuch methods, as were moſt 
agreeable to his on inclinations ;.that he 
doubted not, but, during the receſs, they 
would employ their utmoſt . endeavours. to 
preſerve the peace of the kingdom, and to 
diſcourage and ſuppreſs all :nanner of. diſor- 
ders; fince, as the firſt ſcene of the late re» 
bellion was opened and uſhered in by tumulis 
and riots, ſo they might be aſſured, that, 
upon whatever pretence theſe were raiſed, they 

would have no other tendency, than to ſup- 
| | port 
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port the ſpirit of a ſaction, who were always 
reſtleſs and unwearied in their endeavours to 
renew the rebellion, and to ſobvert the re- 
Ass, laws, and liberties of their country: 
that he'defigned to make uſe of the ap- 
-proaching vacation to vißt his German do- 
"minions ? and that the better to provide for 
the ſecutity of the kingdom, he had con- 
flituted his beloved ſon, the prince of Wales, 
guardian of the realm during his abſence. 
Joch were the proceedings of the firſt ſeſ- 
- ion of this parliament, which, by its vigour- 
” ous and refolute meaſures, eſtabliſhed kin 
= - George on the throne of Great- Britain, and 
| blaſted all the hopes of the pretender and his 

adherents. . ö 

It was not without cauſe, that the king 
complained of the | infolent behaviour of 
the diſaffected party. On the tenth of 
| Jaue; the anniverſary of the pretender's 
" birth-day, they diſtinguiſhed themſelves by 
wearing white roſes. The Oxonians too, 
could not let ſlip ſuch a favourable opportu- 
nity of diſplaying their principles. They 
+ broke all the windows that were illuminated 
in that city on the king's birth-day, as well 
as ſuch as were not lighted up on the anni- 
verſary of the Reſtoration, They had even 
the infolence to attack ſome officers of the 
army who were peaceably celebrating the 
| King's birth day; and becauſe they met with 
Vot. XXXIV. D a2 
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:a deſerved. tepulſe, they drew up a remon- {| 
. trance, which they. preſented to parhatment. | 
About the middle of June general Mac- 
cartney, who had lately returned to England, 
ſubmitted to a trial for the pretended murder 
of the duke of Hamilton. Colonel Hamil- 
ton, who had formerly depoſed, that he ſaw 
. the general give the duke the wound of 
which he died, now departed from that 
declaration, and only averred, that he ſaw 
the general reach his ſword over the duke's 
6 — The falſity, however, of this aſ- 
. ſeveration was ſufficiently evinced by the 
_ reitimony of two  park-keepers, who / cog 
that they took up the ſwords, when the. ge- 
neral and colonel ran to the aſſiſtance of the 
duke and lord Mohun; and that neither of 
the weapons were ever returned to either of 
the parties. The general was therefore ac- 
quitted of the murder; and was, ſoon after, 
. xeſtored. to his rank in the army, and even 
gratified with the command of a regiment. 
The titles of the duke of York and Al- 
bany, were beſtowed upon the King's. bro- 
ther, prince Erneſt, biſhop of Oſaaburg. 
The earl of Portland was created mar- 
quis of Titchfield and duke of Portland; 
and the duke of Devonſhire conſtituted pre- 
. fident of the council. Theſe promotions 
were attended with unexpected diſgraces. 
The duke of Argyle, and his brother, the 
5 earl 
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ear} of Hay, were deprived of all their 
einploy ments. The removal of theſe noble- 
men was the more ſurprizing, as they had, 
all along, been warm advocates for the Pro- 
teſtant ſueceſſion, had the principal hand in 
. extinguiſhing the rebellion in Scotland, and 
were tirmly attached to the preſent govern- 
ment. harever was the cauſe, certain it 
is, they were not only diſmiſſed from the 
ſeryice ; hut, in order to ſhew that there 
were no hopes of their being reſtored, their 
22 7 75 were diſpoſed of; general Carpenter 
eing appointed commander in chief of the 
forces in Scotland and governour of Minorca ; 
and the duke of Montroſe lord-regiſter of 
Scotland, in the room of the earl of Ilay. 

On the ſeventh day of Jaly the king em- 
barking at Graveſend, landed on the ninth in 
Holland, through which he paſſed incognito 
to Hanover; and thence ſer out for Pyrmont, 
to drin the waters for his health. His 

ief aim in going to the continent was to 
ſecure his German dominions from the king 
of Sweden, and Great. Britain from the de- 
figns of the Pretender. Charles was highly 
incenſed at his Britannick majeſty for having 
joined in the confederacy, which deprived' 
him of Bremen and Verden; and for having 
afterwards purchaſed theſe dutchies of the 
king of Denmark. The pretender, laying 
hold of this opportunity, prevailed upon 
; 5 r | the 
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the Swede to eſpouſe his intereſt, and even 
to form a regular deſign for effeding his ad: 
vancement to the throne of Great- Britain, - 
In order to guard agaioſt ſuck an attempt, 
his majeſty reſolved. to contract alliances 
with foreign potentates. He knew the 
duke of Orleang cheriſhed the ambition of 
aſcending the throne of France, in caſe the 
young king, who was a ſickly child, ſhould 
die without iſſue He was {-okible at the 
ſame time, that Philip of Spain would pow- 
fully conteſt that ſucceflion, notwithſtanding 
his renunciation; and he believed the regent 
would be glad of an opportunity to 
Krengthen his intereſt with the maritime 
Powers of England and Holland, 


He accordingly ſoanded the duke on this 
ſubject, and found him eager to engage in 
ſuch an aſſociation, The treaty was negoci- 

ated by general Cadogan for England, the 
Abbe de Bois for France, and the penſiona- 
xy Heinſius for the States-General; The re- 
gent readily aſſented to all their demands. 
t was ſti pulated, that the pretender ſhould be 
immediately removed from Avignon, to the 
other ſide of the Alps, and never be permit- 
ted to return to Lorrain or France, on any 
pftetence whatſoever: that no refuge ſhould 
be given to the rebellious ſubjects of either 
of the parties: that the treaty of Utrecht, 
with re{pe& to the demolition of Prat. 
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fhould. be fally executed, to the ſatisfaction 
of his Britannic majeſty. Tbe treaty con- 
tained a guaranty of all places poſſeſſed by 
the contracting powers; of the . Proteſtant 
ſucceſſion on the throne of England, as well 

as that of the family of Orleans to the crown n 
of France, excluſive of the houſe of Anjou; 
and a defenſive alliance, aſcertaining the 
proportion of ſhips and forces to be furniſh- 
ed to that power, which ſhould be diſturbed 
by inteſtine commotions or foreign invaſions, 

This treaty was no ſooner known in France 

then it excited t diſcontents among the 
people, who ſaid, - that the regent had ſacri- 
ficed to his on ambitious views, the honour 
and intereſt of the nation, In England too, 
the Tories found. fault with this alliance. 
They alledged, that the ſucceſſion was ſuf- 
ficiently ſecured by.the treaty. of Utrecht; 
nor was there occaſion for ſo many foreign 
troops, which, on pretence of an invaſion, 
might be introduced for very different pur- 
poles. The king and the regent little re- 
garded theſe murmurs, being firmly deter- 
termined to compel the Spaniſh monarch to 
adhere to the renunciation of the French 
crown, which he had formerly made. 

His majeſty was not ſo ſucceſsful in his en- 
deavours to appeaſe the king of Sweden, 
who refuſed to hearken to any propoſals, 
putil Bremen and Verden ſhould be reftored. 
285 _ 
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Theſe the king of England reſolved to keep | 
as a fair purchaſe ;- and be took ſfuch"mea- | 
ſures as might efeQually enable him to | 
preſerve the poſſeſſions of his ne acquiſi- 
ons. * 1 1 p 5 
Mean while the rupture between Sweden 
and Hanover was extremely detrimental to 
the trade of England, and had well nigh 
expoſed the kingdom to another invaſion, 
much more formidable than that, Which 
had ſo lately been deſeated. The Swediſh 
miniſters at London, Paris, and the Hague, 
maintained a correſpondence with the Jaco- 
bites of Great- Britain. A ſcheme was laid 
for Charles's landing on this ifland with a 
body of twelve thouſand men, where he was 
to be joined by the malecontents of the unit - 
ed kingdom: The Swede reliſhed the pro- 
JeR, . which flattered his vanity and revenge; 
nor was it diſagreeable to the Czar of Muſ- 
covy, who was provoked at king George's 
offer to join Charles againſt the Ruſſians, 
* he would renounce all pretenſions 
to the dutchies of Bremen and Verden. | 
His majeſty having received -intimation 
of theſe intrigues, returned to England 
about the latter end of January ;* and or- 
dered colonel Blakeney, with a detachment 
of foot guards, to ſecure. count G 3 
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the 8wediſh ambaſſador, - with all his papers. 
At the ſame time, Sir Jacob Banks, former- 

member ſor Minehead, and Charles 
far, late treaſurer of the navy, were 
taken into cuſtod /. 3 
The other foreign miniſters, alarmed at 
the ſeizure of the — complain- 
ed to the miniftry of this _— committed 
againſt. the law of nations. Th 


e two ſecre- 
taries, Methuen and Stanhope, wrote circular 
letters to them, importing, that, in a day or 
two, they ſhould be — acquainted with 
the reaſons of this extraordinary proceeding. 
They were generally ſatisfied with this inti- 
mation; but the marquis de Monteleone, the 
Spaniſh ambaſſador, replied, that he was ex- 
tremely (orry, that no other way could be 
found to preſerve the peace of the, king- 
dom, than that of arreſting the perſon of a 
public miniſter, and ſeizing all his papers, 
which were the ſacred repoſitories of his 
maſter's ſecrets; and that, in whatever light 
theſe two facts might ſeem to be underſtood, 
they very ſenſibly wounded the law of na- 
tions. This, however, was a mere cavil : 
the law of nations can never authorize apy 
miniſter to 7 an invaſion or inſurrection 
in that kingdom where he reſides ; in ſuch 
a caſe, every. thing. muſt yield to the grand 
8 I 5 
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ſervation. 


Swediſh refidentiary- in Holland, was ſeized 
with his papers at Arnheim, at the. requeſt 
of kin Oates: Sonifadicothe $tates- Ge- 
neral by Mr. Leathes, his mi diſter at the 
Hague. The baron owned, and even boaſi- 
ed, that he had planned the invaſion: a de- 
ſign; he pretended, which was juſtified oy 
the conduct of king George, who had aided 
the princes in confederacy againſt the king 
of Sweden; who had aſſiſted the king of 
Denmark to reduce Bremen and Verden, and 
then purchaſed theſe dutchies of the conque- 
or; and who had, in the courſe of this very 
-- >... Juminer, ſent à ſquadron of . ſhips to the 


2 ---- Baltic, where it joined the Danes and Ruſ- 


fuaans againſt the Swediſh fleet. a4 
65 When- the parliament of Great - Britain 
met on the twentieth day of February, the 
king, in a ſpeech to both houſes, informed 
them, that he flattered himfelf the-ſucceſs, 
which it had pleaſed God to. gite bim, ig 
defeating the late rebelſion, would have ef- 
feQually ſecured the tranquillity of the kiag · 
dom: that, during the receſs of parliament, 
he had not been wanting in his endeavours 
to improve the happy proſpect, by entering 
into ſuch alliances, as he judged moſt con- 

| TH EE RAR is: „ duciye 
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About the ſame time, baron Gorta, the | 


1 
* 
3 


1 
2 
0 

4 


GONG hk , 
decive to mat defirable end; and it was 
with pleaſure he could acquaint them, 
that many defects in the treaty of Utrecht, 
which were . prejudicial to the commerce, 
and even dangerous to the ſecurity of Great - 
Britain, had been remedied by ſubſequent. 
conventions, the happy. cobſequences' of 
which were already Lend) apparent in 
the flouriſhing ſtate of their trade and credit: 
that, by the alliances lately concluded with ' 
France and the States.General, they would. 
ſoon be eaſed of all apprehenfions, from 
Dunkirk and Mardyke; the pretender. was 
removed beyond the Alps; his adhe- 
rents were deprived of all hopes of ſypport 
and cotintenance from France; and even the 
aliiftance of that crown was ftigulated to 
England, in caſe of neceſſity; that it ſeem- 
ed feaſonable to expect, that ſuch a ſituation 
of affairs at home and abroad would have 
covered, from their deluſion, all ſuch of 
his ſubjects, as bad unhappily been ſeduced 
by the craft and wickedneſs of deſperate 
and ill deſigning men, and thereby have af- 
forded him the opportunity, which be fo, 
earneſtly deſired, of following the natural 
bent of his own inclinations to lenity, by 
opening the ſeſſion with an act of grace; but 
ſach was the obſtinate and inveterate ran- 
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2 of all; the principle of ſelf pre- 
rvation-. 5. „ e ee e 
About the ſame time, baron Gortz, the 
Swediſh reſidentiary in Holland, was ſeized 
with his papers at Arnheim, at the. requeſt 
of kin eons: Spnifed to the States · Ge- 
nmeral by Mr. Leathes, is mi diſter at the 
Hague. The baron owned, and even boaſi- 
ed, that he had planned the invaſion: a de- 
ſign, he pretended, which was juſtified by 
the conduct of king George, who had aided 
the princes in confederacy againſt the king 
of Sweden; who had aſſiſted the king of 
Denmark to reduce Bremen and Verden, and 
then purchaſed theſe dutchies of the conque- 
or; and who had, in the courſe of this very 
--). .. Juminer, ſent a ſquadron of . ſhips to the 
Baltic, where it joined the Danes and Ruſ- 
2 Hans againſt the Swediſh fleet. al * 
| When the. parliament of  Great-Britain 
met on the twentieth day of February, the 
king, in a ſpeech to both houſes, informed 
them, that he flattered himſelf the ſucceſe, 
which it had pleaſed God to. give-bim, ig 
defeating the late rebellion, would have ef- 
fectually ſecured the tranquillity: of the king · 
dom: that, during the receſs of parliament, 
he had not been wanting in his endeavours 
to improve the happy proſpect, by entering 
into ſuch alliances, as he judged moſt con- 
a 10 6 0 . i. N n duciye 
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dgeive do that deſirable end; and it was 
with pleaſure he could acquaint them, 
that many defects in the treaty of Utrecht, 

_ which were _ prejudicial to the commerce, 
and even dangerous to the ſecurity of Great 
Britain, had been remedied by ſubſequent. 
conventions, the happy. cohſequences* of 
which were already fu ciently apparent in 
the flouriſhing ſtate of their trade and credit: 
that, by the alliances lately concluded with 
France and the States General, they would 
ſoon be eaſed of all apprehenfions, ' from 
Dunkirk and Mardyke; the pretender. was 
removed beyond the Alps; his adhe- 
rents were deprived. of all hopes of ſupport 
and countenance from France ; and even the 
afiffance of that crown was ſtipulated to 
England, in caſe of neceſſity: that it ſeem- 
ed feaſonable to expect, that ſuch a ſituation 
of affairs at home and abroad would have 

covered, from their delufion, all ſuch of. 

is ſabjects, as had unhappily been ſeduced 
,the craft and, wickedneſs of deſperate 

nd ill deſigning men, and thereby have af 
forded him the opportunity, which he ſo 
earneſtly deſited, of following the natural 
bent of his own inclinations to lenity, by 

| opening the ſefſion with an act of grace; but 
| ſuch was the obſtinate and inveterate ran- 
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cour. of the Jacobite faction, that they had 
again endeayoured to animate and ſtir up ſo- 
reign powers to diſturb the peace of theit na - 
tive country; they would chooſe rather to 
make Britain a ſcene of blood and conſu- 
ſion, and to riſk even the ſubjeing the 
kingdom to a foreign yoke, than relinquiſh ' 
their darling defign of impoſing . a Popiſh 
pretender on the nation: that he had given 
orders for laying before them copies of the 
letters, Which had paſſed between the Swe- 
diſh miniſters on that ſubject, and Which 
contained a full account of the projected in- 
vaſion: and that he promiſed himſelf, from 
their known zeal and affection to his perſon 
and government, that they would come to 
ſuch reſolutions, as. would enable him to de- 
ſeat all the deſigns of his and their ene- 
4 From the letters of the Swediſh miniſters 
it appeared, that a deſign , was formed for. 
4 dethroning king George, and was conducted 
in ſuch a manner, as could hardly fail of 
ſuccels. Artful papers were publiſbed to 
n the i e be 
eople : the preſent tranquillity, enjoyed 
1 Britain, 85 to be Af. a hen ir 
obtaining a reduction of the national troops, 
and the diſmiſſion of the foreign forces : 
ſhips, hired in different ports, were to yo 
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afſembled at Gottenburgh by the end of 
March, when the eaſtern winds uſually blow : 
on board of theſe a body of eight thouſand 


Swediſh foot and four thouſand horſe were 


to be embarked, with artillery, arms, and 
ammunition for fifteen thouſand more: mo- 
ney was advanced by the Jacobites in Bri- 


tain for defraying the expence of this ar- 


mament: and the whole party held them- 


ſelves in readineſs to riſe on the firſt notice. 


All theſe preparations, however, were hap- 


pily rendered uſeleſs by the timely diſcovery 
of the plot. 


Loyal addreſſes were preſented to his ma- 
jeſty by the two houſes of parliament, the 
convocation, the diſſenting miniſlers, and 
the univerſity of Cambridge. The lords 


. congratulated. the king on having, by his 
late treaty with France and the States-Ge- 


neral, recovered, in a great meaſure, thoſe 


advantages, which might have been ex- 


ected from a glorious and ſucceſsful war, 
but were baſely given up by a treacherous 


and diſhonourable peace; and expreſſed their 
borror and indignation at the malice and in- 
gratitude of thoſe who had again endea- 


voured to embroil their country in blood and 


 confulion, The addreſs of the commons 


ran in the ſame train. oh 
The 
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The convocation, among other things, 
ſaid, they bad ſeen, in the late declara- 
tions of ſome of theſe men, (meaning the 
Non-jurors) who, neyerthelefs, called them 
Proteſtants, What they muſt look for, ſhould. 
ever a Popiſh prince be placed upon the 
throne - of Great- Britain : that, while theſe 
men allowed to the eſtabliſhed clergy no bet- 
ter a character than that of ſchiſmatics and 
heretics, of men cut off from the commn- | 
nion of Chriſt's, church, and all hopes of 
ſalvation 5 what could be expected from pro- 
feſſed Papiſts, who, whatever the Non-jurors 
might pay. Fa accounted no better of them 
than they did of the eſtabliſhed clergy, but 
that both of them ſhould be 1 ce in one 
common and undiftingurſhed run. 
The diffenters declared, they thought it 
their peculiar honour, that their firict ad- 
herence to the illuſtrious houſe of Hanoyer, 
before his majeſty's acceſſion, and their loy- 
'alty,to it ever fince, had drawn upon them 
0 much of the fury and reſentment of their 
fellow-ſubjeQs * that they were not conſcious 
of any thing elſe that could expoſe them to 
this calamity ; their principles being; as they 
apprehended, the moſt friendly to mankind, 
and amounting. to no more than a general 
toleration to al ble ſubjeQs : that they 
neither expected nor deſired any thing, that 
ought 
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eugbt to give rhe leaſt diſtorbance to thoſe - 
of the eftabliſhed' church; they only wiſhed, 
chat; under lis majefly,' as the common fa- 
ther of all his toys people, choſe of theit 

aſion might not want the capacity, as, 
they hoped, his majeſty ſhould find, they ne- 
ver wunted the inclination, to promote the 
true intereſt - of the Proteſtant religion, and 
the real welfare of their country. n 
T be univerſity of Cambridge, among other 
expreſſions of loyalty, acknowledged the 
king to be their only rightful and lawful ſo- 
vereign. Bat the Oxonians, it ſhould ſeem, / 
were of a different opinion.” At à meeting 
of the vice-chancellor, and heads of that uni- 
verſity, a motion was made for an addreſs 
to the ing on the ſuppreſſion of the late un- 
natural non; his majeſty's ' ſafe re- 
turn; and the favour lately ſhewn to the uni- 
verſity, in omitting, at their requeſt, the 
ceremony of burning in effigy the devil, the 
pope, the pretender, the duke of Ormond, 
the earl of Mar. and others, on the anni- 
verſary of his majeſty's acceſſion. | 
+ The motion was oppoſed by the high-fly- 
ing Tories, Who ſaid, that the rebellion had 
been lang ſuppreſſed : that there would be 
no end of addreſſes, ſhould one be preſented 
overy time his majeſty returned from his Ger- 
men'dominions : that the late fat our they 
Vol. XXXIV. E had 
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had 2 was overbalanced by N 
regiment o dragoons quar tered u mem: 
and that there was no precedent; for addreſ- 
fiog a king upon his return from his German 
dominions. Theſe arguments, however fri- 
volous, and even ſome of them invidious, were 
ſufficient to. influence the majority, and the 
motion was accordingly d. . 
They alledged, that no regard had been 
paid to their remonſtrance touching the riot 
raiſed in that city, by the ' ſoldiers chere 
red, on pretence that the anniverſary 
of the prince's birth-day had not been cele- 
brated with the uſual rejoicings. Affidavits 
had been ſent up to the council, both by the 
magiſtrates and the officers of the regiment, 
When the houſe of lords deliberated upon 
the ſtate of the army, ſome of the Tory 
peers complained of their licentious. beha- 
viour at Oxford ; and moved, that ao inquiry 
ſhould' be made into. the late riot. The more 
ſenſible noblemen of that party oppoſed the 
motion, conſcious that ſuch a ſcrutiny would 
turn out very little to the honour of the univer- 
fity. But the Whig lords inſiſted on the matter's 
being examined; and an addreſs was accor - 
dingly preſented to the king, defiring, that 
the papers relating to the tumult might be 
laid before the houſe. Theſe being peruſed. 
; | | were 


— 
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| * ſeveral member of the univerſity, 
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wers found to be recriminations between the 
 Oxovians and the officers of the regiment. 

MA warm debate enſued, in the courſe of 
Which the archbiſhop of York, the . biſhops 
of Rocheſter and Cheſter; the duke of Bucks, 
the cart of Abieogdon, the lords Harcourt, 
Trevor, and North and Grey, endeavoured to 
Juſtify the univerſity, by alledging, that, for 


forty years paſt, they had not-celebrated the 
nl. 9 prince of Wales, or even of 
the prince upon” the throne, by public re- 


Joicings :- that the univerſity had a method 
of e ng their loyalty, more conſiſlent 
with the dignity of their founders, and the 
vity of their own characters, than by il - 
minations, bonfires, and — of guns: 
t, in regard to the mayor and magiſtrates 


of Oxfotd; they had this to plead in their 


excuſe, that they were ignorant it was the 
prince's — > and that it appeared 


_ Plainly, from their affidavits,” that the riotous 


ngs were occafioned by the inſolence 
and rude behaviour df the ſoldiew, encou- 


ed themſelvey # The Conftitution 


* club” and” by the negle& of the com- 


manding officers of the regiment, in not iſ- 


ds 


ſuing proper orders to ſuppreſs the difturb- 


Aue, 
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- Theſe allegations were entirely x by 
"ths — the, duke f KI . 
the earl of Sunderland, the lords 5 
- Parker, Toynſend, and Cadogan, Who . 
firmed; that the conduct of che univerfity 
had been very different from- what hat it bad 

been repreſented: that, in the, reigus of 
Charles the ſecond, and James the 2 

they had expreſſed their loyalty OE 
 traordinary manner, and had made ſuch | 
advances towards , countenancing- an 
mited power in the prince, that,. if provi- 
dence had not miraculouſly interpoſed, they 
would, as far as in them lay, have deſfroyed 
the liberties of their country; that the ag | 


reſpect they had ſhewn to the prince” 
was manifeſt, inaſmuch as the major de 
regiment had,” about ten in 3 
gone to the mayor, and complained o 4 07 N. 
not having paid ang regard to the . 
ringing of the bells; to which 4505 
the mayor returned a ſhuffling anſwer,” im- 
porting, that he did not know it to be the 
regent's birth-day : that, upon this, 
the m major 0 tlg him, that he would draw out 
the regiment, to celebrate the day with pro- 
* rejoicings, which he accordingly id;- 
that the mayor, inſlead of joining bit 
in the feſtivity, blocked up the ſtreets wi 
r vaſt croud „% ——_—s" 
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the foldiers on their march, and gave 
| opprobrious language, exclaiming ſe- 
veral times, down with the roundheads: 
that they, proceeded ſo far in their inſults, 
as to. throw, dirt and ſtones, at the ſoldiers, 
and even attempted to diſarm ſome of them: 
and, in 2 5 that all the other allega- 
tions contained in the affidavits of the offi- 
cCers, ſeemed equally well-founded... 
During the debate, the earl of Abingdon 
offered a petition from the vice chancellor 
of the univerſity, and the mayor and magiſ- 
trates of Oxford, praying to be heard. To 
this it was anſwered, that, as the houſe was 
in 2 grand committee, it was irregular to 
 geceivs any petitions. In order to obviate 
this objection, a motion was made, that the 
chairman ſhould have the chair; but this was 
Jikewiſe carried in the negative. 

The debate was accordingly reſumed, and 
the houſe agreed. to the oats reſolu- 
£0ns ; that the heads of the univerſity, and 
he mayor of the city neglected to make pub - 
lic rejoicings on the prince's birth. day: that 
che officers having met to celebrate the day, 

he houſe in which they were, was aſſaulted, 

Aud the windows broken by the rabble: that 

this aſſault was the beginning and oceaſion 

of the riots which enſued: that the conduct 

of the major ſeemed well juſtified by the afh- 
E 3 eee 
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davits produced on his part: that che 
ing and publiſhing the depoſitions, . 


KEY 
Wen 
which the complaints relating to the riots 
at Oxford were founded, while that matter 
was under the examination of the lords of 
the committee of the council, was irregular, 
diſreſpectful to his royal highneſs, iu Teend- | 
ing to ſedition. yoo e 
The commons, taking into confideration 
the ftate of the nation, paſſed a bill, prohi- 

biting all commerce with Sweden ;. a branch 
of trade, which, however valuable to the 
Engliſh merchants, was willingly ſacrificed 
by the people in general, who were mgny 
incenſed at the pſot formed by the Swediſh - 
miniſters. * The ' houſe voted ten thouſand 
men for the fervice of the enſuing year; 
granted near a million for the maintenance 
of guards, garriſons, and land forces ; and 
paſſed the bill relating to mutiny and deſer- 
tion,” by which the ſoldiers were exempted 
from arreſt for debts. ', They likewiſe voted 
twenty-ſeven thouſand pounds for the pay- 
ment of four battalions of Munſter, and two 
of Saxe-Gotha,' which the king had taken 
into his. ſervice, to ſupply the place of ſuch, 
as, during, the rebellion, might be drawn 
from the garriſons of the States-General, to 
the afbflance*of England. For raiſing the 


. — 


: 
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" fopylies' they "allotted 3 land-tax of three 
fillings in the pound, and the malt-tax. 
= Ad a ſums teten by ide rommons were 
Hot deemed ſufficient tor the expences of the 
year, Mr, ſecretary Stanhope brought a meſ- 
{age fron! bis majeſly, demanding an extra- 
- ordinary ſupply, that he wm; e the better 
enabled to ſecure his kingComs 1.0 the 
danger with which” they were threaten 
from Sweden; and he moved that a ſopply 
could be granted to his majeſty for this pur- 
poſe. This unexpected meflage gave occa- 
on to 4 violent debate“ Mr, Shippen ſaid, 
it was a great misfortune, "that ſo wiſe and 
excellent a prince as his majeſty, was as lit- 
tle "acquainted with the methods and forms 
of parliamentary proceedings, as with the 
language of the country: that, if he had 
known either, he would not have ſent ſuch 
a meſſage, which he was ſure, was unpar- 
liamentary and unprecedented ; and a 
peared to have been penned by ſome fo- 
reign miniſter, and then tranſlated into Eng- 
lim: that,  fince the king's happy acceſſion 
to the throne, they had often been told, that 
His majeſty had retrieved” the honour and 
reputation of the nation; a'truth, which ma- 
nifeſtly appeared in the flouriſhing condition 
of trade; but that the reaſons urged for 
grantivg this ſupply, ſeemed te be _ 
ent 
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ſent with thoſe glorious advantages, which 
his majeſty had obtained for his people and 
finally, that he could nat kelp being of epi- 
nion, that, if the ne-» alliances to be con- 
tracted, were ſuch, as could only be obtained 
by ſubſidies, the nation would never þe ſe- 
cured by ſuch meaſures ; for, Whenever ſo- 
reigners began to talle the ſweets of ny 
money, they would adhere to the intere f 
Great-Britain no longer, than his majeſty 
mould continge to ſupply their neceſhties, - 
Mr. Hungerford, Who ſpoke on the ſame: 
ſide of the queſtion, declared, that, for hi 
part, he could not underſtand what occafion 
there was for new alliances ; much leſs, tha 
they ſhould'be purchaſed with money: a 
that it muſt needs be very ſurprizing to the 
whole world, that a nation fo lately the ter- 
ror of France and Spain, ſhould now ſeem ta 
fear ſo inconfiderable an enemy ay the king 
of Sweden; eſpecially while the nation h 
ſo 2000s fleet at ſea, and ſo great an army 
at an | by as 42 +: is » 4 * Wen 

Mr. Stanhope ſaid, that he was ſorry ta 

bear gentlemen grow ſo warm upon a ſub: 
ject of this nature: that the king was 3 
2 of ſuch. integrity and honour, and 
ad already gwen. ſuch convincing proofs of 
bis tender cats far the true intereſt. of the 
menen 
4:54) ang wWidom 


= 


—_— 


ET TI” nw, 


# 1 GEO RN OE e 57 
| wiſdom in this matter: and thereſore be 
was of opinion, that the meſſage would be 
oppoſed by none, but ſuck as either, were 
not the king's friends, or elſe ſuſpected the 
honefty of his miniſter s, 4 
This imprudent reflection gave great of- 
fence. to ſeyeral members, particularly to 
Mr. Lawſon, who replied, that he was ſur- 
= prized ta hear ſuch unguarced expreſſions 
= fall from that worthy and honourable gentle - 
= man, for whom, he was ſure, the whole houſe 
10 very great regard; but that, fince he 

thought fit to expreſs bimſelf ſo openly, 
he hoped he might well be jufttfied in laying, 
that, if every member of that houſe, who uſed - 
freedom of ſpeech on any ſubject of debate, 
and bappened not to fall in with the views 
of the miniſters, muſt be accounted an ene- 
my to the king: he knew not any ſervice they 
were capable of performing to their country in 
parliament: and therefore he conceived, 
they had nothing elſe to do, but to retire 
to their country-ſeats, and, leave the king 
and bis miniſters to take what they ꝓleaſed. 
The motion was ſapported by Mr. Boſ- 
wen, Mr. Horace Walpole, - Sir Gilbert 
Heathcote, and others ; but ſome of 
Whigs ſpoke againſt it; and Mr; Robert 
Walpole, was filent, The ſpeaker, and 
Ur, Smith, one of the tellers of the exche- 
"5 quer, 
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ger, ' obſerved, that though they were 
willing to ont a ſupply, they yet diſ- 
883 this unparliamentary method 
demandin 2 it. The former . propoſed, 
that part of the army ſhould” be diſbanded, 
and the money, thereby ſaved, . applied to- 
wards making good ſuch new engagement, 
as were deemed neceſfary to be contracted. 
Bit the danger and imprudence of ſuch an 
expedient was Tiffictently demonſtrated by 
2 Mordaunt and others. After ſeveral 
eceſſive debates, the reſolution for a ſupply 
was carried by a majority of four voices, 
From the firong oppoſition to this mea- 
fare it evidently appeared, that the miniftry 
was divided within itſelf. Lord Townſend 
Rad been deprived of the office of - ſecretary 
of fate, by the intrigues of the earl of Sun- 
_derland ; and he was now diſmiſſed from the 
ace of lord lieutenant of Ireland, Which he 
obtained upon his removal from the for- 
mer. Mr, Robert Walpole” reſigned; bis 
 Þoſts of firſt commiſſioner of the treaſury. and 
chancellor of the exchequer ; and his exam- 
ple was followed by Mr. Methuen, fecretary 
of fate, and Mr. Pulteney, ſecretary at 
war, OA "of ip. Ih gs 
Wben the affair of che ſupply was reſum- 
ed in the houſe of commons, Mr- Stanhope 
moved, that the ſum of two hundred 25 


.. Gxondasil > 5g 
5fty thouſand pounds ſhould be granted to 
15 majeſty 3 him to make good 
ſuch — 9 as be might think proper 
to copiratt, Mr. Pulteney obſervsd, that, 
if he had not yet ſaid any thing opon this 
ſubject, the reaſon was, that he thought it 
inconſiſtent with decency to oppoſe a motion, 


| which came from the court, while he had 


the honour to be his majeſty's immediate 


= ſervant; but that having reſigned his place; 
de might now act with the freedom becom- 


ing. an Engliſhman : that he diſapproved 
of the manner of granting the ſupply, as 
unparliamentary and unprecedented : that 
he could not poſſibly perſuade himſelf, that 
any Engliſhman adviſed bis majeſty to ſend 
ſuch a meſſage; but he doubted not, but 


the reſolution of a Britiſh parliament would 


make a German miniſtry tremble, He was 
ſeconded by the lord Finch, who alledged, 
that the meaſures, which were now purſu- 
ed, were likely to engage the nation in a 
quarrel. with the Czar of Muſcovy, 1 
Mr, Stanhope made a ſpeech, in which he 
vindicated the king and his miniſters both 
with regard: to the Czar and the king of 
Sweden, With reſpe& to the former, he 
obſerved, that the coldneſs, which bad of 
late appeared between the king and the 
Czar,  proceeced from his majeſty's refuſing 


:, 
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to guaranty — monarch's conqueſts, | and 


from his prefling him to withdraw his troops 
from W — y of Mecklenbur ag: that, 
with regar@ to the fir&-particalar, bis maje- 


ſty's conduct deſerved the a plauſe and 
thanks of a Britim partament, inaſmuch 
as it ſhewed, that he was cautiohs not to eu- 
gage the nation in wh quarrels : that 
this, indeed, had been his ptincpal care 
ever ſince his happy acceſſion > the throne ; 
and he could now take upon him to affure 2 
them, that Great-Britain was entirely free 
from any engagements, and at full liberty i 
to follow ſuch meaſures, as might beſt {uit her 
iatereſt: that, with relation to the inſtances, 
which his majeſty had made to the Czar 
to procure a removal of the Rufflan troops 
from the dutchy of Mecklenburg, he had 
ated in that matter, as an elector and prince 
of the empire : that he was perſuaded all 
the members of that honourable houſe would 
agree with him in admitting, that his maje- 
ſty's character, as king 1 Gear ale, 
was never underſtood to tie up his hands 
with reſpect to his intereſts in Germany : 
that, beſides,” he muſt defire them to re- 
member, that, long before his majeſty's ac- Wl 
ceſſion to the crown, Great- Britain was en- 
gaged in tri union with the emperor and W 
8 and therefore if, by virtue of an- 


tient 


fas 


n >: PR - 


8 8 w- 


Ms mt 


— — 


— — 


_ 


9 eds” | a * 
- Ly 
# 


Gord Ll #r 
alliances, the emperor or ſhould require 
reat Britain to make thoſe inſtances with 


dec, which the king bad made ohly as 


r ö Hanover,” the Engliſn could not 


refuse to comply with his requeſt : that, 
= with regard to weden, the king's conduct 


wan not only blameleſs and irreproachable, 
but even worthy of the higheſt praiſe: that, 


© in the" reign of the late queen, Great- Bfi- 


tin bad in terpoſedd ber mediation to pro. 
cure a neutrality in the north, by which the 


1 — of Sweden might have preſerved his 


poſſeſſions in the empite: that the regency 


of Sweden agreed to this expedient; but 


his $Swedjſh majeſty rejected it with diſdain, 
declaring he would conſider all thoſe as his 
enemies,  who-ſhould pretend to reſtria him 
to ſuch a neutrality : that, during the whole 
courſe of that negociation, the king, then 
elector of Hanover, had employed all his 


4 88 in favour of Sweden; bot that 


theſe 3 been rendered ineffectual by the 
obllinacy of hu Swediſh majeſty ; and the 
king of Denmark having, by the fortune of 
war,  reconquered the Tat ies of Bremen 


and Verden, his majeſty, as elector of Ha- 


nover, had purchaſed theſe territories with 


"His own money at à very high price: that, 
although it was never his majeſty's intention 
10 enga | S F a war to'ſaupport 


theſe 


Vor. 5 V. | 
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_ theſe acquiſitions; yet, if , gentlemen would 
take the trouble to caſt their eyes upon de 
wap and examine the ſituation 222 
and Verden, he hoped they world not det 
it a matter of indifference, who was poſſeſſpr 
of thoſe two dutchies, but would agree 
with him in thinking, that their being in 
the hands of his majeſty. was more conducive 
to the, intereſt of Great-Britan, than if they 
were in the hands either of the Czar, who 
already gave but too much jealouſy to the 
empire, or in thoſe of the king of Sweden, 
who had endeavoured to excite a rebellion in 
Britain, and continued to harbour the En- 
glich rebels. OY 
This vindication was deemed 3 
by moſt of the members. Neverthel 
Mr. Smith thought proper to make a kind 
of reply. He ſaid, ae he did not pre- 
tend to be thoroughly acquainted with the 
foreign concerns of the nation, he would 
not undertake to reſute the allegations. of 
the ſecretary ; but that if an eſtimate of che 
conduct of the miniſtry in relation to affairs 
abroad was to be made by à compariſon, of 
their conduct at home, they would not ap- 
pear altogether ſo faultleſs as they were re- 
preſented. Was it not a miſtake,” adc- 
ed he, not to preſerve the peace at home, 
after the king bad ended the .thrane 
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wich the univerſal applauſe and joyful ac- 


F 


„ clamations of all his ſubjects? Was it 
% not a miſtake, upon the breaking out of 
*# the rebeition, not to iſſue a proclamations 
«« to offer pardon to ſuch as. ſhould return 
«© home peaceably, according to the cuſtom 
«© on former occaſions of the ſame nature? 
«« Was it not a miftake, after the ſuppreſ- 
„ ſion of the rebellion, and the trial and 
«© execution of the principal authors of it, 
« to keep up animoſities and drive people 
to deſpair, by not paſſing an act of in- 


demnity; by keeping ſo many perſons 
% in hard and — ———— and by 


them any means to fubſiſt? Is it not a 


«> granting freedoms to ſome, without leav- 
ce ng 


ce miſtake, not to truſt to à vote of parlia- 


% ment for the making” 


good ſuch engage- 


«© ments as his majeſty ſhalt think proper to 
*© enter into; and, inſtead of that, to inſiſt 
on the granting this ſupply in ſuch an ex- 
« traordinary manner ? Is it not a miſtake, 
« to take this opportunity to create diviſtons, 
and render ſome of the kin 
««-ſuſpeted and obnoxious ? Is it not a miſ- 
„take, in ſhort, to form parties and cabals, 
in order to bring in a bill to repeal the act 


„ againſt occaſional conformi 


Theſe objections were an 


Harington Shute, „ among other thin ge, 


fo 


s beſt friends 


* 


ob- 
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obſerved, that his majeſty, indeed, was ge- 


cejved with the univerſal applauſe of all his. 
ſubjeQts ; but that it was evident, from the. 
ſucceeding events, that the joy, exprefied » 
by ſonte of them was by no mean fincere: 
that the rebellion, which afterwards brake 
out, waz owing, not to the ill conduct of the 
miniſtry, but the inveterate prejudices of 
thoſe, who, rather than not impoſe a Popiſh, 
[ER on the nation, would willingly 

ve ſacrificed the liberties, civil and reli. 


giou of their..country ;. and that he was 
urprized to ſee a, gentleman, who, he was 
ſure, condemned fat rebellion 'as much as 
any member of the houſe, endeavour to 
vindicate the rebels by throwing the blame 
upon thoſe who. were entirely innocent : 

t his majeſty, it was owned, immediately 
after his acceſſion, had made ſeveral changes 
in the miniſtry; but, in all theſe he had 
followed the rules of prudence, juſtice, and 
8 ' inaſmuch as he had advanced 
_ - thoſe, Who, in the worſt of times, had 
given undoubted proofs of their affection and 
attachment to his intereſt, in the room of 
ſuch, as had been preferred, in the laſt reign, 


as. the fitteſt inftruments to deflroy. the 
Proteſtant ſaccefſion, . even before it took 
Place, and had fince been engaged in open 
reellion againſt his majeſty that as io the 

EST: » 3 Other 
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other miſtakes charged upon the miniſtry, 
7 gt be reduced to theſe two; the not 
paſſing an act of indemnity ; and the deſign 
$5 repeal the bill againft occafional confor- 
mity: that, with reſpe& to rhe firſt, men 
Were divided in their ſentiments about it; 
and conſidering the refllefs ſpirit of the dif- 
contented party, it was hard to determine, 
whether an indemnity was the beſt way to re- 
claim them, inaſmuch as it was notorious, 
that the repeated inſtances, of 7 0 
which his majeſty had ſhewn fince his acceſ- 
Gon, had been abuſed and deſpiſed: that 
touching the repeal of the act againſt the 
difſenters, nothing, in his opinion, was either 
more jult or reaſonable; and he could not 
but wonder, that a gentleman, who had 
been turned out of his employment in the 

| laſt reign, and reftored to it in the preſent, 
= ſhould account it a miſtake to give caſe and 
fatisfa&ion' to the undoubted friends of His 
. eee 
Several gentlemen, it ſeems, had had 

me private metings in order to concert 
eaſures for procuring a repeal of the oc- 

onal bill; and it was to theſe ggeetings 

that Mr. Smith alluded, ' when he talked of 
arties and cabals. Mr. Shute was ſeconded 

y Mr. Stanhope, who obſerved, that 
though he had * honour to ſerve his ma- 


* 
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jeſty ever ſince his acceſſion to the thronds - 
yet, as there were ſeveral perſons, who hada 
greater ſhare than bimſelf in the adminiffra- 
tion of affairs, ke would leave it to them 
to juſtify their own conduct; but that, ne- 
vertheleſe, he would clear up a principal 
point, by aſſuring the houſe, that he had, 
10me time ago, received the king's orders to 
draw up an ad of indemnity. After 'a 
long debate it was carried by a conſiderable 
1 that the ſum demanded ſhould be 
granted to his majeſiy. a 
The miniſtry now underwebt an almoſt 
total revolution. The earl of Sunderland 
and Mr. Addiſon were appointed ſecretaries 
of ſlate ; Mr. Stanhope became firſt commiſ- 
ſioner of the treaſury, and chancellor of the 
exchequer : Mr. Craggs was declared ſecre- 
tary at war: the earl of Berkley was conſti- 
toted-firft, commiſſioner of the admiralty, in 
the room of the earl of Orford, who refign- 
ed: the duke of Bolton obtained the go- 
vernment of Irelaud; and was ſucceeded in 
the poſt of lerd-chamberlain by the duke of 
Newcaille: the duke of Devonſhire reſigned 
his place of preficent of the council. 
Qn the ſixth day of May, the king going 
to che houſe of peers, informed the parlia- 
ment, in a ſhort ſpeech, that the fleet under 
Sir George Byng, which had ſailed to the 
Baltic to obſerve the motions of the Swedes, 
was 


ee enn , 
was ſafely arrived in the Sound; an event, 
which, he hoped, would effectually ſecu 
the kingdom againſt any immediate danger 
of an invaſion : that this hkewiſe afforded 
him an opportunity of making a conſiderable 
reduction in his land- forces; an opportunity. 
which he embraced. with the greateſt plea- 
ſure, having eftabliſhed it as a rule with him- 
ſelf, to conſult, in every thing, the eaſe of 
his people, às far as was confiſtent with their 
ſafety ; und, for his own part, as he ſhould 
always place his greatneſs/ in the | proſperity 
of his ſubjects, fo ſhould he ever defire that 
bis power might be ſounded- in their affec- 
tions: That, for theſe reaſons, he had given 
orders for the Tpeedy diſhanding of ten thou- 
ſand men: that he had likewiſe given direc- 
tions to prepare an act of grace, and, how- 
ever this ſavour might be received by thoſe 
who were obſtinately bent upon the ruin of 
their country, he flattered himſelf it would 
raiſe a due ſenſe of gratitude in all ſuch, as 
had been artfully ' miſled into treaſonable 
practices againſt his perſon and government, 
and preſerve them from ſtanding in need of 
the like mercy for the future, when ſuch an 
inftance of clemency might not be ſo con- 
{ent with the public welfare, as it would 
ho 


agreeable to his own inclinations : that he 

d they would take proper meaſures for 
reducing the public debts, with a jut _ 
; gar 
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ard to parliamentary credit ; and 
2 che public bot buſineſs with | a pole 


iſpatch and unanimity. 


Some ſteps had already been taken to- 
wards a reduction of the national debt, 
which was comprehended under the two 
heads of. n and irredeemable in- 
cumbrances. The firſt had been contracted 
with. a redeemable intereſt ; and theſe' the 


conſiſted of long and ſhort annuities, grant» 
ed for a greater or leſſer number of years, 
which could. not be alered without the con · 
ſent of the proprietors. Mr, Robert Wal- 
pole, when at the head of the treaſury had 
projected a ſcheme for leaning 4 intereſt, 

and paying the 2 ital fe national 
debts. He in the hobſe of com- 
mons,. to 427 ce the intereſt of redeemable 
ſunds, and offer an. alternative to the pro- 
prietors gb annuities. 

His plan was approved ; but, when he re- 
ſigned pil places, the new miniſters thought 
proper to make ſome alterations in it, with 
which he was by no means ſatisfied. In the 
courſe of the Abbate on this ſubject, ſome 
warm altercation paſſed between him and 
Mr. Stanhope, from which it appeared, that 
they had made a * of . places 
and reverſions, 11 


public had right to diſcharge : the others 
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Mir. Hungerford ſtanding up, ſaid, he was | 


{dry to fee twb Tich great men running foul | 
of one another; that, however, they ought. 


fill to be looked upon as patriots, and fa- 
thers of their cbuntry; and fince they had, 


Catom of the eaſt, to cover it by turning 
= their backs upon them, Mr. Boſcawen moy- 
i >; them, that no farther notice ſhould be 


cken of what had'paſſed. He was ſecond 
ed by Mr. Methuen": the houſe approved of 


their reſentment. | 

"The Bank and South ſea company having 
agreed to provide money for ſuch creditors 
as mould be willing to receive their princi- 
pa and intereſt, the hoaſe came to the fol- 
owing reſolutions : that all the public funds 
redeemable by law, which do yor exceed five 
pounds per cent. per annum ſhould be re- 
deemed, according to their reſpective pro - 
viſoes or clauſes of redemption, contained ia 
the acts of parhament for that purpoſe,” or 
with the conſent of the proprietors) ſhould 
e converted into an intereſt or anguity, not 
exceeding five pounds per cent. per annum, 
redeemable by parliament : that his 1 
WWW 


8491 1 


by miſchance, diſcovered their nakedneſs, 
the other members ougbt, according o thé 


| ed; that the houſe would lay their commands 


the motion; and the ſpeaker took their word 
and honour, that they ſhould not proſecute ' 


\ 
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ſhould be enabled to borrow of any perſon- 
or perſons, bodies pohtic or corporate, ſuch. 
ſum or ſums of money, as ſhould be fequiſite 
to redeem the ſaid. redeemable funds, ag, any 
rate not exceeding five. pounds per cent. per 
annum, or to ſecure the ſame upon the funds 
_ 1a. to. be redeemed :. that the annuity of one 
hundred and fix thouſand, five hundred and 
one pounds, thirteen ſhillings and five pence, 
. Payable to the governor and company of 
e Bank, out of the window-tax, by virtue 

of ſeveral acts of parliament in that behalf, 
for the principal ſum of one million, five 
hundred and ſeventy. five thouſand, twenty-ſe- 
ven pounds, ſeventeen ſhillings, and ten pence 
halt-penny. by. them advanced, ſhould be te- 
deemed, or (by conſent of the ſaid goyer- 
nor and company) be converted into an in- 
tereſt or annuity, not exceeding five pounds 
per cent. redeemable by - parliament : that ſo 
much of the fund, commonly called the Ag- 
| progate fund, ſettled by an act of parliament 
in che firſt year of his preſent majeſty, as is 
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P . - 
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P a. 


RA to the intereſt, circulation, ex- 
changing, or cancelling the preſent exche- 
. quer-bills, ſhould alſo be redeemed: that 
has majeſty, ſhould be enabled to authorize 
the high- treaſurer, or the commiſſioners of 
the” treaſury, for the time being, to treat. 
and agree with any perſon or perſons, ” 

% ies 


dies politic or c te, for circulating ſuth 
a number of exchequer bills, at a rate not 
exceeding four pounds ten ſhillings per cent. 
ne annum, for intereſt, exchange, and eir- 
"culation, as might be charged and ſecured 
upon that part of the Aggregate fund fo to 
be redeemed : that the annuities of ſix hun- 
dred thouſand pounds, and eight thoufabd 
= pounds, payable to the governor and com- 
© pany of merchants' of England, trading 10 
j * the South-ſea, ſhould likewiſe be redeemed : 
that the annuities payable by an act of par- 
"Hament of the twelſth year of the reign of 
king William the third, to certain patentees 
therein named, their heirs and affipnees, out 
of the weekly ſam” of three thouſand ſeven 
hundred pounds charged on the exciſe, ſhould 
alſo be redeemed”: that the ſeveral terms of 
_ remaining on. the duties appropriated 
y the two lottery acts, paſſed in the ninth 
year of the reign of her late majeſty queen 
Anne, and by the two lottery acts, aſſed in 
the tenth year of her faid late majeſty, ſhould 
be made perpetual : that the aid duties 
comprehended in the ſaid four lottery acts, 
ſhould be made one ſund for the future: that 
the proprietors of the orders, grounded on the 
aid lottery ads, ſhould, within à limited 
+ time, make their election, either to accept 
— annuiues after the rate of five pounds per 
$y . wo DES S- 35k 2 144 cent. 


, 
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cent. per annum, redeemable by parliament, 
out of ſuch general fund, ot to ber dla 
much as remained due to them "npon their 
orders reſpectively that, in all caſes wherethe IM 
_ proprietors Miould chooſe to have their prin- 

cipal, the five per cent. per amm thereby 
ſaved, ſhould be eſtabliſhed as another fund, 
towards anſwering ſuch ſums. of money az 
mould be advanced. (for diſcharging the 
| pelacipal) by loans, or ſuch other ſecurities as 
Mould be thought proper: that his majeſty 
mould be enabled to give power for recejv- 
ing voluntary ſubſcriptions from any perſon 
or perſons, intitled to any of the annuities 
jiſſuing out of the public funds, for the re- 
fidue of the reſpective terms of 99, 96, 8, 
or 32 years formerly purchaſed therein (not 
being ſubject to redemption), who ſhould be 
willing to accept, in jeu thereof, perpetual 
annuities redeemable by parliament, and to 
agtee to ſome other regulations mentioned 

in the reſolution of the houſe; that all ſav- 
ings, Which ſhould ariſe upon any of the 
preſent funds by the propoſed redemption, 

5 2 ſhould, after EE: 
that might happen upon any of the ſai 

funds, — made N n * 
applied, towards diſcharging and reducing 
the national debt: and that all the ſaid du- 
ties now in being, or to be continued, 
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immediately and determipe, 
after the ſaid national debt ſhould be dif- 
charged and paid off. On theſe reſolutions 
were founded the threes bills that paſſed into 
laws, under the names of The” Soath, 
5 ſea at, the Bank- act, and the general- 
© fand-aQ,” + A ee e 
© The original flock of the South. ſea com- 
pany did not exceed nine millions four hun- 
iredand ſeventy one thouſand three hundred 
and twenty-five pounds; but, as the apc} 
granted were ſufficient to anſwer the inte 
of ten millions at fix per cent. the company 
made up that ſum to the government, for 
which they received an intereſt or annuity of 
fix hundred thouſand poupds, and eight 
thouſand a A year for management. 
By this act they declared themſelves willing 
to receive an annuity of five hundred thou- 
ſand, and eight thonſand pounds a year for 
management. It was enafted, that the 
company ſhould continge a corporation, 

the N of their annuity, to- 
wards which not leſs than a million ſhould be 
paid at a time. They were likewiſe required 


r 
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, to advance a ſum not exceeding two millions 
| towards diſcharging the principal and intereſt, 

] due on the four lottery funds of the ninth 
; and tenth years * queen Anne. de 
4 
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By the Bank- act the governour and com- 
pany declared themſelves willing to accept 
an annuity of eighty-cight thouſand fever 
Baaderd, god 2 ounds, ſeven ſhil- 
lings, and ten-pence half-penny, or the prin- 
1 of one eg, deen Hunde a 
ſeventy-five thouſand, twenty-ſeven pounds, 
thirteen ſhillings and ten-pence half-penny, 
in lieu of the preſent annuity, amount. 
ing to one hundred and fix thouſand five 
hundred and one pounds, thirteen ſhil- 
lings, and five-pence. They likewiſe de- 
clared themſelves willing to diſcharge, and 
deliver up to be cancelled, as many exche- 
quer-bills as amounted to two millions, and 
to accept of an annuity of one hundred 
thoulahd” pounds, being after the rate of 
five, per cent, redeemable after one year's 
notiee; to circulate the remaining exche. 
quei bills at three per cent. and one penn 
- per day. It was enacted, that the former al- 
Jowances ſhould. be continued to the rowine 
Chriſtmas z after which, the bank ſho 
have for. circulating the two millions five 
hundred and fixty-one thouſand twenty-five 
pounds remaining exchequer-bills, an.an- 
nuity of ſeventy- fix thouſand eight hundred 
and thirty pounds fifteen mnillings, at the 
rate of three pounds per cent, till redeemed, 
over and above the one penny per day for 
Intereſt. By the fam att the bank was re- 
ER quired 


— 


| * 0 A 
Gon 75 
9 to advance a ſum not exceeding two 
millions five hundred thouſand pounds, to- 
wards diſcharging the national debt, if 
-wanted, on condition that they ſhould have 
five pounds per cent. for as muchas they 
= ſhould advance, redeemable by parliament. 
= . The general fund act recited the feyeral 
283 of parliament, for eſtabliſhing the four 
= lotteries in the ninth and tenth years of che 
Hate queen, mentioned the terms of years 
for — 


H. &. - 


8 


= ich theſe revenues were granted, and 
Y flated the annual produce of the ſeveral 
3 
5 


twenty-four thouſand eight hundred forty- 
nine pounds, fix ſhillings, and ten-pence 
alf-penoy. This was the general fund; 
the deficiency. of which was to be made 
$996 annually, out of the firſt aids granted 
by parliament. _ For the regular payment 
of all ſach aunnities as hond be made pay- 
- able by this act, it was ordained, that all 
the duties and revenues. mentioned therein, 
_ . ould continue for ever; with the proviſo, 
however, that the revenues rendered by this 
act perpetual, ſkould be ſubject to redemp- 
tion. This act contained à clauſe, by which 

the ub fund was eſtabliſhed. The re- 
duction of intereſt to five per cent. produc- 
ing a ſurplus or exceſs upon the appropriat- 
ed funds, it was enacted that all the monies 
, ariſing from time to time, as well from the 
. f | 4 , G 1 „„ 14 ſut. 


1 — in all to ſeven hundred 
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forplus by virtue of the afts for redeeting 
the ſunds of the bank and of the South-ſea 
company, as. alſo from the _ of the 
duties and 1 8 by this a& a 
be 5 13 the general fun * the 
5 lus ts of 1 ſaid fund, 
2 be ap priated and employed for the 
prod principal and Intereſt of ſuch 
San ing th as Were incurred before the 
twenty fifth of December of the preceinz 
year, in ſuch manner as mould be ord 
or appointed by any future act of 
ment, to be diſcharged out of the fame, and 
Dry none other uſe, intent, or parpoſe what. 
de ver. 

The earl of Oxford bad now been con- 
ned alen two years in the Tower: ard 
Finding the ſeſſion Rr 7 & to come to an end, 
without taking his into conſideration, 

He preſented a Petition to the houſe of Torts, 
raying,' that his impriſonment might not 
indefinite. Some of the Tory lords af- 
Armed, that the N22 was determin- 
ed and deftro N prorogation of par- 
Hawent, which 44 __ the whole . 


ecediug ; but ihe 6 contrary was voted 


great ma jority. a 
'The Ann day of June was fixed for 


the trial; and the houſe of commons made 

acquainted: with this reſolution. The com- 

mons appointed a committee to inquire = 
t 


a” 
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de late of the ert) impeachment f andy in 
con 


of their vaport, ſent a meſſage 
to the lords, demanding longer time to 
— 2 for the trial. Accordingly . 
to the twenty ourth day 
7.7 and the Commons appointed a com- 
miuee, with four other „to be the 


managers ur mating god the anicley of 


im achment. Nen 
1 nted, thd-peers pale 
to the court in Weſtminſter-Hall, whete the 
chancellor, lord Cowper, prefided ax lord 
high-eward. The commons were preſent 
26 a pommittee of the whole houſe; the 
king, the reſt of the family, and the 
miniſters, afliſted at the r 2 
the earl of — — — 
Tower, preceded: by —— 
who carried the axe, yo god with it at 
the bar on the left hand of rar. 
The articles of impeachinent, being mad; 


with the earl's. anſwer; and the — 
of the wore a} Mr. Hampden we Thos 


ſpeech 


ok introduction. 


firſt. article of the ch en lord Har- 
court ſignified to their adhs, ; that be 
had a motion to make, and they accordingly 
greed to their.own hoaſe. | 
"BE © G 3 There 


1 


7 The ilwysfBwoine: 
There he — 4 — that a great deal 
of time woul neceſlarily conſamed in 
going th all the — of the im- 
peachment: chat, if the commons could make 
good the two articles for high-treaſon, the 
earl of Oxford would forfeit both life and 
. 
ter 3 to in Pro- 
poſed by the commons, would. dram ont the 
trial to a prodigious length: and, mut it 
would de a great bardhip | a peers whe 
had already undergone ſo a confine- 
ment, to appear every day at their bar, like 
a itaitor, and be, at laſt, found: guilty o- 
ly of high crimes and miſdemeanours. He 
therefore moved, that the commons 4 
not be admitted to proceed, until judgment 
ſhould be fir ROI the articles for high 
dre by . dren ot Becket 
e was e dukes 
ingham and Argyle, the earls of Angleſey, 
Nottingham, and Day; the lords North and 
Grey, add Towbſend, - the biſhop of Ro- 
cheſter; and ſeveral others; and, though op- 
Fanker, Conings of Sunderland, the lords 
and Cadogan, the mo- 
tion was carried in the affirmati ve. 
Thie — being intimated to the 
commons, they delivered a „import - 
ings | _ they GRID it to owt beg 
ubt 
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doubted: right, to impeach a peer, either for 
high-treaſon, or for high 2 and miſde- 
—_ cnc: ; or, ſhould they ſee occafian, to mix 
| both i. .co pe rene; hy, e im- 
peachment again ceart-of Oxford, Wat 
one n nale ors 1 
crimes and miſdemeanours ; that the fats on 
which the articles receding thoſe f high 
treaſon -were grounded, were laid together 
in the order of time, and followed each o- 
ther {acceſlively, j rin which 


N 
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lad to the 


An. 
a3 the 
of te evi- 
ere . ſt * 
n and what 
were moſt able to determine, 
in what method to proceed, for the advan- 


tage of the proſecution, in the event of 


wee 


7 


80 viel Noch of e 
Ver eſe pcetned: that, for their 
4 "uu part, they could 1 teafon why their 


order Fe peachment, as bs preſenbe to 
l mon Toke Pattietlat ©articles, on 
whihk they were firſt ro proceed ; a reſttic 
ion, 15 ould produce” an inextticable 
oth in the facts and evidence, 
no means conſiflent. 2 * 
fedttich 4/4 ee which "cis 
-# ought certal V 21 1e pl 
mens, upon Examining "the 80 of 
d. "found" divers cedents of 
1 for bigb. On, and w_ 
gh crimes and 'miſdemeanours, in- the 
WE accuſation 3 and could not os 
at, ever the torde "made any 
8 ſuch matiner of B l 
1 fore, the commons were 6053 1 in arp 
t. 5 infift vpoh' what they conceived to be 
Ir qofoubred 1's right of *procg 2 in wo 


— 5 method wich they 


50 this remonftrahce the eye al 
an cane iniplying, that they jud Fes 
be a righ t inherent every court 

to order and dire boch Upthogs bhp . 
redliäg, as it mogld "think moſt fit to be 
obſerved, in all cauſes, that fell under itz 
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trial, 


not as w eff in yert* hy pole = 
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wi te, was 8 right, which in- 
lt, es to * londſhips, nor 
was it determined, by any poſitive rule, in 
what manner the houſe of commons ought to 
proceed in ſuch accuſations: that there was 
no precedent, where. the commons, in t 
ecution of any impeachment, attempted, 
the fiſt to make good. the artic! 
for high crimes and miſdemeanours, and af- 
terwards thoſe for high-treaſon: that the 
circumſtances attending a peer, who was.im- 
Peached of high-treaſon, were ſo very diffe- 


rent from, ſo: much more ignominious 
thin thoſe, which med one, . who 


only charged with high crimes and miſ- 
demeanours, that is would be equally cruel 
and unjuſt to ſubje& a nobleman to for- 
mer indignities, hen his proſecutors were 
conſcious, that he could only be ſound gullt˖ 
of the latter crime ;. and that, for all < 
reaſons, the lords were. determined to ad- 
here to che reſolution. which they had Hgn- 

fed to the commons. gg v4 y 
The' lower houſe demanded a free ecnf-- 
rence, which was refuſed by the upper, The 
© grew more and more warm. 
bords ſent a meſſage to the commons, import 
ing, that they intended prolently to 159 
to the trial of the ear of; Oxford... The 
commons paid no regard to this „ 
ut 
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bat adjourned to the third day of July. The 
lords, repairing to Weſtminſter. hall, took 
their places, ordered the earl to be brought 
'to the bar, and made proclamation for his 
accuſers to appear. Haviog waited for a 
quarter of an hour, they adjourned to their 
' own houſe,” where, after ſome debate, the 


__ earl was acquitted,” upon a*diyifiod : then, 
_returning to the hall, * 8 that be 
moald (© ſet at liberty. * 4 


Oxford owed his ſafety, - not 5 to the 1 
: diſpute between the two bouſes, but likewiſe , 
to the late change in the - adminiftration ; W 
without which he would never have number- 
: ech among his friends, as he did on this oc- 
' caſion, the dukes of Devonſhire and Argyle, 
x "the earls of Nottin) ham and llay, and the 
1d Townſend. © The commons were en- 
raged at the eſcape of this nobleman, whom 
they actually believed guilty of having be- 
E the intereſt of his 1 er ah 
at ropoſed to roceed a im by 
; way of Neuf bot a — he which was 
made for that purpoſe, was carried in the 
negative. Nevertheleſo, in order to expreb 
their reſentment at his conduct, they pre 
ſented an addreſt to the ki l he 
might be excepted out of the intended act o 


1 The king l to 1 with 
thei 
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their requeſt, and, in the mean time, for- 
bade the carl to appear at “t. 
Oe the-filteenth-day of July, the karl of 
Sunderland delivered, in the houſe of peers, 
the act oſ grace, which. paſſed. through both 
houſes without any difficulty. From this 
indemnity were excepted, the earl of Ox- 
ford, Mr. Prior, Mr. Thomas Harley, Mr, 
Arthur Moor, Criſp, Nodes, Obryan, Red- 
mayne the printer, and Thomſon, the aſſaſ- 
finators in Newgate confined fince the reign 
of king William, and the clan of Mac- 8 


in Scotland. By virtue of this act, the ear 
of Carnwath, and the lords Widdrington an 

Nairn were immediately diſcharged ; but 
the lord Duffus was continued in priſon, 


9 with an allowance of three pounds per week. 


All the gentlemen who lay under ſentence 
of death in Newgate were iſſed, as were 
thoſe that were detained, on account of che 
rebellion in the Fleet, the Marſhalſea, and 
other priſons of the kingdom. The yearl 
value of the forfeited. eſtates in England — | 
Ireland, amounted to. forty-ſeven thouſand, 
ſix hundred and twenty -ſix pounds, eighteen 
ſhillings: and five penge. half-· penny; the 
rents of thoſe in Scotland were eftimated at 
eee N a 1d nine- 
ire pounds, ſix 'ſhillipgs and eight pence 
mg 
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di atch, which they had conducted the 
He — and expreſſed his hope, that 
uch of his ſubjects, as ſhould, by- the pre · 
ſent indeamfty, be reſtored to the enjoyment 
of their former liberty, and to the protection 
of thoſe laws, againſt which" they. had aſſend · 
ed, would have a due ſenſe of thip-dis indul. 
gence, and would give him the moſt accep- 
table return they could poſſibly make him, 
that of — friends, inſtead of enemies, 
to their cou 
The chief objed, which exgaged xy at 
tention of the convocation, was an en 
= two performances of Dr. Hoadley, bi- 
bon of of Bangor. One was intitled, A 
reſervative againſt the principles. and 
practices of the Non- jurors: The other 
a ſermon preached before the king, un- 
der che title of, The nature of the king- 
« dom of Chrigk An anſwer to this dif- 
courſe was publiſhed” by Dr. Snape, maſter 
of Eaton - college. and the convocation ap- 


painted a committee to examine the biſhops 
two 
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two. performances, The committee drew 
up 4 repreſentation, in which the Preſerva - 
41 the ſermon were cenſured, as tend - 


| ihg to fubvert all government in Chriſts 


church ; to reduce his kingdom to a flate of 
anarchy and confufion ; and to impugn and 
impeach the royal ſupremacy in cauſes eccle · 
faſtical, and the authority of the legiſlature 
to inforce obedience in matters of religion, 
by civil ſanctions. 1 
To this repreſentation the op publiſh-" 
ed an anſwer, in which he ſhewed, that, if 
Bis doftrine was denied, certain other pro- 
poſitions mult be admitted; and theſe were 
{ abſurd and contradictory, as to expoſe 
his antagoniſts in the moſt ridiculous light. 
The 1 thought proper to inter- 
rupt the conteſt by a prorogation; which, 
however, inflamed the controverſy. A great 
number of pens were drawn againſt the biſ- 
hop; but his principal opponents were Dr. 
Snape. and Dr. Sherlock, whom the king 
removed from the. office of his chaplains : 
and the convocation has not been permitted 
to fit and do buſineſs ſince that time. 
Meanwhile the negociations of the North 
were cotinnued againſt the king of Sweden, 
who had penetrated into Norway, and was 
advancing towards Chriſtianſtadt, the capi- 
tal of that kingdom. The Czar bad ſent 
Vor. XXXIV. H fix 
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fix thouſand Ruſſians to affilt. the allied 
army, conlifting of Danes, Pruffians, and 
Hanoverians, in the reduftion of Wiſmar, 


ich he intended to procure for his ngice, = 


princeſs Catharina, lately married 40 

duke of Mecklenburg Swerin ; bat be- 
ore his troops arrived, the place had ſur- 
rendered, and the Ruſhans were not admit- 
ted into the garriſon ; à circumſtance, which 
increaſed the miſunderſtanding between bim 
and the king of Great-Britain, 


: Neverthe 8 to a ptopoſal of = 


making a deſcent vupdn Schonen, and afts- 
ally affumed the command of the combined 
fleets of England, Holland, Denmark, and 
Ruffia ; though he was by no means pleaſed 
to ſee Sir John Norris in the Baltic, becauſe 
he. had formed deſigns againſt Denmark, 
which, he knew, the Britiſh admiral would 
protect. He ſuddenly laid afide the expedi- 
tion againit Schonen, on pretenee that the 
ſeaſon was too far advanced; and the king 
of Denmark publiſhed a long manifeſts te- 
2 againſt his conduct on this oc- 
caſion. "vo 
By this time baron Gortz, lately ſet at 
liberty, had planned 4 pacification between 
his maſter aud the Czar, who Was diſeos - 
tented with all big Germad allies, becauſe 
they oppoſed his getiing any footing is ih 
| = Et pie. 
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empire, This monarch. arrived at Amfter- 
dam in December, whither he was followed by 
_ _ ti Cai in Janzary ; 2nd be actually re- 
_fided at the Hague, when king George paſſ- 
ed through it, in his way to England;; but 
be declined an interview with his Britangic 
= majeſty. During the Czar's abode in Hol- 
land, count Gyllenburg's letters were pub- 
XX liſhed at London; and from ſeveral paſſages 
it appeared, that that monarch was privy to 
== the conſpiracy. His miniſter at the Eng- 
lm court preſented a memorial, complaining 
—_— that the king had cauſed to be printed the 
malicious infinuations of his enemies. He 
RE. pretended an entire ignorance of the deſigns 
SF . of "the Swediſh king. He accuſed the court 
of England of having privately treated of 
2 ſeparate peace with Charles, and even of 
IE having promiſed to aflit him agaiaſt the Czar, 
provided he would relinquiſh his pretenfions 
do Bremen and Verden. Nevertheleſs he ex- 
| preſſed an inclination to re-eftabliſh the an- 
cient good underſtanding between England 
and Ruſſia, and to engage in vigorous mea- 
ſores for the proſecution of the war againſt 
the common enemy. 
The memorial was anſwered , by the king 
of Great. Britain, who affected to believe 
the innocence of the Czar, convinced him 
+ of the neceſſity of publiſhing the letters at 
H 2 length 
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length for dhe information of the parlia- 
ment, and aſſured him he ſhould have rea- 


ſon to be fully ſatisfied, if he would remove 


the only obſtacle to cheir mutual _ 

derſtand ; in other words, withdraw the 

| Ruſſian troops from the empire. Notwith- 

_ Randing theſe friendly profeſſions, à ſecret 

grudge continued to prevail between the two 

— 438 during the remzining part of their 
ves. 

The Czar made an excurſion to the court 
F of Verſailles, where he propoſed to engage 
in a confederacy with the regent of France. 
He offered to enter the empire with à nu- 
merous army, which ſhould be at the diſ- 

ſal of the regent, provided he would pay 
him the ſabſidies he 1 which a- 
mounted to a conſiderable ſum. op- 
ſal was rejected, and ns 4 by the 
regent to the king of Great-Britain. TN 
vertheleſs he concluded a treaty of friend- 
ſhip with France, and in compliance with 
the regent's requeſt, promiſed to recall bis 
forces from Mecklenburg. 

At his return l he had an 
3 with baron Gortz, who undertook 
omize all differences between him 
. 2 king of Sweden within three 
months ; and eter agreed to ſuſpend all 
; N againſt Nara, until * wy 

ould 
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"at Abo; bat the conferences. were after- 
*egrds transferred to Aland. The articles 
were ſoon adjufted. The Czar engaged to afliſt 
Charles in the "conqueſt of Norway: and 
IF voor raged to "unite all their forces 'a- 
= gainft the king of Great- Britain, ſhould he 
= endeavonr tb oppoſe their deſigns. Both 
were ws. againſt chat monarch ; and 
one part of their ſcheme was ſuppoſed to be 
nie the ' pretender to the throne of 
3 Great-Britain. e | 


- 


Baron Gartz ſet out from Aland for Fre- 
denckfadt in Norway, with the plan of 
9 f but, before he arrived, Charles was 
4 ned by "a cannon-hall from the town, 
While he viſited the trenches, on the thirti- 


on the road; and as he had, incurred the 
hatred of the Swediſh nobility, by the in- 
ſolence of his behaviour, he was immedi- 
agely brought to the ſcaffold, where he ſuf- 
Fred with great reſolution; The death of 
Charles produced an entire change in the 
face of | affairs.” Sweden was obliged to 
ſobmft ; while the Czar, the king of Den- 
mark, and king George, as'eleftor of Ha- 
nover, remained in poſleſion of what theß 
had acquired, 1 | * 2 a - | * 


eth day of December. Gortz was arreſted 
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157 3 te the afliflance of the 1 
| 4 cape. . year, ,| 
Ppeg ach a NT rmament 
Wo ſion to ſlſpeR, e iſe of, 1 
the Chriſtian powers  agai 
he intended to make = je 5H on the 
dominions, of the emperor, _ 

The event juffiged the ſuſpicion. On. the 
twentieth day N rg the marguis 7 42 10 
commander o ang 4 ſet . 
from Barcelona, 2 landing 
Sardinia, which, men I to W perf 
mazeRy, reduced he ok ole iſland to ſuhjec- 
tion. At the, ſame time, , Philip, pretended 
to juſtify theſe. oceedings by 4 manifeſto, 
in "eh he Slugs ed, * the. archduke 
had, Wbt to the e faith of treaties, en- 
Louraged and ſupported the rebellion of his 
ſubjects 


EE 


12 


© 0 


1 en „ or 
Abies in Catalonia, hy Frequent ſuccpurs 
| — Naples and other places 5 and that the 
rand inquifitor of Spain had been ſeized, 
= AD apart 


= He promiſed, however, to proceed no 


oO 
* 


e and fuſpend all aperations, tut 


* ers f Europe might have time 
N E 40 3 
ming all differences, and ſecuring the peace 
and balance of powerin Italy; and he even 
eeeed to refer the deciſion of this impot- 
2 hy affair to the king .of Great- Britain and 
2 e States Genetal. Theſe powers under- 
ok the aher. Conferences were begun 
between the miniſters of the emperor, 
France, and Holland: and theſe produced, 
in che courſe; of the following year, the ſa- 
maus qusdruple alliane. | 
About this time there happened an inci- 
dent, which greatly. engaged ihe attention 
of .theEngliſh. -'The,pretender, who ge ſided 
t :Urbina, | having received intelligence 
om Patis, that a deſign was. ſormed againſt 
bis liſe, pope Clement the eleventh, gave 
directions, that all foreigners in that neigh- 
bourkodd, , eſpecially Engliſh, ſhould- be 
friftly examined; and ſuch as ere ſuſpected, 
committed to cuflody.. The earl of Peterbo- 
rough arriving at Bologna with a few 3 
01 
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followers, was ſeized, © with all his-papers. 
Being interrogated, ' he ſaid, he came to 
- paſs ſome time in Italy for the benefit of the 
air, and that his followers were armed for 
his defence. He was cloſe confined ſor a 
whole month in Fort Urbino, and his at- 
tendants Were ſent to priſon. Nothing ap- 
pearing to juſtify the ſuſpicion, be was 
ſet at hberty with a profuſion of civilities. 
The Engliſh were enraged at this inſult 
offered one of their nobility ; but the king 
was fatisfied with demanding and receiving 
- reparation 'for the affront. The a- 
greed to write a letter wich his own band to 
an ally of Great-Britain, - declaring, that 
the legate of Bologna had violently and un- 
juſtly, without the knowledge of his holi- 
neſs, cauſed the earl of Peterborough to 
be ſeized upon ſuſpicions, which proved to 
be ill-grounded ; and that the cardinal le- 
te ſhould ſend a declaration to the Engliſh 
miral in the Mediterranean, that he had 
aſked forgiveneſs of his holineſs, and now 
begged pardon of his Britannic majeſty, for 
having unadviſedly arreſted a peer of Great- 
Britain on his travels. The letter and de- 
claration were accordingly ſent, and are ſtill 
preſerved, as evidences of the earl of Pe- 
terborough's innocence, and the falſity 2 
nee | 


— 


the ſuſpicions, which was entertained of his 
intentions. | ws , d 5 
Os the. third day of November the prin- 
— cc of Wales was delivered of a prince, 
who was baptized on the twentyverghth day 
of the ſame monch, and died in a ſhort time 
WW aſter. This baptiſm was unhappily produc- 
dive of a difference between the kivg and 
de prince of Wales. The cuſtom, it ſeems, 
on Ech an occaſion, was, that, when the 
child was a boy, and the king ſtood god - ſa- 
ther, the place of ſecond god- father was ſup- 
W plied by one of the principal lords of the 
court, commonly the lord - chamberlain for 
| the time being. The prince, who was ig- 
norant of the cuſtom, intended, that his 
uncle, the duke of York and biſhop. of 
Onaſburg, ſhould ſtand god-father. The 
king, who had been at the pains to inform 
himſelf of the matter, appointed the duke 
of Newcaſtle, then lord-chamberlain, to 
ſtand, not as repreſenting the duke of York, 
but in his own proper name and perſon. 
The prince, not knowing that the duke aQt- 
ed in obedience to his majeſty's command, 
was highly incenſed at his grace's behaviour, 
and, after the ceremony, expreſſed his reſent- 
ee j chk 
e King, thinking it neceilary to chec 
fuch an unſcaſonable appearance harms) 
cre 
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ordered the primee to confine himſelf within 
his own apartments; and afterwards ſignived 
His pleaſure that he ſhould quit the e of 
St. James's, He retired with the princeſs 
to a houſe/belooging to the carl of Gran- 
tbam; but the children were detained at 
the palace. Notice way given to all peers 
and peereſſes, and all privy-counfelors and 
their wives, that in caſe they-viſited the 


prince and princeſs, they ſhould forbear com- 4 


into his majeſy's preſence; and all who 
enjoyed poſts and places under both king 
and prince, were obliged to quit the ſervice 
of one or other, at their option. 9 
The parliament meeting on the twenty- 
fieſt day of November, the king in his 
ſpeech to both houſes, - obſerved, that be 
had reduced the army to very near one half 
fince the be g of laſt feflion : that he 
could heartily wiſh, that, -at-a time, when 
the common enemies of the reformed-religi- 
on were, by all manner of artifices, endea- 
vouring to undermine and weaken it, both 
at home and abroad, all thoſe, who were 
friends to the preſent happy eſtabliſh ment. 
might- unanimouſly coneur in ſome proper 
method for- the greater ſtrengthening the 
Proteſtant intereſt 5 of Which, as the church 
of England way u jonably the main 
ſoppont and bulwark, fo would the reap the 


prin- 
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al benefit of every advantage, acru- 
ing — the union and a charity of all 
Proteſtants: and that as none could recom- 
mend themſelves mort effectally to his fa- 
vour and countenance, than by a ſincere 
Leal for the juſt rights of the crown and li- 
berties of the people, he was firmly deter- 
WT mined: to encourage all thoſe, who ated 
ME 2orceable” ts the conftitution of - theſe his 
"A — „ and conſequently to the prin- 
eipies, on which government was 
rait. 
Addreſſes of thanks having been preſent- 
ed by both houſes, the commons proceeded 
to take into confideration the eſtimates and 
W accounts,” in order to fettle the eſtabliſhment 
= of the army, navy, and ordnance. Ten 
mooſand men were voted for the ſea ſervice} 
and the ſam of two hundred and twenty- 
four thouſand / eight hundred and fifty. ſeven 
pounds, fourteen ſhillings and eleven pence, 
was granted for defraying the expences of 
the navy. . Far; ne 2 
When the ſupply for the army fell under 
deliberation, à very warm debate enſued 
upon the number 6f troops that ought to be 
—.— Sif William Wyndham, Mr. 
hippen, and Mr. Walpole endeavoured to 
ve that twelve thouſand men were f 
„They were anſwered by Mr, 
| Craggs, 
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Craggs, at war, and Sit David 
Dalrymple, who affirmed, that fixteen thou - 
ſand were abſolutely n 2 

Mr. Shippen in the of the debate 
ſaid, that the ſecond paragraph of the king's 
ſpeech ſeemed rather to be calculated for the 
meridian of Germany than of Great - Bri- 


tain; and that it was a great misfortune, the 


king was a ſtranger to our language and con- 
ſtitution. This inſolent expreſſion _ was 
highly. reſented by ſeveral members, parti- 
cularly by Mr. Lechmere, who urged, that 
it was a ſcandalous inveQive againſt the 
king's perſon and government; and moved 
that the member who uſed it, ſhould be 
ſent to the Tower. Mr. Walpole, obſerv- 
ed, that if the words in queſtion were ut- 
tered by the. perſon, on whom they were 
charged, the Tower was too light a puniſh- 
ment for his raſhneſs; but as his meaning 
might have been miſunderſtood in the heat 
of ST he thought he ſhould be indulged 
with the liberty of explaining ' himſelf. 
Mr. Shippen refuſing to retract or excuſe 
what he had ſaid, was voted to the Tower 
by a great majority. The number of land 
forces was fixed at ſixteen thouſand three 


hundred and forty-ſeven effective men; and 


for the maintenance of theſe the ſum of fix 
H -4++.. - lundred 
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Mr. Aiſlabie having expitiated on the: 
great ſcarcity of filver coin, occaſioned by 
the exportation, of filver and the importati- 
on of gold, moved that a ſtop might be put 
to this growing evil, by lowering the value of 
gold ſpecie. The commons examined an 
= ingenious repreſentation on this ſubject, pre- 
ſented to the Treaſury, by the celebrated 
Sir Iſaac Newton, — of the Mint. Mr. 
Caſwel obſerved, that the over-valuation of 
old in the currency of Great-Britain had 
n the occaſion of this evil, and had pro- 
duced a clandeſtine trade carried on by the 
Dutch and Hamburghers, with the Jews 
and other traders of this kingdom, for ex- 
porting the filver coin and importing Folds | 
which being coined at the Mint, yielded a 
profit of pence upon every guinea. 
The houſe preſented an addreſs to the - 
king, intreating, that a proclamation might 
+ be iſſued, forbiding all perſons to utter or 
- receive guineas at à higher rate than one 
and twenty ſhillings each; which was fix- 
pence leſs than the uſual value. His ma- 
jeſty . complied with their requeſt ; though 
the expedient had not, at firſt, the deſired 
14 Foe imagining, that the price of 
Iver would be raiſed or that of gold low- 
Vor. XXXIV. 1 +. I > cred 


_ letter to one Mr. Leathes, a Nonjuring 
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ered ſlill further, hoarded-up the former ſpe - 
cie in great quantities. In order to remove 
theſe apprehenſfions, the two houſes reſolved, 
that the ſtandard of the and fitver coin 
of this kingdom ſhould net be altered in 
fineneſs,, weight, or denomination '; and 
they ordered & bill to be brought in to pre- 
vent the melting down of the filver eoin.* 

About this dme one James Shepherd, a 
youth of eighteen, apprentice to a coach- 
maker, and ar enthuſiaſt is Jacobitiſm, ſent 


clergyman, propefing a ſchemo for aſſaflinat- 
— the king. He ws immediately appre- 
headed and brought to his trial. He ſaid 
he had imbibed thefs principles at the ſchool! 
of  Saliſhary, and had been confirmed: in 
them by the writings of ſeveral of the Non- 
juring clergy. owned the defign of 
which he was accuſed, deelared he had har- 
doured it for three years paſt, ner did he 
think there was any ſin in carrying it into 
execution. He was accordingly condemn- 
ed upon his ou conſeſſton, and executed 
This Was likewiſe the fats of the marquis 
di Paleotti, an Italian noblemen, brother to 
the datcheſs of Shrewſbury. He dad, in 2 
nn N ttanſport 


1 A, D, 1718. 
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tranſport of killed his own ſervant 5 
— — to be diſordered in bis 
zntellects. Aſter 3 2b re had paſſed 
upon him, frong tcations were made to 
the king for a pardob, as well by his fifter 
= the dutcheſs, as by many other perſons of 
= the firſt diſtindtion : bat the common peo- 
al r that ĩt 
was thought dangerous to reſcue him from 
der penalties of the law, which he accord- 
= ingly underwent in the moſt . 
manner. 
The principal affair, which came before 


the v5 uring this ſeſſion, was the 
a — Dp the land- forces, and pu- 
viking mutin 


and deſertion. This bill 

was conſidered as an incroachmeat on the 
liberties of the pebple, and the conſtitution 
of the kingdom, \inaſmath as it eftabliſhed 
martial law, and wreſted from the civil ma- 
5 the cognizatice of crimes and miſ- 
emeanours, : dommmted by the officers 
and ſoldiers of the army. The dangers, 
= might «riſe from ſuch a were 
d in the lower houfe by Mr. Hutch- 


in Mr. Harley, and Mr. Robert Wal- 
fog Their -ar 


ents were anſwered 
n Lumley, Sir 2 


e Jekyll, Mr. 2 and Mr. Lech - 


mere. 
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mere. After a violent debate, - the bill was 


ill, however, which enabled the king to 
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carried by a conſiderable majorĩitx. 
8 1 houſe lord 5 
ned, at the parkament, - or ere 

ſentative of the whole nation, had = 
been extremely - jealous of the legiſlative 
power with which they were veſted : that 
the lords, in a particular manner, ought to 
be tender of this point, becauſe. it was a 
branch of their prerogative to be the ſu- 

me court of judicature : that, this 


eſtabliſh courts-martial, with power to try 
and determine any offences ſpecified in the 
articles of war, the parliament conferred 
upon the crown a ſo legiſlative - power, 
which was delegated to a military council: 
that this bill ſet aſide all other laws, both 
civil and eccleſiaſtical, in relation to the 
ſoldiery ; and gave to courts-martial a. lar- 
ger juriſdiction than ſeemed neceſſary for 


maintaining diſcipline in the army: that 


ſach juriſdiction extended not only to mu- 
tiny, deſertion, and breach of duty, but 


alſo to all immoralities, and other offences, 


which might be committed by any officer 
or ſoldier 'againft his fellow-ſubjes ; in 
conſequence of which the law of the land 


might be either obſtructed or ſuperſeded by 


a court-martial : that the officers conſtitut- 
ing 
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ing ſach a court, did at once fi the 


lace of ju and ju n, and ought 
. 1 n when engaged 
in the trial of any offence whatſoever ; 
whereas it was provided by the bill, that 
they ſhould be ſworn, when they were try- 
ing fuch offences only as were puniſhable by 
death : that courts-martial aſſumed to them- 


ſelres an arbitrary and unprecedented. au- 


thority, of which there was a remarkable 


bf inftance in the caſe of an enſign of the 


guards, who was ſentenced to death wich- 
out being heard ; a proceeding, which was 
contrary to Magna Charta and to the birth- 
rights and privileges of Engliſhmen : and 
that therefore it was the duty of the parka- 
ment to reſtrain and circum{cribe ſuch a 
dangerous and unconſtitutional power. 

Lord Carteret replied, that he had ma- 
turely confidered the preſent ſubject of de- 
bate, not as a perſon in” a public tation, 
but as a private unprejudiced man; and 
that he was convinced in his judgement 
and conſcience, that it was neceſſary both 
for the ſupport of the preſent eſtabliſhment, 
and the ſecurity of the nation, to keep up 


the forces now on foot: that he was con- 


firmed in this opinion, by refle&ing on the 


_ deſigns of the pretender and his friends, 


who ſeemed to OT Tet more at heart, 
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chan to 7 the diſbanding of thoſe forces, 
which hag u fled the late unnatural re- 


belliop : that he doubted not, but thewhole 


body of the nobility, who compoſed- that 
 aAvugult afembly, were inviolably attached to 
His majeRy,: that the king had alſo the beſt 
Part of the landed, and all the trading in- 
tereſt : that as to the clergy, he would ſay 
nothing———but it was notorious, that 
the bug of the populace had been poiſon- 
ed, and that the poiſon was not yet quite 
expelied: that the dangers, which ſeemed 
to be apprehended from the preſent army, 
were merely” chrmerical, or, at- leaft, might 
be caſily remedied in any ſubſequent ſeſton 
of parliament; whereas the dangers, with 
Which the nation was threatened from the 
pretenger and his friends, in caſe there was 
no army to oppoſe them, were real, and the 
mi chieſs, that would attend the ſucceſs of 
the ir deſigns fatal and irreparable: that 
if there had been. ſuch a flanding force, as 
was now on foot to. ſuppreſs, in the bud, 
the tumolts and riots, which were raiſed 
immediately after his majeſty's, acceſſion 
tothe throne, in all probability, there would 
have been no open rebellion ; that, on the 
other hand, it —4 had not been troops in 
regdiueſs to aflilt the civil power in ſuppreſſ- 
ing the late riotous aſſemblies of the wool- 


cumbers and Weavers in the counties of 
5 | De- 


7 
5 
a 
2 
I 
- 
: 


Devon and Somerſet, there would have, by 
time, been another rebellioo : that the quot- 
ing Magna Charta was, in his opinion, en- 
tirely foreign to the preſent debate: the 
thing now in queſlion, and that, in wh 
they were immediately concerned, was, 
ſecure the government and ſupport the Pro- 
teſlant ſucceſſion againſt bold, vigilant, and 
reſtleſs enemies: and that they had the more 
reaſon to be upon their guard, becauſe the 
trumpeters of ſedition and rebellion, had 
| ain forcibly intruded themſelves into ſeve- 
iD A pulpits in Scotland. Several other ſpeech · 
= c were made upon the ſubject: at laſt the 
queſtion being put was carried in tbe. aflir- 
mative; though a good number of lords en- 
tered their proteſt. 1 
This affair being finiſhed, a bill was in- 
troduced for veſting in truftees the forfeited 
eſlates in Britain and Ireland, to be ſold for 
the uſe of the public; for giving relief to 
lawfu! creditors, by determining the claims ; 
and for the more effeftual bringing into the 
reſpective exchequers, the rents and profits 
of the eſtates till ſold. The time of claim - 
ing was prolonged : the ſum of twenty thou- 
{and pounds was reſerved out of the ſale of 
the eltates in Scotland, for erecting ſchools ; 
and eight thouſand, poynds for building bar- 
racks in that kingdom. | | 
_ His majeſty having fent a'mefſage to the 
commons, importing, that he had lately 1e- 
35 ceived 


-_ 
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_ reived ſuch intelligence from abroad, as gave 
him reaſon to believe, that a naval force, 
employed where it ffwuld be neceſſary, 
would add — to his endeavours for the 
public good; he therefore thought proper to 
acquaint the houſe with this circumftance, 
not doubting, but that, in caſe he ſhould be 
obliged, at this critical juncture, to exceed 
the number of men ted this year for 
the ſea-ſervice, the hou e, at their next meet - 
ing, would provide for ſuch exceedings. 
This meſſage was favourably received. 
The commons drew up and preſented an ad- 
dreſs, aſſuring bis majeſty, that they would 
make fach exceedings of ſeamen, as 
he ſhould find neceſſary to promote the wel- 
fare of his own kingdom, and preſerve the 
tranquility of Europe. On the * 
day of March, the king went to the houſe 
of peers, and after having paſſed the bill; 
that were ready for the royal aſſent, made a 
ſhort ſpeech to both houſes ; after which the 
parliament was prorogued to the eleventh 
day of November. | 
About this time ſome gs were made in 
the miniſtry. Lord chancellor Cowper, who 
had been advanced'to the dignity of an ear], 
reſigned the great ſeal, which was at firſt put 
in commiſſion ; but afterwards given to lord 
Parker, as high-chancellor, The _ of 
| un- 
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ganderland was conſtituted preſident of the 
council, and firſt commiſſioner of the trea- 
WF fury. The earl of Holderneſs was placed 
c at the head of the board of trade. The lord 
Ws Stanhope and Mr. Craggs were appointed 
= {crctaries of ſtate. Stanhope and 
lord Cadogan were 'afterwards created earls. 
Mean while, the conduct of the Spaniſh 
= monarch attracted the attention of all Eu- 


1 7 rope. Notwithſtanding the promiſe he had 


made to ſuſpend his military operations, and 
refer the diſputes; between him and the em- 

ror, to the arbitration of Eogland and 

olland, he rejected, with haughtineſs, the 
propoſals of theſe potentates, and ſtill conti- 
nued his warlike preparations. By the care 
and diligence of his prime miniſter, cardinal 
Alberom, he equipped a very formidable ar- 
mament, which, in the beginning of June ſet 
ſail-from Barcelona, towards Italy ; but the 
deſtination of it was not known. . 
Aſtrong ſquadron having been fitted out 
in England, the marquis de Monteleone, 
== ambaſſador from Spain, repreſented, in a 
memorial to the Britiſk miniſtry, that fo 
powerful an armament, in time of peace, 
could not but give-umbrage to the king his 
maſter, and alter the good intelligence that 
ſubſiſted between the two crowns. The kin 
teplied, that he had no intention to "__ 
| D 
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the deſign of that armament and that he 

propoſed to ſend admiral Byng with a pow. 
Fru ſquadron into the Myiiterranean, to 
maintain the neatrality of Italy, again all 
Who ſhauld endeavour to difturb it. 

| we the mean time, the negocietions of the 
| gliſn and French miniſters produced the 
ee alliance between Oreat- Britain, 

rance, the Emperor, and the States- Gene 
ral. This — treaty imported, that the 
king of Spain ſhould reſtore to the em peror, 
within two months after the ratiſcation of 
the articles, the kingdom of Sardinia, and 
renoonce all right to that iſland: that he 
mould likewiſe renounce all right and 
claim to the dominions of the emperor in 
Italy and the Netherlands ; conſent: to the 


Emperor's being put in poſſeſſion of Si- 


ily, and renounce the right of rever- 
fon of that kingdom to the erown of Spain 
as ſettled by the treaty. of Utrecht, on con- 
dition, however, of having Sardinia in ex- 
change: that the emporor fhould renounce, 
for hunfelf, heirs and ſucceſſors, all right 
and pfetenſion to any dominiont, of which 
_ the king of Spain __ acknowledged right- 
ful poſſeſfor, by the treaty of Utrecht : that 
he ſhould ewn Philip as lawſul king of Spain 
and the Indies, — give him the titles and 
provogatives * to that dignity : * 
7 the 
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the dutchies of Tuſcany, Patma, and Placen- 
tia, ſhould be accounted as male fiefs of the 
empire, and ſhould deſcend, in default of 

heirs; to the queen of Spain's eldeſt 
ſon ; but that none of theſe dutchies ſhould 
ever be poſſeſſed by a prince, who was at 
the ſame time king of Spain, nor ſhoald the 
king of Spain ever take upon him the gaar- 
dianſhip of that prince: that the king of 
Sicily ſhould reſtore that kingdom to the em · 
peror, within two months after the ratifica- 
tion of the articles : *rh&t, in return, the 
= emperor ſhould give to the king of Sicily, the 
== iſland of Sardima; which he ſhould enjoy, 
wich the title of king, but the right of re- 
verſion, in default of heirs male, ſhould be 
reſerved to the crown of Spain: that the 
kings of Spain and Sicily ſhould be allowed 
three months to conſider, whether they would 
accept or reject the terms propoſed ; and if, 
contrary to the wiſhes of all Europe, they 
ſhould continue refractory, the mediators 
ſhould join their forces, and compel them 
to ſubmit : that, if any of the ' mediators 
mould be attacked; on account of the ſuc- 
tours lent to the emperor, the others mould 
declare war againſt the aggreſſor, and not 
lay down their arms till the emperor was put 
in poſſeſſion of Sicily, and eflabliſhed in the 
brm enjoyment of his Italian — 
* 5 - t te 
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that; if either of the kings ſhould ac 
the terms propoſed by the allies, he ſhoold 
in his forces with. thoſe of the mediatarz 
in order to oblige the other to comply: and, 
finally, to ſhew that nothing but juſtice and 
cace was intended, it was expreſsly.ſtipu-, 
ted, that as ſoon as the emperor was put 
in poſſeſſion of Sicily, he ſhould. renounce 
ali pretenfions to Spain and the Indies, whe- 
ther king Philip acceded or not, inaſmuch. 
as the guaranty of the mediators would be to 
his Imperial majeſty, a ſecurity, equal to the 
renunciations of the Spaniſh monarch, for, 
Sicily, the Italian dominions, and the Ne- 
therlands. „ s . eV £93327 
Such was the nature of the quadruple alli. 
ance; by which king George and the duke of 
Orleans hoped to preſerve and maintain the 
tranquillity of Europe; but, contrary to their 
expectations, it proved the cauſe of allthe diſ- 
putes, which have ariſen between England 
and Spain in the ſequel, The States-General 
did not approve of ſuch violent meaſures, 
and, on various pretences, delayed their 
conſent; but at length they acceded to the 
treaty, which the mediators determined, 
without loſs of time, to render effectual, 
King George having, in vain, endea- 
voured by intreaties and perſuafions, to in · 
duce the king of Spain to agree to the terms, 
AF N le- 


— 
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Wired, at laft, to inſorce this remonfirance 

y more Jody arguments. Sir George 
== failed from Spithead, on the fourth 
day of June, with W che line, 
do fite ſhips, two bomb ls, and am- 
ple inſtructions how to act on all emergen- 
cies. i He arrived at Cape St. Vincent on 
the 8 * N 24q he 
diſpatch ed f TY» r. ix, to 
Cadiz, with. a letter to colonel Stanhope, 
the Britiſh migiſter at Madrid, deſiring him 
to acquaint his moſt Catholic majeſty with 
* artiwal in thoſe, parts, and lay 
before him the following articles of his in- 


1 the. Kingdom, of Naples, or other the 
4 territories of the emperor in Italy, or to 
% land in any part of Italy, which can only 
*+ be with a deſigu to invade the emperor's 
„ dominioos, againſk whom they have de- 
1% clared war by jovadiog Sardigia; or, if 
** they ſhould endeavput to make themſelves 
v- matters of the kingdom of Sicily, which 

Vor. XXXIV. K « muſt 
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*« with all your power, to hinder and ob- 


* amicably to diſſuade them from * perſ 
< ing in ſuch an attempt, and offer them 


* jards hould already have landed 


«+ muſt be with a deſign to invade the King: 
dom of Naples; in ſuch a caſe, you are, 


% firact the ſame. If it ſhould ſo happen, that, 
„% at your arrival, with the fleet under your 
% command, in the Mediterranean, the Span- 


140 s in Italy, in order to invade the 
«* emperor's territories, you ſhall endea vour 
rſever- 


% your aſſiſtance to help them to withdraw 
„ their troops and put an end to all farther 
«as of -hoſlility. Bot, in cale theſe your 
« friendly endeavours ſhould prove" ineffec- 
**. tual,” you 'ſhall, by keeping company 


. with, or intercepting their ſhips or con- 
. «© yoy, or, if it be neceſſary, by openly op- 
«© poling them, defend the emperor's terri- 


6 toties from any farther attempt.“ 
When cardinal Alberoni peruſed theſe in- 
ſtructions, he told colonel Stanhope, © with 
ſome warmth, that bis maſter ell run all 


| hazards, and even ſuffer himſelf to be driveri 


E 


dut of Spain, rather than recall his troops, or 


conſent to a ſuſpenſſon of arms. He ſaid, 


the Spaniards were not to be frightened; 


and he was ſo well convinced, that the fleet 


would do their duty, that, in caſe of their 
i AW . Fa {8 oO! 6 Ie " f * being 
NK. 
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being attacked, he ſhould be in no pain for 
the 3-8 Mr. Stanhope having put into 
is hands a lift of the Britiſh ſquadron, and 
| A 85 him to compare its ſtrength with that 
of their own fleet, he threw it on the 
ground with great emotion. 1 
The colonel, with much temper, intreat 
ed him to conſider the fincere regard, which 
the king his maſter had always ſhewn for the 
honour and intereſt of his Catholic majeſty, . 
of which it was impoſlible to give ſtronger 
proofs than he had done by his unwearied 
= cadeavours, through the whole courſe of the, 
== preſent negociation, to procure for Spain 
7 e moſt advantageous conditions poſſihle; 
and that in theſe endeavours he had ſucceed- 
ed beyond the expectation of any reaſonable, 
ynprejudiced ' perſon: that, though by the 
treaty of Utrecht for the, neutrality of Italy, 
concluded at the requeſt of the king. 
= Spain himſelf; as alſo by that of Weſtmin- 
der, bearing date the twenty fifth day of, 
May. 1716, his majeſty was obliged to de- 
fend the emperor's dominions, when attack - 
ed, he had hitherto atted only as a medjator, 
ugh, ever ſince the enterprize againſt, 
Sardinia, he became, by his treaties, à par- 
ty in the war, and had, for a year and up- 
wards, been ftrongly importuned by the em- 
WH ATW 23 ETC tr -! peror: 
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eror to fulfil his engagetnents > that cen 
nd when it was impoſſible for him to de- 
jy any longer the ſending his fleet inte- the. 


diterranean, it plain! _—_ - byte 
admiraPs np Fea qypere #- e had commu · 
nicated to his eminenee, and by the orders 
which be himſelf had received, that his ma- 
Jeſty bad nothing more at beart thaw that 
the fleer might be employed in d 
the intereſts of the king of Tooth 2 id 
therefore he hoped, his Catholic ' majeſty 
Would not, by refuſing 10'recall his troops, 
L or conſent to a ſuſpenfen of arms, put it 
| cut of his power to give every proof of the 
fincere friendſhip, which he always de. 
| Hired to cultivate with the crown of Spain. 
| All that the be OTE! le . 
' promiſe, was, that be woul the admi- 
_ xalsletter before the king, and let the e 
know his majeſty's reſolution. This; h 
ever, he thought proper to delay for more 
than a week, probably with a yiew of giving 
the Spaniſh forces time to ſecure à firm foot- 
ing in the iſland” of Sicily. At laſt he fent 
back the admiraPs letter to Mir. Stanhope, 
with a note importing, that the chevaliet 
Byrig, might execute the orders he had re- 
<rived from the king his maſter, * 
The admiral in pafing by Gibralter was 


Jeined by vice-admiral-Gorawall with th 


9255 Fer bes. 
terible — 
the Spa niards 8 . 
ere he "had an RL, 1 the Vice 
8 9-4 Pale by pee oye 
th the molt diſtin _ ſhed ręſpect, and from 
m he received. intelligence, that the 
iſh army, amounting to.thirty thouſand 
Wen, commanged by the ma — 15 de Lede, 
landed in Sicily, reduc 
br 2 nd, 9 they n in the Gege 
2 dita onging aſt city: , 
the Piedmonteſe garti = — ſoon be 
bliged to ſurrender, if not relieved: and 
that ab alliance was on hes carpet betwee 
the.ewperor and ay king „ Whic 
loft = deſired the _ of Impe- 
rial troops. and , to receive them into | 
the Citadel of Meffiva. . | 
=. The admiral immediately reſolved. to fail 
Aae and took any his convoy a rein- 
forcement of two thouſand Germans for the 
citadel, under. the. command of, gowns! 
Wetzel. He 3 pare 
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iſpatched his down captain with a i 
| meſſa e to the ma ſuis de Lede, propoſing 
_ — — n Sicily . 
that the powers of Eyrope might Rave 1 
to concert meaſures for reſtoring a "laſting 
peace; and declating; that, d this pro- 
poſal be rejected, he would, in purſuance 
of - his inſtructions, uſe all his force to pre- 
vent further attempts to diſturb the domini- 
ens, which his maſter had engaged to de- 
fend. The marquis replied, as he had 
no powers to treat, he could not agree to a 
ſaſpenſion of hoſtilities, but: ſhould obey 
his orders, which directed him to ſubdue 
Sicil / ſor his maſter; the king of Spain. 

- 'The;Spaniſh fleet had ſailed from the Har- 
bour of Meſſina, on the day before the Eng- 
liſh ſquadron 2 d. Admiral Byng ſup · 
poſing they had retired to Malta, directed 
Kis courſe towards Meſſina} in order to en- 
courage the gartiſon in the tiradel,/- But, in 
dou the Faro, he diſcovered two gSpa - 
niſh ſcouts, and learned from the people of 
a ſeluoca from the Calabrian ſhore, that they 
had ſeen from the hills, the Spaniſh fleet ly - 
ing do in order of battle. 
The admiral immediately detached gene · 
ral Wetzel, with the German troops to Re- 
gio, under canvoy of two ſhips of * 
4 | E 9 | 


be bod through the Faro after the Spaniſh 
{ſcouts that led to their main fleet, which 
before-noon he diſcerned in line-of bartle, 
 anidanting+ to twenty-ſeven fail large and 
mall, beſides two fire-ſhips, four bomb · veſ- 
{ls} and ſeven gallies. They were com- 
manded in chief by Don Antonio de Caſta- 
neta, under whom were the four rear admi- 
rals, Chacon, Mari, Guevara, and Cam- 
mock; At fight of the _— ſquadron, 
, large, but ſtill in order of 
battle 3 and Byng gave chace all the reſt of 
the day, and the ſuoceediog night. 149 ©34 
Ia the morning; which was the eleventh 
of Au guſt, rear admiral Mari, with fix ſhips 
of —— the gallies, fire-ſhips, bomb-ketches, 
Kore ſhips , ſeparated from the main fleet, 
— food in for the Sicilia ſnore. The Eng- 
liſh admiral detached captain Walton, with 
fix ſhips, in purſuic of them ; and they were 
won engaged. He hirtiſelf- contiaued to 
chace their 3 fleet; and, about ten o'clock, 
the battle began. The Spaniards ſeemed to 
be diftrated in their wc." 3 and acted in 
confuſion, They made a running fight, and 
the admirals behaved with 1 and reſo · 
lation, in ſpite of which they were all taken, 
Fxeept Cammock, who made his efcape to 
Alta, with t ſhips of war, 2 8 ma · 


ay ſtigates. 2 
, In 
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Ia this engagement; Ar | 
cape Paſſaro, captaio 'Hadgock of the hr 4 


ton exhibited repeatgd-proofy of the 7 
daun ted courage. As his ſuip was a god 
Jor, he always attacked the headmoſt:of the 
enemy; and, after having diſabled them o 
by one, continued his cpurſe in purſuit of 
others, way + ſuch as he had d to 
be picked up by thoſe that followed. On 
the eighteenth, a letter was brought to the 
admiral from captain Walton, importing. 
that he; had tak en four Spaniſh ſhips of war. 
together with a bomb-ketch, and a veſſel 
laden with arma and that he bad bur 
four ſhips: af war, # fireſhip, and 8. bomb- 
veſſel * 0 Net 12 * Us 7 Ws 
Before king George received an account 
of this engagement from the admiral, be 
n, 14: RC. 


„ Captain Walton ſeems to have been a perſon 
whoſe natural talents were fitter for atchieving a tali 
Ust action, than deſciibing one. ' His jetter on this 
otcaſion, is juſtly deemed u curious ſpecimen of military 
eloquence. It was conceived in the following terms: 
Dur nn rp! rk SIR”. 

We have and deſtroyed all the Spaniſh ſhips 
c 'and veſſels which were upon the coaſt, the number a3 


4e yer margin. I am, &c. . 
"*& Canterbury, of Syracuſe, 1. 
4 6 Aug. 1718. 224. 8. WALTON. . 
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—— bebe 3 
__ When Sir 8 


tentiary ers to his — = 
with the 1 ſtares 1 
as he ſhunld ſee ocrafſon. He likewiſe ent- 
on ge 's royal grant to the officers and 
ſeamen, © — 
the Spaniards, i 
Nowichſlanding this victory, —.— 

ard profofited + che fiege- of 

n that een, rendered 
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the place by capitulation, 2 the twenty-⸗ 


ninth day of September; and the — 
was tranſported to Syracuſe and Re 

treaty was now concluded at Vienna, 

the emperor and the duke of Jevoy. They 
agreed to form an army for che conqueſt 
Sardinia, in behalf of the duke, who, in the 
mean time, engaged to evacuate Sicily; but 
until his troops could he conveyed from that. 
iſland, he conſented that they ftiould co-ope- 
rate with the Germans againſt the 0 er 


enemy 
Admirat -Byn A continued to zug the Im. 
perialiſts in Sicily, durin 2 ſt part of 


the- winter, by Ale the ſeas of the Spa- 
niards, and preſerving a free communication 
between the German forces, and the Cala- 
brian ſhore; from whence they were ſupplied 
wich proviſions. He conferred with the vice- 
roy of Naples, and tlie other Imperial gene- 
rals, abqut the operations of the enſuing 
campaign-3z and count Hamilton was af 

tehed to Vienna, to acquaint the emperor 
with the reſult of their deſiberations. 
the admiral ſet ſail for Mahon, that his ; ſhips. 
might be refitteo,” and put in 2a cohdition to 
take the ſea in the ſpring „while his ſon re- 
mained at Nane to 2 bis affnirs with 
the viceroy; and inform the evurt of Fog” 


"Then, 


9 


e . wo >." 
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land of whatever remarkable ſhould happen 
in that uarter. 't5 * , 7» " . 
.-"The defeat of the Spaniſh fleet was a ſub- 
jed which exerciſed: the ſagacity, and em- 
ployed the conjecture of all the politicians 
in Europe, Spain exclaimed: againſt the 
conduct of England, as inconſiſtent with the 
rules of good faith, ſor the obſervance of 
which ſhe had always been ſo famous, The 
marquis de Monteleone wrote a letter to 
Mr. ſecretary Craggs, in which he expoſtu- 
lated with him on ſuch a violent and unpro- 
yoked outrage. + * _ Th ALS © oy offs 8 
Cardinal Alberoni, ig a letter to. that mĩ- 
niſler, inveigbed againſt it as a baſe, unwor- 
thy action. He obſerved, that the Engliſh 
admiral only profeſſed to act as a peaceful 
mediator, and never threatened to proceed to 
hoſtilities. He ſaid, the neutrality of Italy 
was a weak pretence, ſince every body knew 
that neutrality had been long at an end ; and 
that the princes, guarantees of the treaty of 
Uttecht, were entirely diſcharged. from their 
engagements. not only by: the ſcanda- 
lous infringements committed by the Auſ- 
trians in the evacuation of Catalonia and Ma- 
jorca; but alſo, becauſe; the (guaranty was 
no longer binding, than till a peace was 
concluded with France. He reproached the 
Engliſh miniſtry with having. revived and 
5 ſupported 
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not by an ali 
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Qually begun by the 
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be 
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Kiicians, will de fafficient to jullify a Might 
breach of faith, ſuppoſing there had been 
: ue parlament meeting on the ele. 
venth day of November, the king, in bis 
zeech to both Nouſes, obſerved, that, du- 
g the-receſs, he had concluded —_ 
treaties and alliances” with the two greate 

princes of Europe, as would, in all human 
zrobability, induce others to follow their 
Lew ale, and render any attempts to diſturb 
the public tranquillity not only dangerous, 
but impraticable; that theſe engagements, 
-he was perſuaded, would be the more agree- 
able to all his good ſabjeAs, as they bound 
the contracting powers to ſup; ort the ſuc- 
ceſſion to theſe kingdoms in his family, to 
which ſome of them were hot at all, and 
others not ſo fully obliged by any former trea- 
ties: that, during the whole courſe of theſe 
negociations, a moſt ſtrift regard had been 
paid to the intereſt. of Spain, and better 
conditions had been flipulated for that king 
than had been demanded in his behalf, even 
at the treaty of Utrecht; but the war in 
Hungary, which, by his mediation, was 
pow happily ended, having tempted the 
Spantards unjuſtly to attack the emperor, 
and the hopes they had ſince conceived of 
raihng diſturbances in Great- Britain, hav” 
ing. encouraged them to believe, that he 
ol. XXXIV. L ſhould 
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ſhould not. be able to act in purſuanceof 
his treaties for the defence of the dominions, 
which they had invaded, nor even to ſup» 
Port thoſe other eſſential and neceſſary con. 
ditions of the treaty of Utrecht, which pro- 
vided _ agaiufſt the two great monarchies of 
Europe being at any time hereafter united 
under one ſovereign ; they had not only 


perſiſted in ſuch a notarious violation of the 


public peace and tranquillity, but had alſo 
rejected all his amicable - propoſals, and 
broke through their moſt ſacred engage- 
ments for the ſecurity of the Engliſh com- 
merce : that to vindicate, therefore, the 
faith of his former treaties, as well as te 
maintain thoſe, which he had lately con- 
cluded, and to protect and defend the trade 
ol his ſubjects, which had, in every branch, 
been violently and unjuſtly oppreſſed, it be- 
came neceſſary for his naval forc:s to check 
the progreſs of the Spaniards : that it was 
. reaſonable to hope, that the ſucceſs of his 
arms, and the repeated offers of friendſhip, 
which he had never ceaſed to make to them 
in the moſt preſſing manner, as well as the 
meaſures concerted with the emperor and 
the moſt Chriſtian kiog to reſtore the putlig 
tranquillity, would have produced a better 
dilpofition in the court of Spain; bet he 
had received information, that, inſtead of 

| | . 
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Rtening to reaſonable propoſal: of peace 

that — 5 had latel 1 orders to all at the 
Lg of — 4 and the Weſt- Indies, to fit 
in order to make prise or 
a — : that he was 
Jed 4 Britiſh parliament would enable 
to-reſene ſuch treatment with a becom- 
= ſpirits. and it was with pleaſure he 
could aſſure them, that his good brother, the 

regent of France, © was readily difpoſed to 
concut and join with him in the moſt vi- 
roes and effectual meaſures : that the 
2323 he repoſed in the affection of 
ether with his earneſt deſire 
| CES them 1 every charge not abfolurety 

neceflary, had determined him, immediately 
after. the exchange of the ratifications of 
the grand alliance, to make a more conſide- 
4 reduction of his land forces; nor 
d he,” by any other means, better ex- 
bow little - he regarded the attempts of 
19- enemies . to* diſturb the peace of his 
kingdoms, even though Spain ſhould conti- 
nue ſome time longer to [tag the war: 
that his naval force, employed in \concers 
with his allies,- would, he hoped, ſoon put 
an end to the troubles, which hs amditious 
views of that court had excited, and ſecure to 
his ſubje tts the full ormance of the ma- 
ny treaties that * n made for the "_ 
2 1 t 
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A of their commerce ; that he hoped the 

gampmons would grant him ſuch ſupplies, 

would enable him to carry on the ſervice 
the year with {pirit and reſolution + chat 
xe never was 2 time when ananimity, vi- 

ur, and diſpatch were more neceſſary than 
5 580 1 the attaining de many | 
had now in view: 
*. yt lay he U. done his part; it 
a 1 1 the goiſhing band 

to this pr work: a nnd 

enemies, Pk at home _ abroad, wete 
waiting the event of their refolutions ; and 
85 5 affirm, that the former Nad no- 
iog to fear, nor the latter any thing to 
im t juncture, from the 
a parliament, who, during the 
of his reign, had given ſuch 
nteſtible FR of their zeal and affection 
rament, and of their 


ls actachment ta the intereſt of their 


76 (OM ng was d ſooner withdrawn, than 
lord Carteret moved for an addreſs of thanks 
and congratulation to his majeſty. ug 
oppolition was made to this. motion by th: 
anti · courtiera, who alledged, that an 
8 was, in effect, 1 approve a 
gh which might be attended with dan- 


gerogs conſequences, 1040 to give the ſanc- 
ton 


4 — : 
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Son of chat auguſt aſſembly to a meaſure, 
which, upon examination, might appear to 
claſh with the law of nations, or former 
treaties, or to be prejudicial to the trade of 
'Great-Brirain: that they ought to pre with 
the utmoſt caution and matureſt deliberati 
in an affair, on which the honour, as.w 
3: ch inerſt of erden vere o lahr con- 
cerned... 2 ä 
Tord Strafford inſiſted, that, before the; 
approved the ſea-fight, they ought to be 
cisied whether it happened before or after 
| the. concluſion of the quadruple alliance: 
and therefore moved for an addreſs, that 
Sir George Byng's inſtxuRions might be laid 
r - 
_ Earl Stanhope replied, that there was no 
occaſion ſor ſuch an addrefs, fince, by his ma- 
jeſty's command, he had already laid before 
e houſe the treaties, of which the late ſea- 
fight was a.conſequence : particularly che 
treaty for a defenfive alliance between the 
emperor and his majeſty, concluded at Weſt- 
minſter on the twenty fifth day of Maj, 
7716; and the treaty of alliance for reſtor- 
zng and ſettling the public. peace ſigned at 
ondon. on the twenty-ſecond day of July. 
He then gndertook to demonſtrate the jaſ- 
tice and equity of thoſe treaties, which 
were calculated to preſerve and maintaio the 


MM a " 
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tranquillity of Europe, by rendering the treaty 
of Utrechs eFeAuzl, eſpecially in 1 
two great monarchies of France and 88k 
from ing uvited onder the ſame ſovereign, 
and eſtabliſhing the ſucceſſion of theſe king · 
doms in his majeſty family. 
le affirmed, - that the court of "Spain 
had violated the ' treaty of Utrecht, and 
ated againſt ho public faith, in attacking 
the empetor's dominjons, while he was en- 
gaged in a waragainſt the enemies of Chrifien> 
dom; and that they had rejected his majelſly's 
friendly offices and offers for mediating an 
accomodation. | He explained the cauſe of 
His own journey to Spain, He added, that 
jt was high time to check the growth of 
the naval power of Spain, in order to pro- 
tect and ſecure the trade of the Britiſh ſub · 
jets, which had been violently oppreſſed by 
the Spaniards, r 
He concluded with obſerving, that, both 
wich relation to Sir George Byng's inſtrue- 
tions, and every other ftep that bad been 
taken if the whole affair, his majeſty had 
acted by the advice of his privy-council : 
that he himſelf was one of that council; 
and he thought it an honour to have adviſed - 
his majeſty to- the purſuit of meaſures, which, 
he was perſuaded, were agreeable to the in» 
tereft of his country : that he doybred not, 
but, upon the firigeſt examination, ary 
wou! 


glihmer: and that he was ſo fully ſatished 
of this truth, that he would engage to ans 
ſwer for their rettitude with his head, This 


whole affembly; and though ſeveral peers 
fill continued to ſtart new objections, the 
motion was carried by a conſiderable ma- 
. ſame affair was conteſted with no 
leſs eagerneſs in the lower houſe, where the 
lord Hinchinbroke moved, that in the ad- 
dreſs of thanks, they ſhould declare thefr 
entire fatisfaQtion with thoſe meaſures, which 
had” alresqy been taken for the ſlrength- 
ening the Proteſſant ſueceſſon, and eſta- 
bliſhing a laſling tranquillity in Europe. 
The members in the oppoſition alledged, 
that it was unparliamentary and unprece- 
dented, onthe firſt day of the ſeſſion, to 
enter upon particulars: that the buſineſs in 


ſerved the moſt mature deliberation ; and 


been taken, they ought to examine the 
treaties and reaſons, on which thoſt meaſures 
were founded; To this it was anſwered, 


laid be fore the houſe, and which might be 
examined, as ſoon as che members thought 
| pro- 
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would be heartily approved by all true En- 


that the meaſures, which bad been taken, 
were grounded on treaties, which had been 


ſpeech made a deep impreſſion upon the 


* 


ſtion was of the higheſt importance, and 
that before they approved the meaſures, which 
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3: dut chat, in the mean tima, it was 
, at this critical juncture, when the 
eyes of all Europe were fixed on the pro- 
| ceedings of this parliament, early to come 
to a vi reſolution, Which could aet 
fail to Rave its due influence on che general 
face of affairs abroad. 
Mr. Walpole, who was now engaged in 
the oppoſition, alledged, that it was con- 
trary to the common rules of that houſe, to 
1 thing. before it was known : 
he was as ready, as any perſon in that 

8 aſſembly, to . ge his maje- 
ys great care for the wry peace of Eu- 
= Lo, and the intereft of Great-Britain ; 

but that the, giving ſanction, in the man- 
ner propoſed, to the late meaſures,. could 
15 . no other view than that of ſcreening 
miniſters, who were conſcious of having-be- 
gun a war with Spain, and now wanted to 
make it the parliament's war. He ſaid, 
that, inſtead of an entire ſatisfaction, they 
ougzzht to expreſs their entire diſſatisſaction 
with a conduct, which was contraray to the 
law of nations, and a breach of the moſt ſo- 
BB 

retary ra 8, In a 

explained the y Crogg tho. quadruple alli- 
ance and vindicated the miniſters in every 
Rep they had taken in the late p 


. 
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The addreſs, - as moved TIED 

Decke, was at laſt carried by a great majo- 

and preſented to his majeſty. . 

his — being ſettled, the rm 

| —— the ſupply. 

A thirteen thouſand five undred 

and twelve thouſand four hundred 

eb apr A men for” the land ſervice. The 

eſtimate amounted to two 

two hundred and fiſty-ſeven thouſand, fi 

hundred and eighty one Pounds, 

ſhillin rr The money was Yaiſed 
three ſhilling? on the-- 

— tax, and a lottery for h 

— =_ ge pgs | 


other on to eaſe the di 
thoſe ips, to which | 
creo in the late As they bad 
been zealous — is the 1 — 4 fuc- 


keen or 72 * os reaſonable Gy 
ouid enjoy ſome u ce, now that 
Kcceffion was firmly efabliſied ; and in 


7 
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thole ſentiments he was further confirmed 
| by his own. religious principles, which led 
' him 10 rant à juſt toleration to all his Pro» 
teſtant fubjects. 

Oa the thirteenth duy of PDecamber, FR) 
Stanhope declared in 55 houſe of lords, 
that, in order to vnite the hearts of the 
well affeQed to the preſent  eltabliſhwent, 
he had a bill to offer under the title of 
« An aQ for ftrengthening the. Proteflant 
<4 zntereſt in theſe ki agdoms.“ It was ac- 
cordingly read, and appeared to be bill re- 
Ss the acts againſt occaſional confor- 

. the growth of ſchiſm, and ſome clauſcs 
Corporation and Teſt aQts. © - 

wy 47 Stanhope moved that the bill might 
$298 a ſecond time: hut this motion was 
violently oppoſed. Then his 1 - en- 
deavoured to demonſtrate the- juſtice and 
equity of reſtoring Aten to chen 10 | 
Tights, and freeipg, them from the fl 
\ tizing and oppreflive laws, which bad by 

made : againſt them in turbulent times, and 
diane by upfair and indirect, methods, 
for no other reaſon, thay becauſe they bad 
ever ſhe wn a, zealons.. and frm... attach. 
ment to the principles of the revolution and 
the Proteſtant ſucceſſion, He ur ged, that 

his happy union of all true 1 
1 wou certainly ſtrengt en the reformed 

; -10+ 


— 
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Jateref;,* would rather be an advantage 


thas any prejudice to the church of Eng- 
bind, which would ſtill be head of all the 
Proteſtant churches; and the archbiſhop of 
Canterbury. would thereby become the patri- 


arch of all the Proteſtant elergy. | 


He was ſapported by the carls of Sunder- 
layd and Stanford, and ſeveral other peers 5 
but the Tories to a man, and even ſome of 
the Whigs, oppoſed the project with great 
vehemerce, aledging, amongſt other thingy, 


that this bill, if paſſed into a law, iriſtead of 


firengtheving, would certainly weaken the 
church of England, by plucking off her beſt 
ſeathers, inveſting her enemies with power, 
and allowing them to ſhate with churchnien 
the civil add military employments, of which 
the latter were then wholly poſſeſſed, © © 
Earl Cowper ſaid, that he was for giving 
the diſſenters as much eaſe as was conſiſtent 
with the ſafety of the conſtitution, and would 
readily give his vote ſor repealing the ſchiſm 
at; bur that he could not but "oppoſe that 
tt of the bill; by which ſome clauſes of the 
ell and Corporation acts were to be repeal - 
ed, becauſe he looked opoti thaſe acts as the 
main bulwatk of our excellent conſtitution 
I church and fate, which ooght to be in- 
violably preſerved, ö | 
R The 
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Tube earl of Ilay obſerved, that though he 
was educated in a different way from the 
charch of England; yet he could not but 
diſapprove of the bill, becauſe, in his, opi- 
nion, it broke the Paga Conventa of the 
treaty of Union, by which the bounds both 
of the church of England, and of the church 
of Scotland were fixed and ſettled ; and he 


was apprehenſive, that, if. che articles of the 


7 were broke with reſpect to oneChurch; 
might be afterwards a precedent to brealt 
The en ele = ay ot moved 
ear holmondeley having 
that the opinion of the biſhops ſhould be 
taken in this important affair, the archbi- 
Mop of Canterbury ſtood up and declared, 
that the acts, which by this bill would be 
repealed, were the main bulwarks and ſup- 
porters of the Engliſh church: that he had 
all imaginable tenderneſs for well - meaning, 
conſcientious diſſen ters ; but he could not 
help ſaying, that ſome of them made a 
wrong uſe of the favour and indulgence 
ſhewa them at the Revolution, though they 
had the leaſt ſhare in that happy event: it 
was therefore thought neceſſary, by the legiſ- 
lature, to interpoſe, and put à flop to the 
ſieandalous practice of occaſional conformity, 
which was condemned even by the ſoberer 
part of the diſſenters themſelves. th 
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of their aaturał rig 
the ſervice of man 
expoſed the moſt 
dinances to be * _— 
ious He eavoured to prove, 
N caſional and ſchiſm acts were, in 
effect, perſecuting las; and that, by admit- 
ting the principle of ſelf-deſence in matters 
of religiog, all the perſecutions exerciſed by 
the heathens againſt the profeſſors of Chriſti- 
2nity, and even the Popiſli-inquiſition, might 
be juſtified. - Wich re to the power, of 
which ſome appeared ſo fond and 
ſo jealous, he owned the deſire of power and 
niches was natural to all men; but he had 
learned; he ſaid, both from reaſon and the 
pel; that this defire muſt 'be kept within 
ue bounds, and not intrench-upon the rights 
and liberties of their . fellow creatures and 
countrymen. . | ' 
The biſhop ef Peterborough ſaid, he had 
obſerved from hiſtory, that the church was 
molt ſafe and flouriſhing, when the 2 
Vorl. XXIV. M. 


| 
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hot aſſet? than fell to thel 


mate, and —.— tender of the rights and li- 
becties of their fellow. ſubjects ; but that, 


when the clergy promoted arbitrary.meaſures 
and perſecutions 3 Lome” of them did in 


thereign of Charles the firſt; they firſt brought 
ſcandal and contempt upon themſelves, and, 
ut laſt; ruin both upon the church and ſtate. 
He added, that the pretence of the church 
being in danger, had been oſten «3 $4.48 
to carry on the *moſt- wielked d z and 
then theſe words made a mighty noe in the 
months of filly” women and children; but 
that, in his opinion, the church, which be 
. defined to be a ſcriptutal inflitorion, foun- 
.- *+.ded upon legal eſtablimment,“ was foun- 
ded on a rock} and could not be, in danger, 
as long as we enjoyed the light of the: golpe 
* and dur excellent conftitation, - - © 
:» He coneluded with obferving,. that, as the 
wiſdom of Solomon never more eminent] 
appeared, than in diſcovering the true mo- 
ther of the child, fo their lordſhips migbt 
* eaſily knoty the reaſon why ſome © petfots 
_ "ſpoke with 46 muctrtenderneſs for the af, 
3 by this bill; were to be repealed. 
After à long debate, the houſe agreed to 
eave out ſome clauſes relatiog to the Co. 
,* Poration wes Wer Get iben the! bill 4 
1 * Fe 4.4 as 7 
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and ſent down. to the. lower 15 | 
where it likewiſe met with a violent — 4 | 
tion, in ſpite of which it was carried by the 


. the general frain. of the kin 
ſpeech, it might be eafily' colleftcd, King's | 
rupture with Spain was n On 
the ſeventeenth day of December, his ma- 

ſent a meſſage to both heuſes, totimat- 
ing, that all his endeayours. to rs 
_ for Ong — done to 35 ee 
0 having proved 1 Au- 
W und; it neceſſary. jo * war 
1220 that : monarch. 18 
5 — age Dejng read, a 2. .motien . was 
addreſs to the kin 1 aſſuring him 


* 
a 


thay they al NES 0 321 
the proſecution vf the ar. pain el 

be obliged to accept of, reaſopab eo 0 
peace, and agree to. ſuch itions % trade 


and commerce, as the Engli 


to expect by virtue of war. 
'This was oppoſed 4 


other — 


be gras <5 
ſured the houſe, 15 


and twenty memori 


.  theoppohtion, that 
nation ; innſmuch as it appear 
marg uis de Monteleone, that they would have 


45 y 


_ cainly it was 2 


| Fat of Shale, 


ferent regulations that prevailed in the ſeve- 
tal provinces and'ports of that kingdom. _ 
| ed bythe members in 


| miniſtry had paid very 
little to the trade aud ĩntereſt of the 
ed by the an- 


ſwer of a Kerctury of Rute w che letter of the 


WY —_ 


| + eee 
. ided Spain would have 
tha tine? the aadraple alliance: mat bi 


th aff himſelf 
tions, but was rather wil · 


of his own to pro- 
"and tranquillity of 


extended but cer- 
| ancommor firetch of 
condeſcenſion. This alluded to a report which 
was then current, that the regent of France 
raltar and Pore-Mahon to the 
y he would accede to 
the quadru le'n ; ce. Dab d 
Horatio Walpole alledged, that the diſpo- 
was 


Gene IL 1% 
brother exclaimed againſt the injuſtice of at- 
'tacking a Spaniſh fleet before a declaration 
-of war. This was anſwered by Sir Joſeph 
Jekyll, who obſerved, that, when this afa; 
Was firſt mentioned in the houſe, he had 
been backward in giving his opinion, be- 
cauſe he had not then had leiſure to examine 


the ſeveral fleps which had been taken in it; 


but that he was pow fully convinced, that, 
if there was any injuſtice, it was on the fide 
of the king of Spain; and that the conduct 
of his majeſty and his miniſters, was en- 
rely agreeable to the law of nations, and 
the rules of juſtice and _ „Was it 
* juſt,” added he, in kin of Spain, 
„ to attack, without any formal tion, 
„ the dominions'of our ally, the emperor, 
„ while engaged in a war with the Turks ? 
* Was it jull, in the ſame prince, to invade 


de the dominions of another of our allies, 
the king of Sicily, without the leaſt pro- 


« yocation? And was it not juſt in his ma- 


« jeſty to vindicate the faith of his trea- 


«c ties, and to deſend and protect the trade of 
«© his ſabjects, which had been violently op- 


u preſſed ? The opinion of this gentleman 


had a great influence on the members in ge- 
neral : the majority agreed to the addreſs ; 
and ſuch another was carried an the upper 
houſe without a diviſion. Bk 

FE M 3 The 


1" 
N * 6 3 wy — — — — 
i Vw 2 — * — -_ 


Ig ' 


. * 


. 


4 — 


- — — 


* | - Sp - 4 . 
re 


— 
1 


* we 4. 
. +2 * 
* — - 


2 


© oy 
3 
— 


BLY A 5 4 0 ®* 
: »- The declaration of war, againſt Spain was 
: accordingly publiſhed; with the uſual ſolem- 
© miries; but, as. the Engliſh are ſeldom fond 
of a war with that nation, it was not attended 
- with thoſe ſhouts of joy, which are uſual on 
een nnd rw ft nt af 511, 
Mean while, cardinal. Alberoni exerted 
bis utmoſt endeavours to provide againſt the 
| florm, which he ſaw gathering round bim. 
He caufed new ſhips to be built, the ſea- 
ports to be put in a poſlure of defence, ſuc · 
cours to be ſent to Sicily, and the proper 
meaſures to be taken for the ſecurity of Sar- 
dinia. Conſcious, however, that, with all 
his pre parations, he ſhould be utterly inca- 
pable to geſiſt the united efforts of the three 
_ greateſt princes of Europe, he: reſolved to 
have recourſe to ſtratagem and - intrigues. 
He, by means of the prince de Cellamare, 
the Spaniſh am baſſador at Parie, caballed 
wich the male contents of that kingdom, who 
were numerous and powerful » & ſcheme 
was actually laid for ſeizing the regent in 
ne of thoſe parties of pleaſure, ck he 
: zrequemly made with bis miſtreſſes, in the 
„ and ſecuting the perſon of the young 
a | 252 - of ea? [ © 2.5 
The duke of Orleans got the firſt intima- 
tion of this plot from king George, who 


"gave him to underfland, that a conſpiracy 
72 was 
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was formed againſt his perſon and govern - 
ment. This notice, though only general, 
was of great uſe. The regent immediately 
—_ took meaſures for watching the conduct of 
all ſuſpected perſons ; and, in a little time, 
| 2 whole intrigue was diſcovered by acce 
cnt, k 
The prince de Cellamare intruſted bis diſ- 
patches, for the greater fecurity, to the 
. abbe Portacarrero, and to a ſon of the mar- 
quis de Monteleone. They ſet out from Pa- 
ris in. a_poſt-chaiſe, and were overturned on 
the road. The poſtilion obſerved, that Porto- 
.carrero was extremely anxious for the ſafety 
of his portmanteau, and heard him fay he 
would not have loſt it for a hundred thouſand 
piſloles. ke, , p< 471A 
The man, at his return to Paris, inform- 
ed the government of theſe circumſtances. 
The Spaniards being purſued, were over- 
mken and ſeized at Poitiers, with the port- 
manteau, in which the duke of Orleans 
found two letters that made him acquainted 
with the whole conſpiracy. The prince de 
Cellamare was immediately conducted to the 
frontiers of the kingdom: the duke and 
dutcheſs of Maine, the marquis de Pompa- 
dour, the cardinal de Polignac, and many 
other perſons of diſtinction, were committed 
to dilfezent priſons. - The regent declared 
< war 
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140 The Hiſtory of Enoiand: 
war againſt Spain on the twenty-ninth 
of. 8 an army of thirty th or. 
ſand men began its march towards that King- 
dom in January, under the command of 5 
duke of Berwick, _ © 
Cardinal Alberoni's intrigues were not 
confined to France: that mninifter had like- 
. wile projected an op of Great - Britain“. 
The duke of Ormond, repairing to Madrid, 
held . conferences with his eminence, and 
meaſures were concerted for raifing another 


rebellion in England. 

The. ene aitted Rome by ftealth, 
and embarking at etuno, l at Cag li- 
arri in the beginaag of March. Prom eve | 
he took his paſſage to Roſes in Catalonia, 
and 3 to Madrid, where he was re- 
<cived: with great expreſſions of friendſhip, 
and treated as king of Great-Britain. An 
armament had been equipped of ten ſhips of 
war, and a good number of tranſports, hav- 
Ing on 4 ſix thouſand regular troops, 
and arms for twelve thouſand men. 

The command of this fleet was conferred 
on the duke of Ormond, with the title of 

tain-general of his moſt Catholic maje- 
. fiy's forces. He was furniſhed with a de- 
Fa in this name of chat King, import- 
| + ing, 


” A. D. 179. 
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; that, for many good reaſons, he hall 
— part of his N Eng · 
land and Scotland, to act as auxiliaries to 
kivg Janes; that What had induced him to 
take this ſtep, was the certain intelli 
he had received, that many inhabitants of 
the two kingdoms, notwithſtanding their 
firong inclination” to acknowledge that 
-prince ſor their ſoverehn, durſt not open- 
5 ſor him, becauſe they did not ſee 
him ſupported by any of the ſtates: of Bu- 
rope, that bad eicher the will or the power 
to alliſt kim: that, in onder to remove this 
difficulty, He declared he was determined to 
exert his atmoſt endeavours for his reftora- - 
.tioff'to the throne of a kingdom, which, he 
ſaid, belonged to him by undoubted right: 
that he hoped” providence would favour fo 
Juſt a cauſe j but that the Fear of ill ſucces 
might not deter any perſon from openly eſ- 
Pouſiag bis intereſt, he promiſed a ſafe ro- 
treat, In his dominions, to all ſuch as ſhould 
be "obliged" to leave their country, on a- 
count of the ſhare, which they might bear 
in this ondertaking,”. 1 
King George Pavia -received from the 
regent of France timely notice” of this in- 
tended invaſion, began to take meaſures for 
defeating the'projet. He iflued a 
mation, offering a reward 40 thoſe, who 


» 
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142 « The Hiſtory of ENGLAND, BOG: 
ſhould a prehend the duke of Ormond, op 
any gentleman embarked in the expedition, 


He ordered troops to-aflemble in the North 


and in the Weſt of England: he demanded 
two thouſand men of the States-General ; 
and he cauſed a ſtrong ſquadron to be equip- 
my in order io oppoſe the Spaniſh arma- 
mene 2 3 

His majeſty having imparted - to both 
houſes of parliament the repeated advices he 
Had received touching the projected deſcent, 


they promiſed to ſupport him againſt all his 


enemies. They deſired him to augment 


his forces by ſea and land; and aſſured bim 
they would make good the extraordinary 


erpence. Two thouſand men were landed 
from Holland; and fix battalions of Impe- 
.rtalifls from the Auftrian Netherlands. The 
regent of France made an offer of twenty 
battalions 3 but theſe it was-nottbopght pro- 
per to accept ;'and indeed, as it foxtunately 
happened, thoſe, that had already arxived, 
were, in a great weaſure, uſeleſ s 

The duke of Ormond ſailed from Cadiz, 
-and-proceeded-with' a fair wind as far as 


Cape Fineſtre, where bis fleet was diſperſed 


and diſabled by a violent ſtorm, which en- 
titely defeated the purpoſed expedition. 
Two ſrigates. however, which had failed 
ſrom Port- Paſſage, arrived on the 5 of 

| g egg 
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Seotland with the earls of Mareſthal and 


Seaforth, the marquisof Tullibatdine, ſome 


Held officers, three hundred Spaniards, and 
arms for two thouſand men. They were 
joined by about ſixteen hundred. Highlan- 
ders, and took poſſeffion of Donah-catile. 
Agsinſt theſe inſurgents general Wights 
man - matched with a ſmall body of regular 
troops from Inverneſs. They had made them- 
ſelves maſters of the paſs of Glenſhiel: but at 
the approach of the king's forces, retired 
to the paſs of Stfachel, which they reſolved 


to defend. They wete attacked and driven 
from one eminenee to another till night, 
when the rebels diſperſed; and next. day 
the Spaniards ſurrendered themſelves pri- 
ſoners of war, Mariſchal; Seaforth, and Tul- 
libardine, with ſome other officers, retived 


to one of the weſtern iſles, reſolying to em- 


brace. the firſt opportunity of, making their 
eſcape to the continent. 


| + r 
. , The lords were ſo. highly entaged at the 


ndalous promotion of peets in the late 
teign, that they had long been exetcifing 


their invention; in order td find: out ſdme 
_ effeQual temedy againſt the like evil for the 
future; though the expedient they adopt- 


ed, ſeems rather to have. been ot. 100 ſelfiſh 


and monopoliaing & natute. 
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144. The Hiftbry of Excbabb: 
On the laſt day of February, the decke er 
Somerſet repreſented in the upper houſe, 
that the number of peers being very much 
encreaſed, iy ünce the 4 che 
two kingdoms, it was abſolutely neceſſary to 
take ſome ſleps for preſerving the dignity of 
the peerage, and to prevent the inconveni- 
ences which might attend the creation of a 
great — peers., to. anſwer a 
purpoſe ; a meaſure. which had been actually 
embraced by her late majeſty, He therefore 
moved, chat a bill might be brought in to 
ſettle and limit the peerage in ſuch à man- 
ner, that the number of Englim peers ſhoukl 
not be enlarged 18 fix above the pre- 
ſent number, which, n failure of male 
2 3 be — by new creations; 
that, inſtead of the ſixteen electĩve peers 


— Scotland, twenty-five ſhould be made 


hereditary, on the part of that kingdom; 
and that this number, upon failure of heirs 
male, - ſhould be ſupplied from the oder 
"members of the , Scottiſh. peerage. 
his bill, beſides anſwering its: profeſſed 
| purpoſe, was intended as a refiratnt upon 
-the prince of Wales, who happened to be 
at variance with — eſent miniſiry. The 
ones was ſuppo by the duke of Ar- 
gyle, now r of the houſtold, 
2 earls of Carliſle and Suaderland. It 
Was 


oa 14 
was oppoſed by the carl of ' Oxford, who 
fred, 7 as it tended to take away the 
brighteſt gem from the crown, it was matter 
of wonder to ſee it ſipported by thoſe; who, 
by the great employments they enjoyed, 
ſeemed under the fineſt obligation to take 
care of the royal prerogative: that he there- 
fore apprehended there muſt be ſome ſecret. 
meaning in this motion; bat, for his own 
part, though he expected nothing from the 
crown, yet he would never give his vote for 
Jopping off ſo valuable a branch of the pre- 
rogative, as ſuch a reſtriction would put it 
out of the power of the king to reward merit 
and virtuous ations, © a 
T be debate was adjounred to the ſecond 
day of March, when earl Stanhope deliver- 
ed a meſſage from che king, importing. 
that ds they had under conſideration the 
fate of the Britiſh peerage, his majeſty had 
ſo much at heart the ſettling it upon ſuch a 
foundation as might ſecure the freedom aud 
conſtitution of parliaments in all future ages, 
that he was willing his prerogative ſhould 
not ſtand in the way of fo great and neceſ- 
_ ſary 4 work, en en. 
| This intimation was followed by another 
violent debate. Earl Cowper affirmed, that 
the part of the bill relating” to tbe Scot- 
tiſh peerage, was a manifeit violation of 
Vo. XXV. mae 
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144+ The Hiftbry of Erh? : 
On the laſt day of February, the duke of 
Somerſet repreſented in the upper houſe, 
that the number of peers being very much 
efpecially-fnce che anion df the 
ngdoms,. it was abſolutely neceſſary to 
talee ſome ſleps for preſerving the dignity of 


dde peerage, and to prevent the inconveni- 


ences which might attend — creation: of a 
great number peen to anſwer à preſent 
purpoſe ; à meaſure which had been actually 
embraced by her late majeſty. He therefore 
moved, that a bill might be brought in to 
ſettle and limit the peerage in ſuch à man- 
ner, that the number of Kngliſh ipeers/ ſhould 
not be en beyond ſix above the pre- 
ſent number, which, 2 failure of male 
ue, might be ſupplied by new creations; 
and that,. inſtead oi the ſixteen elective 
from Scotland, twenty - ve ſhould be made 
hereditary, on the part of that kingdom; 
and that this number, upon failure of heirs 
male, ſhould be ſupplied from the other 
members of the ; Scottiſh-peerage. 
profeſſed 


 -*'Dhis bill, beſides anſwering it: 
- purpoſe, was intended as à reſtraint upon 
the prince of Wales, who happened to be 
at variance with the preſent minifiry. The 
motion was ſupported by the duke of Ar. 
 gyle, now lord-ſte ward of the houſtold, 
the earls of Carliſle and Suaderland, It 
Was 


1 
onen L 145 
vin oppoſed by the earl of Oxſord, who 
My 8 it tended to take away the 
brighteſt gem from the crown, it was matter 
of wonder to ſee it ſupported by thoſe; Who, 
by the great employments they enjoyed, 
ſeemed under the fineſt obligation to take 
care of the royal prerogative : that he there- 
fore apprehended there muſt be ſome ſecret - 
meaning in this motion; bat, for his own 
part, though he expected nothing ſrom the 
crown, yet he would never give his vote for 
Jopping off fo valuable a branch of the pre- 
roganve, as fuch a reſtriction would put it 
out of the power of the king to reward meric 
and virtuous actions. * 
The debate was adjounred to the ſecond 
day of March, when earl Stanhope deliver- 
ed a meſlage from the king, importing. 
that as they had under conſideration t 
fate of the Britiſh peerage, his majeſty had 
ſo mach at heart the ſettling it — a 
foundation as might ſecure the freedom aud 
conſlitution of parliaments in all future ages, 
that he was willing his prerogative ſhould 
not ſtand in the way of fo great and neceſ- 
ſary 4 work. r bee 
1 intimation was followed by another 
violent debate. Earl Cowper affirmed, that 
the part of the bill relating” to the Scot- 
tiſh peerage, was a manifeit violation of 
„ 4 -:roghe 
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the treaty of, union, as well as e 
piece of unjuſlice, as it would deprive per- 
ſons of their right, without being heard, 


and without. any pretence of forfeiture on 


their part. He urged, that the Scottiſh 
peers, excluded "uh the number of the 


2 would be in a worſe condition 


other ſubjects in the kingdom: for 


from the hopes of ever arriving at dignity 
- and title; and they did not fail, to exclaim 
_ againſt, it, as a violent encroachment upon 
the conſtitution of the kingdom, Pamph- 
lets were writ and publiſhed - on both 
des of the queſtion; and , a national cla 
mour began to ariſe, when earl Stanhape 
obſerved, in the houſe, that as the bill had 
raiſed ſtrange * 
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Alen to delay the farther . 
it fall a more proper opportunity 
wa accordingly arop + tap coy the patlia- 
ment_prorog oy on eighteenth 457 of 
ben his majeſty 5 — 4 ff 40 to 
( b houſes, in which he thanked them for 
real and afeAion they had ſhewu to his 
peoſon and government.during the late pro- 
d inyalion. . 
kin having appointed lords: juſtices® 
to yern the Kingdom in bis abſence, em- 
on the eleventh of May for Holand, 
from whence he proceeded to Hanover, 
where he concluded a peace with Ulrica, 
the new queen of Sweden. By this treaty 
Sweden ceded for ever to the royal and elec- 
toral houſe of Hanover, the dutchies of 
Bremen and Verden, with all their de a- 
dencies: king Gearge en to preſerve 
to his new ſubjeQs, their Vis ts, privileges, 
property, =_ religion, and to diſcharge 


the iocumbrances of the Swediſh crown in 

thoſe datchies, He likewiſe obliged himſelf 

1 pay a e % 5 A to the TY 
THY 2 


„ The lords-juſtices, were, ths clad a Can- 
terbury, lord-chancellor Parker, the dukes of Kingfton, 
Argyle, (now likewiſe duke of Greenwich) Newcaltle, 
Bolton, ry 2 and Roxbureh, the earls of 


Sundelahd, Barkley, and Stanhope, and 


—— 
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def Sweden, and to renew, as king of Great. 
Britain and elector of Hanover, the alliance: 
_ formezly ſubſiſling between his predeceſſors 

and that kingdom. At the ſame tim he 
mediated a peace between Sweden and his 
| heals” the Danes, the Raffians, and 
The Czar, however, rejected bis media- 
nion, and reſol»ed to proſecute his-ſchemes 
of. conquelt.. He. ſent bis fleet to the 
Scheuroa or Batſes of Sweden, where his 
- troops landed to the number of fifteen thou. 
and men, and committed dreadful ravages; 
. but Sir] 'ho Norris, who commanded the Bri- 
tiſh ſquagron in thoſe ſeas, having orders to 
ſupport, the negociations,, aad oppoſe any 
hoftilities. that might be committed, the 
Zar, dreading the fate of the Spaniſh navy, 
ought proper to recal his fleet. 
Ia a admiral Byng continued 
with anwearied diligence to aſſiſt the Im 
alifts in folding the conqueſt of Sicily. The 
EE of Vienna had reſolves th ſend , Aron 
body of forces to complete the reduQion o 
iſland ; and the command of this army 
Was entruſted to the count de Mere, ap ex- 
perienced and gallant. officer, with whom 
Sir George Byn Ras at Naples. The 
: admiral Epple them with amm unition and 
artillery, from the Spaniſh ** 3 * 
the 


1. AEGwe non! 

mme wholer reinforcement under his envoys 
and ſaw them ſafely landed in the bay of 
Patti, to the number of three thouſand five 
hundred horſe, and ten thouſand infantry. » 
Count Merci thinking bimſelf a match 
for the Spaniſh forces ' commanded- by the 
marquis de Lede, attacked them in a firon 
camp at Villa-Franca; aud was repul 
with the loſs of eight hundred men killed, 
and two thouſand” four hundred wounded, 
bimſelf having received a muſket- ball in 
the rein 'Here his army was: reduced to 
great ſtraits for want of proviſion, and 
moſt actusliy have periſhed with hunger, 
bad not they been ſupplied by the Engliſh 
e e eee ee 
Admiral Byng was no ſooner informed 
of the misfortune at Villa Franca, than he 
embarked two battaliom from the garriſon of 
Mellazzo, and about a thouſand recruits, 
whom he ſent under-accovey through the 
Faro to Schiſo- bay, to reinſorce the Impe · 
rial army. He atterwards aſſiſted at a coun- 
eil of war with the German generals, who, 
in conſequence of his advice, laid ſiege to 
the town of Meſſina. Then he repaired 
to Naples, where he repreſented to count 
Gallas, the new viceroy, that, as the at- 
tempting the reduction of Sicily and Sar - 
dinia at one and the ſame time would proba- 
bly be attended with the miſcarriage of both 

N 3 enter- 
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enterprizes, the troops deſtined for the con - 
et of Sardinia ought firſt-40 be landed in 

Sicily, and co-operate towards the conqueſt 
of that iſland. The was immedi- 
ately tranſmitted to the court of Vienna. 
In the mean time the admiral. returned to 

Sicily, and affifted at the ſiege of Meſſina. The 
' town ſurrendered on the eighth day of Auguſt, 
the garriſon retired into — and the 
remains of the Spaniſh navy, which: had eſ- 
. Caped at Paſſaro, were now deſtroyed in the 
mole. The emperor approved of the ſcheme 
propoſed by the Engliſh admiral, to whom he 
wrote a gracious letter, acknowledg- 
ing, with the warmeſt expreſſions of grati- 
tude, the important ſervices he had perform- 
ed to the Imperial family and the common 
cauſe, and acquainting him that he had diſ- 
patched orders to the governour of Milan, 


to ſend the deſigned for Sardinia, 
to Vado, in order to be tranſported into 
Sicily. --  - a | 


ae of chi; aft ware met- 
ter of the utmoſt conſequence, the admiral 


zeſolved to conduct it in perſon. Having 
furniſhed the Imperial army befote Meſſins 
with another ſupply of ammunition, he ſet 
fail for Vado, where he overcame: number - 
leſs difficulties ſtarted by the jealouſy of 
count Bonneval, who had been appointed 
4 PS com ; 
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commander in chief of the forces deftined 
for Sardinia, and was unwilling to ſee them 
diverted to another expedition, where he 
could only act in a ſubordinate capacity. 
At length admiral 42 hawk: the troops em- 
barked, and conveyed t to Meſſina, the 
citadel of which ſurrendered about ten days 

after their arrival. This conqueſt, however, 
was purchaſed at a dear rate, the Germans 
having loſt no leſs than five thouſand men in 
the enterprize. 5 OR POS * 
By this time the marquis de Lede had 
ſortiſed à ſtrong at Caſtro Giavanne 
in the center of the iſland. The Imperi- 
aliſts could not, with any proſpect of ſucceſs, 
attack him in this ſi tuation; nor could they 
remain in the neighbourhood of Meſſina, 
on account of the {carcity of proviſions. 
They would therefore have been ge! 
to abandon the iſland during the winter, had 
not.the admiral undertaken to convey them 
by ſea to Trapani, where they could en- 
large their quarters in a plentiful conntry, 
and be better able to annoy the enemy. 
He not only did them this ſervice, but even 
ſupplied them with corn from Tunis at his 
own expence, as the . harveſts of Sicily had 
been gathered into the Spaniſh magazines. 
It was the ſecond” day of March before the 
laſt embarkation of the Imperial . 
ue we 
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152 1/8 The Hiſtory off Enctann. . 
were landed at Trapani. The whole army, 
being brought together, amounted” to four- 
teen thouſand foot, and three” thouſand ca- 
valry, beſides the garriſons of Meſſina, Me- 


lazzo,,, Syracuic, and other towns in that 


neighbourhood, S 

Phe marguis de Lede, alarmed at the beat 
approach of the Germans, retired to Alcamo, 
from. whence he ſent his mareſchal du camp 
to the count de Merei and the Engliſh” ad- 
miral, with overtures for. evacuating Sicily. 
The propoial, was not dffagreeable to the 


Germans, who would thereby babe "gained 


their main point; but Sir George:Byng' de 
clared, that pot a Spaniard ſhonſd'quir the 
;land, till. the conclufion. of a general-peace; 
as he foreſaw that theſe troops, Which were 
the flower of the Spaniſh 'army, would be 
employed either again France or England. 

e apreed, however, with count "Merci, 
in propoling,.. that, if the marquis would 
ſurrender Palermo, and xetire, with his 
forces, into the midgle part of the iſland, 
they would conſent, to a ceſſatibn of hoſtili- 
ties for fix weeks, till the Tentiments of 
their ſeveral courts ſhould be Known.” The 
marquis conſented to ſurrender Palermo; in 
conſideration of a ſuſpenſion of arms for 
three months ;. but, while this negociation 
was depending, he teceived an expreſs from 
pete , Madrid, 
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Madrid, acquainting him, that; a gen 
= was concluded. Nevertheleſs, be 
broke off the treaty, in conſequence of a 
ferret order for that purpoſe. The reaſon 
bor this unuſual ſtep was, that the king of 
Spain 2 to procure the reſtitution of St. 
Sebaſtian's, Fontarabia, and other places 
taken zu the courſe of the war, in exchange 
for the evacuation of Sicily. 
Hlaſtilieies were continued, until the ad- 
miral received advice from the earl of Stair 
at Paris, that the marquis de Beretti Landi, 
the Spaniſh' ambaſſador- at the Hague, had 
ſigned the quadruple alliance. By the ſame 
courier packets were delivered to the count 
de Merei, and the uis de Lede, which 
laſt ſent a meſſage to the admiral and the 
Imperial general, importiog, that he look- 
ed upon the peace as a thing concluded; 
and was ready to treat about a ceſſation of 
hoſtilities. fas” T7 3-7 * $14 28% 
To this intimation they made anſwer, that 
as the evacuation of Sicily and Sardinia 
were to be performed within two months, 
aſter the figning of the 2 they were 
ready to conſent to a ſuſpenſion of arms, 
upon his delivering up the city and caſtle of 
Palermo, at which place tranſports would be 
beft provided, and other neceſſary meaſures 
concerted for the tranſportation of the Spa 
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niſh army to their own country, The mar- 
quis alledged, that, as their maſters were in 
treaty for ſettling the terms of evacuating 
thoſe iſlands, he did not think himſelf an- 


thorized to a to a ceſſation on any other 
condition, than that each ſhould re · 


main on the ground they — and ex- 
pect further orders from their principals. 
After a fruitleſs interview between the 
commanders at Caſſine de Noſſiguola, the 
Imperial general reſolved' to lay fege to 
Palermo. Wich this view be decamped 
from Alcamo on the ſixteenth day of Apiil, 
and followed the marquis de Lede, who re 
treated before him, and took poſſeſſion of 
the advanta that led into the 
plains of Palermo; but the count de Merci, 
with ſurprizing activity, marched over the 
mountains, while the admiral coaſted along 
ſhore, attending the motions of the army. 
The Spaniſh ' general obſerving the Ger- 
mans deſcending into the plain, retired un- 
der the cannon of Palermo; and fortified 
His camp with ſtrong intrenchments. On 
che ſecond day of May the Imperialiſts took, 
by ſurprize, one of the enemy's redoubts, 
which commanded' the whole line of their 
camp; and the marquis de Lede ordered all 
His fopces to be drawn out to retake this for- 
tification ; both armigs were in motion, and 
* . Oh 


— a << +. 


Growers.” ws 
bn the very point of engagi when a cou- 
rler — in x ſluce wich a packet 3 
marquis, containing powers to treat 
ah about” the - evacuation of the -1ſland, 
and the tranſportation of the army to Spain. 
He inftantly drew off his forces; and ſent 
' a trumpet with letters to the general and ad- 
miral, acquainting them with the orders he 
bad received. Commiſſioners were appoint- 
ed on each ſide, the negociations begun, 
and the convention ſigned in leſs than a 


week. The Germans were put in potleſſi- 
on of Palermo on the tenth day of May; 
and the Spaniſh army marched to Termini, 
'a "tow on the fea coaſt, from whence the 
were tranſported to Barcelona. LOS + . 
The admiral did not leave the Mediterra- 
nean until he had ſeen the iſlands of Sicily 
and Sardinia evacuated by the Spaniards, 
and the emperor eſtabliſhed in the ſecure 
poſſeſſion of the former, and the duke of 
Savoy in that of the latter; for which pur- 
poſe ſour battalions of Piedmonteſe troops 
were embarked at Palermo, and ſent under 
a convoy to Caligari in Sardinia. 
In a word, admiral Byng bore ſuch a con- 
Aderable ſhare in this war of Sicily, that the 
fate of the iſland - depended entirely on his 
courage; conduct, and activity; the one 
party acknowledging, chat they * 
7 ave 
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have conquered, and the. other, that 
could not have been ſubdued without 


aſſiſtance. | When, be waited on bis majeſty 


at Hanover, he met with a very gracious re- 
ception. The king dold him, that de had 
ſound out. the ſectet of obliging his vne- 
mies as well as his friends; ſor the court of 
Spain had mentioned, with the warmeſt ex- 
preſſions of gratitude, his fair and friend 
deportment in providing tranſports and 
other neceſſaries for the embarkation of 
their troops, and protecting them from the 
oppreſſions to which they muſt otherwiſe 
have been expoſed. 1 „ 2 
_ "He: was, appointed treaſurer of the navy, 
and rear-admual of Great-Britain : in a Jit- 
tle time he was ennobled by the title of viſ- 
couttt Torrington « he was declared à pri- 
vy - counſellor; and afterwards made knight 
af the Bath, on the revival of that order. 
During theſe; tranſactions in the Mediter- 
rancan, the duke of Berwick advanced with 
the French army to the frontiers. of Spain, 
where he took Fort Paſſage, and deſtroyed 
fix Spaniſh. ſhips of war that were, upon the 
ſtocks:  'Then he formed the fiege of Fon- 
tatabia, which he reduced in. June, together 
with St. Sebaſtian's and Port- Antonio, in 
the bottom of the bay of Biſcay. Ia this 
exploit the French were aſſiſled by two bor 


gun ſhips unfiniſhed, and a great quantity 
of feat ſtores. 55 
Tbe king of England, with a view to 
revenge himſelf for the defigns formed a- 


CY 
= 


jeged the conqueſt of Corunna in the 


Four thouſand men, commanded by lord 
Cobham, were embarked at the Iſle of 
Wight, and ſailed on the twenty-firſt day of 
September, under the convoy of ſive ſhips 
of war, conducted by admiral Mighels, who 
was to be joined by captain ſjohnſon, then 
cruifing off Fontarabia. i PTS of 2 

Inſtead of making an attempt upon Co- 
runna, they reduced Vigo with very little 
difficulty: Pont · a · Vedra ſubmitted without 
teſiſtabce: and Nedondella was abandoned 
by the inhabitants. Here they found a great 
quantity of braſs; artillery, ſmall arms, and 
military flores, which had been intended for 
the invaſon of England, and the very troops 
that garriſoned theſe? places were to have 
been part of the army deſlined for the ſame 
purpoſe. £0 uf N 


had an opportunity of joining the admiral, 
entered the port of Ribadero td the eaflward 
Vet. XXXIV. O of 


dred ſages ſeamen, , who burned two fix - 


ajnt his crown and dignity, and indemnify 
Bis ſubjecs for the'expence of the war, * 
ay 


of Biſcay, and of Peru in South- America. 


Meanwhile captain Johnſon, who bad not 
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of cape Ortegas, Where he deſtroyed two 
Spaniſh ſhips of war, and made prize of 2 
merchantman ; ſo that the naval power of 
Spain was entirely ruined. The expedition 
to the Weſl-liidies was long delayed by 
contrary winds,. and at laſt prevented by the 
voncluſion of the peace. 1 
Spain, oppreſſed on all ſides, and utterly 
exhauſted by the efforts ſhe bad made, nov 
ſaw the neceſſity of a ſpeedy pacification. 
Philip was at length convinced: of the mad- 
neſs of Alberoni's +2 * That miniſter 
had rendered himſelf odious to the emper 
the king of England, and the regent of 
France, Who . unanimouſly declared they 
would liſten to no propoſals, while he ſhould 
continue in office. I ED" R197. 
The Spaniſh monarch, therefore,. diveſled 
him of all his employments, forbade him 
to appear any more in his preſence, ordered 
him to depart from Madrid in eight days, 
and to quit the kingdom in the ſpace of three 
months. The marquis de Beretti Landi, 
the Spaniſh. minifter at the Hague, delivered 
a2 plan of pacification-to the States: but it 
was rejected by the allies ; and Philip was at 
Laſt * to accede to the quadruple alli 
ance. The war with Spain, Hug drawn 
out to a greater length than. is here ſpecified, 
id was thought proper to comprehend in as 
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neral view,. that the reader m che. be able | 
o form an idea of the whole, . = 
have his attention diſtracted hore foreig 
tains, whale puriuing che con 


8 of the bag 
Orr. 
On the 3 day of November, ahe 


lag feturned to England, and on the twen- 


ty-dicd opened the ſefion of parliament 
with a ſpeech, in which he told them, that 
all 'Evrope; as well as Great-Britain, was 
nl ered. from the 
influence of Britiſh 

alms and councils: that he hoped the com- 
mobs would concert proper meaſures for 
2 — debts of the nation : that he 
they were all ſenſible of the man 
—— and unnatural attempts which 
had been formed againſt his perſon and go · 
vernment, fince his acceſſion. to the throne: 


| that our diviſions at home had been magni, 
fedabroad ; and, by inſpiring into ſome fo- 


powers a falſe opinion of our force, 
encouraged them to treat us in a man- 
ner, which the crown of Great · Britain 
ſhould never endure, while he wore it: that 
if the neceffities. of his nt had 
S them, from motives of 
and ion, to truſt him with pow- 


— of which they had always, with good 


been the whole ng — 
reaſon, ag 
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acknowledge, that theſe powers had been fo 
uſed, as to juſtify the "confidence they had 
repoſed in him; and; as he could truly af- 
firm, that no prince was ever more "zealous 
to encreaſe his own authority, than he was 
to maintain the liberty of his people, he 
hoped they would think of ſome — 
method to preſerve and tranſmit to poſterity, 
the freedom of our happy: conſtitution, and 
particularly to ſecure that part of it, which 
was moſt liable to abuſe: that, as far as hu- 
man prudence could - foreſee; the unanimity 
of rg — parliament , _ eſtabliſn, 
together with the peace o ope, the 
trade and commerce of theſe: — on 
a laſtiug foundation: he thought every man 
might now find an end of all hs labours : all 

he had to aſſe of them was; that they would 
agree to be a great and flouriſhing people, 
fHince that was the only means by which he 
deſired to become a happy king 
The addreſſes of both houſes were con- 
ceived in the warmeſt terms of gratitude and 
affection. They, © in particular; "thanked 
him for having interpoſed in favour of the 
Proteſtants of Hungary, Poland and Ger · 
many, Who had been oppreſſed by the prac- 
tices of the Popiſh. clergyi; and preſented to 
him memorials containing a detail of their 
grievances. .” He and all the Proteſtant 
Warren ons £37 ,i 1 Powers 


eQ 


warmly ipterceded in their behalf; 
een anſwers were returned to their 
remonſtrances ; but the grievances were not 
n 
The age: hill was now revived by the 
dulce o Buckingham, and, notwithſtand- 
ing the vigorous oppoſition made by ſeveral 
members, paſſed through the upper houſe 
with great difpatch. In the lower houſe it 
Was . by Mr. ſecretary Craggs, who 
was faid to have got a ptomiſe of one of the 


F 


fix new peerages. He urged, that his ma- 
jelly, fince his acceſſion to the throne, had 

ad no other view than to promote the hap- 
pineſs and welfare of his ſubjects, and to 
preſerve their rights and liberties inviolate : 
that * in his royal wiſdom, confider- 


ed the abuſe, - which had been made in the 
laſt reign, of that branch of the prerogative, 
which related to the creation of peers ; an 
abuſe, which had brought the liberties of 
Great-Britain and of all Europe, into immi- 
nent danger, he had, through a condeſcenſion 
worthy of a prince troly magnanimous, been 
aciouſlypleaſed to conſent, that ſuch bounds 
d be ſet to that part of the prerogative, 
as might prevent any exorbitant and dange - 
rous exertion of it for the future: that it was 
enly in the reign of good princes, that legif- 
lators had opportunities to Temedy and a- 
mend the deteAs, to which all human infli- 
Wer O 3 tutions 
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tations were ſubje&.: and that, if the pre- 
ſent occaſion of rectifying that apparent flaw 
in the conſtitution were loſt, it might, per · 
haps, never be retrieved; I-00 
The bill was oppoſed by Mr. Robert Wal. 
pole, who obſerved, that, among the Ro- 
mans, the. wiſeſt 2 upon Sarth, the 
' ſemple of Fame was placed behind the tem- 
2 * there was » 
coming to the former, without going th 
the latter; but, if this bill paſſed =. 
law, one of the moſt powerful incentives to 
virtue would be taken away, fince there 
uld be no coming to honour but through 
he winding-ſheet of an old decrepid lord, 
and the grave of an extin& noble family: 
that it was matter of ſurprize, that a. bill of 
this nature ſhould have been projected, or, 
at leaſt, promoted by a gentleman, (meaning 
earl Stanhope). who had, not long ago, fat 
in the lower houſe, and who, having now 
got into the houſe of peers, would gene- 
rouſly ſhat the door behind him: that this 
bill would not only be a diſcouragement to 
virtue and merit, but likewiſe endanger the 
conſtitation of the kingdom; for, as there 
was a due balance between the three branch- 
ez of the legiſlature, ſo, if more weight 
were thrown into any one of thoſe branches, 
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muentiy 
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ance, in which-they were p 


—— — lordſhi 
ſhould fend down ſuch a bill to the com 
mons, for how could they expect that the 
Smmons would give their conſent to 
Jurious a law, by which 
llexity were to be excluded Peer 
age? And how would the lords receive a 
bill, enacting that a baron ſhould not be 
made a viſcount, nor a viſcount an earl, and 
ſo u 95 — — ſome _— 

es, the bill, as might naturally have 
been foreſeen, was rejected by a great ma - 
Jority. + «4 $4, 4 «4 
a — affair, which came before the 
parliament, was a bill for better ſecuring 
= dependency of Ireland upon the crown 
of Great-Britain. - This was occaſioned ' by 
an appeal made by Maurice Anneſley, to 
the houſe of peers in England, from a decree 
of the houſe of peers in Ireland. The Bri- 
tſk peers teverſed the ſentence of the Iriſh, - 
lords, and ordered the barons of the exche- 

| er 
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quer in Feland, to put Mr. Anneſley in pol. | 
leſſion of the lands he had loft by the decres 


paſſed in that kingdom: 


The barons obeyed this order; and the 


Iriſh® houſe of -peers paſſed a vote agsinſt 
them,” importing, that they had acted in de- 
rogation to the king's prerogative in his 
high court of parliament in Ireland, as alſo 


of the rights and privileges of that king- 


dom, and the parliament thereof. They 
likewiſe ordered them to be taken into the 
cuſtody of the black rod; and tranſmĩtted a 


long repreſentation to the king, demonſtrat- 


ing their right to the final judicatare of 
cauſes in that kingdom. 
When this affair came under conſideration 
in the houſe of lords in England, the duke 
of Leeds urged fifteen reaſons to ſypport the 
claim of the Iriſh peers: but the Britiſh 
peers reſolved, that the barons of the Ex- 
ehequer in Ireland had acted with courage, 
according to law, in ſupport of his majeſty's 
prerogative,” and with' 10 | 

of Great- Britain. They defired the king. 
in an addreſs, to confer on them ſome marks 
of his royal favour, as a recompence for the 
Ml uſage they had received, in being unjuſt- 
ly cenſured, and illegally impriſoned for 
doing their daty. Finally, they prepared 


and paſſed a bill, enacting, that the king” 
9 34) n 


elity to the crown. 


—_ 
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dom of Ireland was ſubordinate to, and de- 
nent upon, the Imperial crown of Great- 
itain, "us being inſeparably united and an - 
nezed to the ſame: that the king and par- 
liament of Grest- Britain had fulf power aud 
authority to wake laws and ſtatutes of ſuffl- 
cient force und validity to bind the people 
and the kingdom of Ireland: that the houſe 
of prers in Ireland had no right to paſs ſen · 
tence, affirm, or reverſe any judgment or de- 
cree, given, or made in any court in that” 
kingdom : and that all N Þ before 
the ſaid houſe of lords, upon any ſuch judg- 
ment or decree, were null and void, to alt 
intents and purpoſes whatſoever. In the 
lower houſe, the bill was oppoſed by Mr. 
Pitt, Mr. Hungerford, the lords Moleſworth 
and Tyiconndd; bat, being ſupported by 
Sir Joſeph Jekyll, Mr. Yorke, and others, 
it was carried by the majority, and received 
cd Q<£ cw rr re e 
The king, having recommended to the 
commons, the conſideration of proper means 
to leſſen the national debt, a ſcheme was 
now formed for” that purpoſe, by reducing 
all the public funds into one general ſtock. 
The Bank and South-ſea company delivered 
their ſeveral propoſals to the government. 
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As e great ns 7 
cation of this proj | 
ſome time, to e in 1. 

South- ſea 5 aut 
and a, bill was or 4 


lower houſe, agreeable to e 1 
by that company. Tx . 
While this afair. was in agitazion,..the 
flock of the Sauth: ſea company riſe. from. 
one bupdied and thirty, to near fans: bun- 
Ared, in conſequence of the conduct 0, the 
commons, who hag rejedted a manan; 2 
a clauſe in che bill, ta fix what ſhave of the 
Capital ſack of the dme he 


granted to thoſe praprie 2 
._- might — 1, fi 


| os Ages 


ſuhſo: 
g | the props was vi 


r houſe hy the lard. 

Cowper, the dukes of. Wharton, Buck-, 
inghamſhure. and other Lag oy urged, 
that it was unjuſt. j it nathre, and 
might prove fatal in ita ences, 
as it ſeemed calculated for 2 es 
a few, and impoveriſhi reat many: 
chat it countepanced an — rized - the 
ſraudulent and pernicious practice of ſtock 


bbing, an 1 
jobbing * Produced 


„Gren. 16 
miſchief in diverting the genius of the pea- 
10 from trade and induſtty: that ic would 


ve Forefgsers the opportunity to double 
8 treble the 215 dies ho in. rug 
voblic funds; and t them to withdraw 

feir cspiral ock and immenſe gains to 
ether "countries; ſo that Great- Britain 
world be drained of its gold and filver: 
"that the-artificial and prodigious riſe of the 
'Sourh-ſea ſtock was a 7 Ay bait, which 
'wight "decoy many unwary people to their 
ruin 3 and 'allure them by a falſe proſpect of 
gain, to part with the froits of their induſ- 
try, to porchaſe imaginary riches; that the 
-addirion of 


above thirty millions capital 


. would” give ſuch vaſt power to the  South- 
fea'company, as might endanger the liber- 
"ties of the nation, and in time ſubvert the 
eonſtitution of the kingdom; for, by their 
'extenfive intereſt, they would be able to in - 
Avence” the elections of the members; and 
conſequently, over rule the reſolutions of 
the houſe of commons: that in all public 
Vargains, thoſe in adminiſtration ought to 
take <are, that they be always more advan- 
tageous to the public than to private per- 
ſons ; but that a contrary method. ſeemed to 
"have been followed in the contract with the 
. South-ſea company; - for, ſhould the ſtocks 
be kept at the advanced prices, to which 
they had been failed by the oblique arts of 
W Br, cog . 
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Rock jobbing, either that company or its 
Principal members, would gain above thir- 
ty millions, of which no more than one 
Fourth part would be given towards the diſ- 
charge of the national debts :, that the re- 
purchaſe of annuities would meet with in- 
Toparable difficulties 3 and in that caſe, none 
bat a few perſons, who were in_thedecret, 
Who had eatly bought ſtocks at a low rate, 
and afterwards fold them at a high price, 
_ would be gainers by the projet. 
The earl of Sunderland anſwered theſe 
_obje&ions, He declared, that thoſe, who 
encouraged the ſcheme of the South-ſea 
"company, had nothing in view but the eafing 
"the nation of part of that heavy load of 
"debts, under which it laboured ; that the 
managers for that company had undoubted- 
ly a proſpect of gain, either to themſelyes, 
or to their corporaticn ; but that, when the 
. ſcheme was accepted, neither the one nor 
the other could foreſee, that the Rocks would 
have riſen to ſuch a height: that, if the 
had continued as they were, the public 
would have bad the far greater ſhare of the 
advantage accruing from the ſchene; and, 
mould they be kept up to the preſent high 
price, as was not unlikely, it was but rea- 
ſonable, that the South-ſea company ſhould 
enjoy the” profits procured to it by the wiſ: 
| * | bh ” b - = > manage - 
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ier te 
management. and indufiry of the directors, 
which. would enable it to make large di- 
vidends, and thereby accompliſh the purpoſe 
of the ſcheme. After theſe and ſome other 
ſpeeches, the bill paſſed without amendment 
or divißon ; and on the ſeventh day of April 
received the royal aſſent, _ | 

By this ac the company was declared 
willing, and was accordingly authorized to 
take in, by purchaſe or ſubſcription, the ir- 
redeemable debts of the nation, tated at 
ſixteen millions, five hundred and forty-fx 
thouſand, four hundred . and eighty-two 
pounds, ſeven ſhillings, and one 2 far- 
thing, at ſuch times as they ſhould find 
convenient before the firſt day of March of 
the enſuing year, and without any compul- 
fion on any of the proprietors, at ſuch rates 
and prices as ſhould be 2 upon between 


the company and the reſpective proprietors. 


For the liberty of taking in the national 
debts, and encreaſing their capital ſtock ac- 
cordingly, the compauy conſented, that 


+ their preſent, and to be encreaſed, annuity 


ſhould be continued at the rate of five per 
cent till Midſummer 1727; and from thence 
be reduced to four per cent, and be redeem- 
able by parliament. In conſideration of 
this and other advantages exprofled in the 
act, the company declared themſelves will- 
Vor. XXXIV. 9 ing 
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to make ſuch payments, into the receipt 

f the Exchequer, as were therein ſpecified, 

. for the uſe of the public, to bs applied to 

the diſcharge of the pablic debts incurred 
before Chriſtmas 116. 

©. The ſam they were obliged to pay for the 
liberty of king in the redeemable debts, 
| four-years and a half's purchafe for all ths 
long and ſhort annuities that ſhould be ſub- 
ſcribed, and one year's purchaſe for ſuch 
Jong atnuities as ſhould not be ſubictibed, 
mounted; on the execution of the act, to 
about ſeven millions. For enabling the 
company ro raiſe this ſum, they were em- 
powered to make calls for money from their 
members; to open books of ſabſcription ; 
to grant annuities, redeemable by the com- 
pany ; to borrow money upon any contract 
of bill ander theif common or on the 
credit of their capital ſtock, without, how- 
ever, making any addition to the company's 
annuities, payable out of the public duties. 
It was enacted, that, out of -the. fir 
monies ariſing the ſumy pu by. the company 
into the Exchequer, ſuch public debts carry- 
ing intereſt at five per cent, incurred before 
the twenty-fifth day of November 1716, 
founded upon any former a& of parliament, 
as were now redeemable, or might be re- 
deemed before the twenty-fifth day of o 


4 


„ nr TY * 


* 


e rn e,, 


_—_— rt "tg 


K Attracts 


„ 


"3 4 1 E 


1 Os | ” 
eee ens 
> GzorGt Tl. itt 


tember 1732, ſhould be diſcharged in the rſt. 

lace : .and that all the remainder ſhould be 
applied towards paying off ſo much of the 
capital fiock of the company, as ſhould then 
carry an interet at five per cent. It was 


| likewjſe provided, that after Midſummer, 


1722, the company ſhould not be pai off 
in any ſums leſs than one million at a time. 
Such was the nature of the South-ſea ſcheme, 
which, however promiſing in appearance, 
was afterwards produRtive of ſo much miſchief 
to the vation. dat -. 
The managers of the Royal · aſſurance and 
London aſſurance companies, hearing that 
the civil Ii was burdened with too a heavy 
debt, for which no proviſion had been made 
in the South-ſea act, offered to the miniſtry 
fix hundred thouſand” pounds towards the 
diſcharge of theſe incumbrances, provided 
they might obtain the king's charter, with a 
wo fees.cr oa ſanction for the eſtabliſhment 
of their feſpective companies. Fave bad 
Tus propoſal was accepted ; and the king 
imparted it in a meſſage to the houſe of com- 
mong defiring their concurrence. A bill 
was immediately framed and paſſed, ena- 
bling his majefly to grant letters of incorpo- 
ration to tbe two companies. It ſoon ob- 
tained the royal aſſent ; and on the eleventh 
day of June, the ps put an end to the 
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ſeſſion with a ſpeech in which he fignified 
his intenrion of viſiting his German domi- 
nions. N r 
By this time an alliance offenſive and de - 
fenfive was concluded at Stocholm, between 
king George and the queen of Sweden, by 
which his majeſty. obliged himſelf to ſend, a 
fleet into the Baltic, to act againſt the Czar 
of Muſcovy, in order to compel him to a- 
e to reaſonable terms of peace. The 
zar loudly complained of this intexpoſi- 
tion of king George, alledging, that he 
had failed in, bis engagements, both as 
elector of Hanover, and king of Great-Bri- 
tain, His refident at London' preſented a 
memorial on this ſubje&, which was anſwer- 
ed and refuted by the Britiſh. and Hanove- 
Theſe recriminations ſerved 


+. "only to 3 the two princes more vio- 


Jently againſt each other. The Czar conti- 
nued to proſecute the war; and at length 
concluded a peace without a mediator. | 
— Nevertheleſs, at the inftances of king 
George and the regent of France, a treaty of 
peace was ſigned between the queen of Sweden 
and the king of Pruſſia, to whom that prin- 
ecſs ceded the city of Stetin, the diſtrict 
between the rivers Oder and Pehnne, with 
the iſles of Wollin and Ufedom, to be held 
and enjoyed in the ſame manner as theſe 
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, provinces had been transferred by the empe- 
2 rand" empire to the crown of Sweden, by 
the treaty of Wellphalia in 1648, — 

On the other hand, his Pruſſian majeſly 
engaged to join the king of Great Britain in 
his endeavours to effectuate a peace between 

_ Sweden and Denmark, and to perſuade the 

_ Daniſh king to reſtore to queen Ulrica that 
5 of Pomerania, which he had ſeized ; he 
Iikewiſe obliged 'himſelf to pay to that 

geen two millions of Rixdollars, in conſi- 

eration of the ceſſions ſhe had made. 


. 


The treaty between Sweden and Den- 
mark was ſigned at Frederickſtadt on the 
twenty-ſecond day of Jane, under the me- 
Matiog of king George, who became gua- 
rantee for the Dane's keeping poſſe ſſion of 


Sleſwick.; as the Swediſh queen, on ac- 
count of the ſtrict alliance ſubſiſting between 
her. and the duke of Sleſwick-Holſtein, 
could not, with any decency, give up that 
Jutchy in form. Nevertheleſs the king of 
Denmark agreed to reſtore the Upper-Po- 
metanfa, the ifle of Rugen, the city of 
Wiſmar, the towns of Marſtrahd and Stral- 
ſunde, and whatever he had taken fron 
Sweden ia the courſe of the war, in conſi- 
Qeration of 'Sweden's renouncing the exemp- 
non from toll in the Sound and the two 
Belts ; and paying 1 28 ONE 
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after the execution of the cellions, id 

m of fix hundred thouſand rixdollars, 
„ In April Sir John Norris had failed to 
the Baltic with a'firong ſquadron, to give 
weight to the Fing's mediation, When ke 
pars at Co enbagen, he wrote a letter to 

the prince Daigorooki, the Ruſſian ambaſ- 
or at the court of Denmark, importing, 
that the king. his maſler, had erde bim 
to come into thoſe ſeas with a Britiſh fleet, 
to procure a juſt and reaſonable 
tween the crowns of Sweden Ruſſia : 
and that he-and the Engliſh envoy at. Stock- 
holm were veſted with full powers t a@, 
jointly or ſeparately, in quality of planipo« 
zentiaries, in order to effect chis 9 
Jo the way of mediation, .. 

- The prince replied, that the Czar 
nothing more at heart than peace and tran- 
quillity ; and, in caſe his Britannic , majeſty 
hoy any propoſals to make to that prince, he 

ped the admiral! would excuſe. him from 
receiving them, as they WE be e 
in a müch more compendious Way. 
Engliſh fleet immediately joined 1 of 
Sweden as anxiliaries; but the 47 no op- 
portu..ity of attack ing the R 5 
Which took ſhelter in ** harbour of Revel; 

- . Though the king had failed in his 1 
| to ee an accommodation in the u 
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of Heſſe, and was [extremely defirous tha! 
ſhould be joined with ber in the admi- 
piſtration. of the regal power. In order to 
2 lich I urpoſe, ſhe wrote a lette 
of the four Rates, repreſenting t 
pe rw e that would accrue to the Soc 
from * the affiſtance of his royal hi hy 
neſs in the-government.; and expreſſing 
hopes, that they would gratify her fo * 
zo 4 upon him the * e , 
be nobles at firlt made ſome op|ofition z 
but their * ing oyercome in conſe- 
8 d letter from the quet 
prince way unanimouſly ele &ed king of 
Sweden. "The new ſovereign, ſent one © 
his principal officers to notify his election 
Far, who congratulated him upon his 
elevation; atid thig interchange of civilities 
was the beginning of a negociation which 
ended in a peace, and re-eftabliſhed the ten- 
guillity of the North, 
On the fifteenth day of 2 king Geor 
ſet out from England ar is electoral dom 
_ bot before his departure from, Great- 


ales, h Foley 1 20 the be mediation of the 
duke e ol of Devonthire and Mr. Walpole 


, who, 
with 


PF -» . 


Harte 8 elf th, had married the ppince 


he was reconciled to the prince of 
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176 The Hiſtory of EnoLand: 
with ear] Cowper, lord Townſend, Mr. 
Methuen, and Mr. Pulteney,' were received 
into favour, and re-affociated with the mi- 
niſtry. The earls of Dorſet and Bridgewa- 
ter were advyance@to the title of duke ; the 
lord viſcount Caſtleton was made'an earl; 
Hugh Boſcawen was created viſcount Fal- 
mouth; John Wollop, viſcount Lyming- 
ton ; Mathew Ducie Morton and John Bar- 
rington of Becket, were both of them pro- 
moted to the dignity of barons,” 
While the king was employed at Hano- 
ver in reconciling the intereſts of the diffe- 
rent ſtates of Europe, the South-ſea ſcheme 
roduced a kind of national phrenz In 
r The firſt hint of the plan "By 
to have been taken from the famous Miffi- 
Mppi ſcheme formed by Law, .which, in the 
courſe of the preceding year, had raiſed ſuch 
a ferment in France, and involved many 
thouſand families of that kingdom in utter 
ruin and deſtruction. Law's ſcheme” was 
built upon the grant of an excluſive trade 
to Louiſiana, td, had it been properly con- 
ducted, might have been attended with ſome 
advantage. The defign of it was defeated 
by the eager avidity of the people, many of 
whom were reduced to abſolute beggary; 
though the fate gained immenſe profits; no 
leſs than fifteen hundred millions of the 
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public debts having been transferred from 
the * to the ſhoulders of the 
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Ihe South-ſea company hoped, that their 
ſtock would rife to à con fiderable height up · 
on the bill's being paſſed ; but finding them- 
ſelves diſappointed in their expectations they 
1 a report, that Gibraltar and 
ortmahon would be exchanged for ſome 
places in Peru; by which means the Engliſh? 
trade to the South ſea would be protected 
and enlarged. This rumour, diffuſed with 
great induſtry, inſpired the people with the 
moſt ſanguine and extravagant hopes. In 
five days after the paſſing of the bill, the” 
directors opened their books for a ſubſcrip- 
tion of one million, at the rate of three hun- 
dred pounds for every hundred pdunds ca- 
ital. Perſons of all ranks (crowded to the 
ouſe in ſuch numbers, that the "firſt ſab-' 
{cription. amounted to above tWwo millions 
of original-ſftock. In a few days the flock 
advanced to three hundred and fifty pounds; 
and the ſubſcriptions were fold for double 
the price of the firſt payments. r 
To enter i 


\ 


r into a detail of the proceedings, 
or Explain the various and unwarrantable arts 
that were practiſed to enhance the value of 
the ſtock, and decoy the ignorant and un- 

| wary, would be altogether inconſiſtent 1 


r 
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up in this univerſal concern, or ſome ſuch 
pecuniary projet, Exchange-alley was fill- 
ed with a confuſed crowd of ſtateſmen and 
mechanics, clergymen and officers, church- 
men and diſſenters, Whigs, Tories, phyfi- 
cians, lawyers, and eyen multitudes vf fe- 
males. All other trades and prefeflions were 
utterly abandoned; 2nd the people's atten- 
tion wholly engaged by this other chi- 
merical ſchemes, which. were diſtinguiſhed 
by the appellation of bubbles. «156 
ew companies ftarted up every day, un- 

der the direction of ſome of the prime no- 
bility. The prince of Wales was declar. 
ed governour of the Welch-Coppers com- 
pany the duke of Chandois was placed at 
e head of the York-building company: 
the duke of Bridgewater 63m a third, for 
building houſes in London and Weſtmin- 
er. 5 an hundred ſuch ſchemes were 
projected and ſet on foot, to the ruin 5 
ts 
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faite. numbers of families, The ſums; pro- 
poſed to be raiſed by theſe undertakings, a- 
mounted ta three hundred millions iterling, 
Skich exceeded the value of all the lands fn 
. at twenty years 5 
The nation Was ſo tranſported witli a ſpirit 
bf adventure, that people became a prey to 
the moſt impudent impoſtots. An obſcure 
adventurer, pretending to have formed a 
very advantageons ſcheme, which, howe- 
ver, he did not think proper to explain, 
publiſhed propoſals. for a ſubſcription, in 
which he promiſed, that, in one month, the 
particulars-of His project ſhould be anfolded. 
the miean. * he declared, that every 

on, ing down two guineas by wa 
r. 1 be i8titled to the Hes 
ſum of an_handred pounds for every hun- 
2 which he choſe to ſubſcribe. In ons 

noon this undertaker received a thouſand 
of theſe ſubſcriptions ; and in the evening 
ſet out for another kingdom, leaving the 


ſabſcribers to _ on the project in the beſt 
manner they could. | 


The king before his departure, had pub- 

lied à proclamation againſt thoſe unlaw- 
ful projects, and ordered them to be proſe- 
cuted as common nuſances; but, notwith- 
ing this prohibition, they were fiill 
carried on with uncommon vigour. In Les 


Which had been preſented for patents and 
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therefore to put an effectnal period to them, 
the Jords-juſtices diſmiſſed "all the petitions 


* Charters; and the prince of Wales renounc- 
ed the company, of which he had been elec 


—- 


ted governour. 
"Th 


e infatuation raiſed by che South - ſea 


ſcheme continued to prevail till the eighth 
day of September, when the ſtock” bepan 


to fall. Then did ſome of the adventurers 
awake from their golden dream. The num- 
der of ſellers daily encreaſed; On the 
*rwenty-ninth day of the month the ftock 
funk to ove hundred and fifty: feveral 
eminent goldſmiths, and bankers, who had 
lest great ſums upon it, were obliged to 
- ſhat' up ſhop and àbſcond; the Sword blade 
company, who bad hitherto been the prin- 
cipal caſh-keepers of the South - ſea keck. 
were forced to ſtop payment: and now were 
perceived the firſt approaches of that general 
ruin, which, ſoon aſter, enſued, 
Some of the leading men of the nation, who 
were deeply concerned in theſe fraudulent 
practices, ſeeing the price of Rock fink - 
ing day, employed all their intereſt with 
the bank to fapport the credit of the South- 
ſea company. erbat corporation agreed, or, 
"more property ſpeaking, were compelled by 


ble importunity of the people, to 
4k — 3 te- 
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| fabferibe into, the Nock of the South - ſen 
company, yalyed at four hundred per. cent, 
three. millions ſeven. hundred thoaſand , 
pounds; Which che company was to repay . 
to the bank on Lady day and Michaelmas of 
elle eblulng year. ooo - 
* Books were opened at the bank to take ian 
a ſubſcription for the ſupport. of public cre- 
dit; 4; | conſiderable ſums. of money wire 
brought in. By this 1 ſtock. was 
Mfed at firſt, and tho e, who contrived” it, 
ſeized . the opportunity to convert their 
ſhares into caſn. Bat the. bankryptcy-of . 
the goldſmiths,. private bankers, and ſword- 
blade company, occaſioned ſuch a run upon 
the bank, Mat the money was paid away, 
_ than it could be received from the ſub · 
r 8 
Then the South-ſea ſtock fell again to one 
hündred and fifty ; and the bonds of the 


— 


o 


company were negociated at the diſcount of 

five and twenty per cent. The ditectors of 
« the bank fading their property in danger of 
r being ſwept” away by the common deluge, 
N renonnced their agreement which they wers 


dot obliged to perform; and the South ſea 
company, . being deprived of this ſupport, 
ſoon ſunk under its own weight, . 
"The ebb of this portentogs tide was Co 
tapid and violent, that it hore down every 
Vos. XXX IVV Q. wing 
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thing in its Way; and zn infinite. number: 
of families were overwhelmed. with rin, 
Public credit received a terrible ſhock: the 
nation was thrown into . dangerous fer- 
ment: and nothing aas heard hat te raving 
of grief, - difappointment, and deſpair. Suc- 
py.” pad es were diſpatched to'Hanover, 
repreſenting to the king the ſtate of affairs, 


| : „eam preſſin him to haſten his re- 
MT eee 


Ne ingly Hortened his intend- 
ed, lay in Germany, and arrived in England 
on the eleventh day of November... 


. The parliament meeting ou theeighth day, 


of December, his majeſty, aftet having ac- 
quainted them with his negociations abroad, 
expreſſed his concern for the unbappy turn 
of affairs which, had ſo deeply affefted the . 
public credit at home; and he earneſtly de- 
fred them to conſider of the moſt effectual 
and ſpeedy methods to reftore the national 
credit, and fix it upon a laſting foundation, 
4 Mr. Pulteney having moved for an ad- 
dreſs, aſſüring the King, that the commons 
would proceed, with all Fu care, to in- 
quire into the cauſe of theſe. misfortunes, 
and ap ly the proper remedies for. reſtoring 
and ha lifhing- the public credit, Mr. 
Shippen propoſed a clauſe, importing, that 
nem 
7:4 6.5. 20 „ .55, » Bey. 
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ang; "honour of x laments, . the intereſt of 
- the, nation, rnd principles of juſtice. . 
+; that in order effeclually to reme- 
"oy the preſest misfortunes, it was abſolutely 
-vecefſary:tg maintain the honour and faith of 
parliamentary engagements, and 10 ſhew 
the. higheſt reſentment againſt thoſe, who, 
-abuſi 185. the truſt repoſed in them, hed given 
fo fatal a wound to public credit, and enrich- 
ed themſelves by the plunder of the nation: 
that in his opinion, the managers of the 
South · ſea project were not the moit criminal, 
fince there wes moſs above them, . whoſe 
duty it was to oyerfor k and direct their pro- 
ceeding,. and. who ; ought to have given a 
| ſebfen able check check” to that extremity of mad- 
nefs,” by which the South-ſea ſlock was ad- 
yanced to ſuch an extravagant price. 
He was ſeconded by lord Moleſworth, 
who obſeryeg, that, before they oonſidered of 
158 05 remedies, they ought to inquire into 
le cauſe and nature of the diſtemper : that 
It was with the ab 22: politic, as.with the bo- 
dy natural ; ther ought, therefore, to 
| ies iel e 1 — in order to 
cure a wound, begin with probing it, and, 
when W find it neceſſary, make inciſions, 
before the apply healing plaiſters; and 
that Bo. = lowed a contrary method, 
were but empirics, who, by uſing pallia- 
Q 2 tives, 
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tives, made the ſore fefter, and endange 
the life of the patient: that be had heard it 


ſuggellgd, indeed, that there was no law is | 


puniſy the directors of the South · ſen com 


ny, who were juſily conſide red as the imme- 


- + diate authors of the preſent misfbrtbes; 


but that in bis opinion, they ought, on this 
occaſion, to follow the example of the an- 


- cient Romans, Who having no law againſt 


arricide, becauſe they ſu uppoſed x no dne could 
ſo unnaturally wicked as to embrue bjs 


3 in the blood of his father, made one 


to puniſh ſo beinous a'crime the moment it 


Was committed; and l the guilty 


/ wretch'to-be ſewn up in a ſack, and thrown 


alive into the Ty ber; and thät as he looked 
upon the contrivers "and execiitors of the 


-villatnous South- fea ſcheme, To be the Por. 
ricides of their country, be ſhould be glad 
to ſee them undergo the ſame pudiſiment. 
Sir 3 Jeky , who ſpoke on the fame 
ide, red that as N doubted not, 
but, among the South. ſea directors, ſome 
were innocent, and others criminal, ſo he 
was of opiniop, there were thoſe | Who, 
though not directors. were no leſs, if not 
more criminal than the'direQors themſelves, 
and who therefore deſerved an equal, if not 
a'feverer puniſhment : : that, upon extracr- 
diary ene W the laws were 
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Tube clauſe Was oppoſed by Mr. ſecretary 
 Craggss; Mr. ſollicitor York, and Mr, Wal- 


chat the commpns would not be {o favourable, 


= 


itt, apd other 


e, now pay maſter to the army, wha ſaid, 
that, as to the main driſt of the clauſe pro- 
poſed by Mr. Shippen, . they chonght it jo- 


onfiflent with the rules of prudence, . ta 
begin. the ſefſion with jrricating meaſures : 


that, if the city of London were on fire, 


they doubted not, but all wife men wauld 
ye ſor extinguiſhing the flames, and pre- 
enting the tpre3ding of the conflagra- 
on, before they inquired into the conduct, 
of the Incendiaries; that, in like manner, 


public credit having received a maſt danger- 


aus wound, and, ing ftill in a bleeding 


| Edition, ee e de 
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remedy ; and then they might faſely inquire 
ints the cauſe of the preſent calamity. The 
mg;ority acquieſced in . theſe ſentiments 
che” eliuly was rejected s and the addreſs ag 
moved by Mr. Pulteney preſented, - 
Neve theleſs, from. thoſe firſt proceediogs 
of the ſeſſion it might be eaſily foreſeen, 
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_ Voſigient, ide legiſlative authority might, 
zun pught to exert itielf ; and he hoped a 
Britiſh parliament would never want power 
u pda natiooal crimes. The fams a gu, 


2 n 
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to the miniſtry, as they had bitherto appear- 
ed. The members med for one 10 for- 
ger weir party diſtinEions, and anabimobſ- 

to cHiicur in proſecutids” the enemies of 
their country; though in this | purſuit they 

AA 

rr 
Many of tbe cbmmon were "Rcerely 
touched with the public calamities, or more 
deeply affected by their own private loſſes : 
others, diſſatisfied with the preſent adminiſtra- 
tion, were glad of an opportunity to gratify 
their revenge under the Ibedious Preterice c 
Jalice and equity © ſome imagindd; that, 
by their vehement declamation;” they ſhoutd 
attract the notice of the court,” and perhaps 
force themſelves. into places of .truft ; others 
concerned in tke fraudulent practices of the 
South*fea company, believed, that an affed- 
ed ſeverity was the moſt 1 crea of 

eventing füſpicion of their guilt: and 
there were. not a few, who, a fray Fo ap- 
pearance” of indignation” again” the defin- 
Adents, artfully concealed their devoted at- 
cathinent to fon bf the principal wenden. 
And endeavoured to procure their being ad- 
mitted into the committees of, enquiry, in 
order to ſereen thoſe robbers of the public, | 

Bat however. different the views of the 
commons, they all ſeemed to be equally 
enger far bringing the authors of the preſent 

| mis- 
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-miefortaves.to. condign puniſhment. The) 
ordered. the . an 44 
of all their 1 Sir Joſeph-Jeky!l 
moved, that a ſelect committee ſhould 
appointed: to examine the,particulars of this 
agſaction. Mr. Walpole. : obſerved, that 
uch a method would. protract the inquiry, 
while the public-ereditran the riſk of being 
Z.... 77-7. 
. He told the houſe; he had formed a 
ſcheme for reſtoring public credit; but, as 
the execution of it depended upon a point, 
which had been laid as a fundamental prin- 
ciple, he defired, before he would com- 
munjcate his plan, to know, whether 
+* the ſubſcriptions of public debts and in- 

% cumbratices,  money-ſubſcriptions, and 

other W mace wick wy 

company, mould remain in the preſent 

0 flare 2” After a warm debate, the queſ- 

tion was carried in the affirmative, with this 

addition, ** unleſs altered for the eaſe and 

«- relief of the proprietors, | by à general 
court of the 'South-ſea 'company, or ſet 
4 de in the due courſe of law.” 

Next day, Mr. Walpole produced his 
Theme, which was, to ingraft nine mil- 
lions of the South ſea ttock into the bank of 
'England, and the like ſum into the Eaſt- In- 
Ai company, on certain conditions, The 
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© houſe voted that propolays ſhould be recey 22 8 
from che bank and thoſe two companies, oft 
this ſobject; and theſe being del bered, 1 
- commons reſolved, that an ingrofſment, 4 
nine millions of the capital Rotk of the'Soarh- 
ſea' company into the capital Rock df the 
Bank and Eaft: India co 8 as na 8 
by thoſe compames, would very much * 
tribute to the reſtoring ublic credit. 

bill upon this reſoſutjon was prepared, 

d throogh both houſes, and received the 
royal aſſent.” Another bill was enacted intq 
a law, fer refiraining the ſub-povernour, 
depiity-governour, directors, treaſurer,” un- 
der; treaſarer, caſhier, ſecretary „and account- 
ants of the' South-ſea'compan {rom quittin 
the kingdom ſor the. ſpace'of one N nl 
for diſcovering their N Nen, ſo as 
to prevent them from bein nſported” or 
alienated: A committee of ſecrecy was cho- 
fen by ballot, to examine all books, papers, 
an# proceedings, relating to the erschien 
of the South. ſea act. 

+ Theſe points, thongh carried by a confi · 
derable . majority, nevertheleſs met with A 
warm oppolitioh ;" 1 from the mi 
diters 4 who artfully endeavoured to divert. 
the attention of the hovie, by introducin = 
\ matters of another nature. On the 5 
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3 day e of 275 „ Mr. Trevor, INS ut 
e moved, br bill to prevent mutiny and 
| 42 Sir Joſeph Jekyll expreſſed his 
ize, that a motion. ſhould be made 
_ early-for a bill, which-ſeldom uſed to be 
= ught in till towards the end of the ſeſ- 
4 on: 7 2 ſuch, a hurry ſeemed only intend- 
_ An enquiry into the preſent misfor- 
2 t they very well knew that ** their 
"© days were r and that, a8 ſoon 
as 9 57 had diſpatched the money- bills, and 
the bill now propoſed, they ſhould * 
ately be ſent back to their ſeveral habitations. 
"The lords were no Jeſ £ager to proſecute 
the enquiry into thjs affair ; though — wah 
members in both houſes was deeply inyo 
in the guilt of the tranſaQion. 8 Stan- 
hope ſaid, the eltates of the criminals, .whe- 
er directors, of, not directors, ought to be 
— to repair the public loſſes. 
was ſeconded by lord Carteret, and eren by 
the earl of S: anderland; The duke of Whar- 
op, obſerved, that they ought to proceed in 
is- enquiry without re fiper of perſons.; 
that, for his. own 


part, he would give up 


_ the beſt friend be bad, ſhould he be ſound 


giiilty : that the nation bad been plundered. 
4 a moſt We n mann $3. 
2 0 850 1 | "> >.> * 
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and, therefare, wey obe te brate it hdr 

:fieſt- buſine fs to fund out che offenders: und 

then lnſlict upon them rr 2 
8 the 


1 . n 
The ſub and dep 
 reftvrs and oſſicers of e 
ny, being examined ut the bar of the hog, 
were, all of them, declared triminal;: and N- 
vetety reprimanded for their unwarramable 
chnduct. Soon after, 4 bil was brought in, 


diſabling them to enjoy any offtee in | 
company, or in che Eaſt In . 
in tue Bank ef England. Tbree 


were examined, aad made gtest ——— 
— 2 the treaſater ef che Spath fed c- 
y; 'who had been" intaſted” With? he 

s of the whole affair; thoaght 1 
to withdraw hinnelf-from' the kingdomꝰ 
Proclamation was iſſued to appre end Ha, 
ard another for preventing any of the Mree- 
tore rom eſcaping out of ne denn 
About this time; the ſecret cone eee in 
— the houſe of commons,” that th 
had already diſeovesed u traiſ of the dee 
villainy and fraud that ell ever conrriv 
ruin 1 ciation; Which, in due tithe, would 
be laid before the houſe; and at, in the 
mean while, in order to enable ther to 
make farther difcoveries, they thought it 
- wighly 3 to ſecure the * 


4 * : 
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s of the direQors ial dene 2 


n „ Well as to 
5 BE b In conegnenca ol ph nll: | 

ton, the , Papers. of, Rigi. 
Sang, and Tee ordered, * | 


8 19785 of the tw ta rnclemen,.. * 
Dey 15 Caſi ine; Six 25 Bonk, 


Sy 8 * t. Sir 2 Fellows, and 
we taken into. cuſtody. , 1 
Meade anſſen, Sir rt Chaplain, 


Sawbrid and . yles.. * ex ed. 
the h 3 pell 


4% and. impriſoned. Mr 2 ＋ 
s employ ments ance or 
the Exchequer, 221 lord. 4 Fa, treafury.; — 
and orders. were given to remove al direc» . 
tors . of the Su 7 company, from the 
* . enjoyed under overnment. 
lords, i in; the courſe of 5 ſcrutiny, 
ae that large portions of the South- 
ſea flock had. been given. to ſeveral. — 
in the Aide and ; houſe. 1 
mens, for _ 172 , paſſa of the 
South. ſea ole, immediately re- 
ſolved, that br 12 in or transferring of 
Rock, velonging to the 9rd: lea company, 
55 Ving credit, for the Ume, without a va- 
le.confideration actually Kad or ſufſi - 
. x or the purchaſing ſtock by 
Bros ok Sou ſea LO: 


| _ 192" Te eg Eno ano. 
= + for the uſe or benefit of wy pf 
N. 


the adminifltation, ot any member of et 
ther houſe of parliament, during the depen- 


Autre of the bill relating to the South fea 
company, was” 2 notorious and dangerous | 
ſpecies of corruption : that the directors of 
the South ſea company having ordered great. 


antities of their ſtock to be bought for the 
ice. of the company, when it was at a 


ing up the price of ſtock; and, at the 


ſame time, ſeveral of. the. directors, and 
other officers belonging to that company, 
having, in a clandeſtine manner, ſold their 


ſtock to che company, fuch directors and 


officers were guilty 6f 4 hotorions fraud add 


bfench of traf; and their fo doing was one 
great cauſe of the anhappy turn of affairs, 
that had ſo much affected public credit: Ma- 


ny other reſolutions were taken, in which 


the unwarrantable practices of the company 
were ſeverely cenſured and condemned. 
In the beginning of February, the lords 
propoſed to hays examined Sir John Blunt, 
the - principal  projeior of the South. ſea 


ſoheme, from whom, it was _ hoped," they 
ſhould receive great information: but, in- 
dead of fulfilling their "expeRtatians, be 
would not 16 much as be ſworn to anſwer to 
ſuch interrogacions as mould be put to . 
3 ö 9 11. 


vy high price, aud on pretence of keep - 


{ 
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He that he had already been ex- 
aised before the ſecret committee of the 
bouſe of commons, and that tos concera- 
ſuch a variety of affairs, that, un- 
js de had a copy of his examination, he 
could not remember every particular; and 
ab no man was obliged to aceuſe himſelf, he 
could not tun the riſk of being guilty of pre- 
varication. The lords Kere provoked at 
this frivolous excuſe; but reflecting, that 
Mount might have a deſigu to extite a quar- 
fel. between the two houſes, they thought 
toper, fot the preſent, to ſuppreis their re- 


menk. 
* ; 


| * La the cuutſe of the debate on this (objeck, F 


the duke of Wharton obſerved, that the 
govetament of the beſt princes was ſome- 
times rendered intolerable to their ſobjects 
by bad miniſters: he quoted the example of 
Stjanius; Who had cauſed: a divifion in the 
Imperial family, and rendered the reign of 
Claudius odious to the Romanus. 
Earl Stanhope, conſidering this teflec - 
tion as levelled at him, was ſeized with a 
tranſport of anger. He undertook to vin - 
dicate_ the miniſtry; and ſpoke with ſuch 
vehemence a produced a head-ach, wbich - 
obliged bim to. retire. | He was bled and 
cupped, and ſeemed to recover 5 but next - 
day about fix in the evening hie fell into a 
Vor. XXXIV. R le- 


94: The Hiſtory of Egotany. | 
lethargy, and then itito a ſuffocation, in 
which he inſtantly expired. The King deep- 
1 the death of this faithful mini- 

which was the more ' unfortanate as it 
happened at ſuch à critical conjundcere ; 
and he appointed lord 'Fownſend: to fill his 
place of ſecretary. Earl Stanhope was ſur- 
vived but a ſew days by the other ſerretary, 
Mr. Craggs, who died of the ſmall- ox on 
the ſixteenth day of February. . 

Knight, the treaſurer of the South-ſea 
company, 1 gu at Tirlemont, by the 
E of Mr. Gaudot, ſecretary to Mr. 
Leathes, the Britiſh reſident at Bruſſels, was 
committed priſoner to tlic citadel: of Ant- 
__ Application was made to the court 
of Vienna, that he ſhould be delivered up 
to fuch perſons as might be appointed to re- 
ceive him; but he had found means to inte- 
reſt the States of Brabant in his favour. 
They inſiſted upon their privilege, called, 
the joyful entry,” granted by the empe- 
ror,” Chatles the fifth, and ſolemnly. recog- 
nized- hy all his ſucceſſors, that no perſon, 
y 1a yon? for any: crime in Brabant, 

id be tried in any other country. Some 
of the commons expreſſed their reſentment 
at this frivolous pretence, as they called 
it; freſh inſtances were made to the em - 

an | „ 
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up the delinquent ; after having obtained u 
aſſurance mn the Imperial court,” that gs 
compliance ſhould not be drawn inte 
Getit, nor ever be e to the prejus of 
their hiberties, - - Nee 
The committee of lectery, ber chi p- 
grefs of their examination. found many 
things that were liable to ſuſpicion 3 others 
that contained the moſt evident priefs” of 
ity and corrup jon I fone ' of "the 
s falſe and 2 hauck 
pane, in others, enifies' with blanks; in 
ſome, entries with razures and alteradoney. 
in others, leaves had been "end or 
books bad been defroyed ; and — 
eteted- It appeared, that, beſbre any ſüb- 
ſcriptions 45 be ade, 4 6Ritiohs! 
of five hundred and ſeventy-four: tboufand 
pounds had been 2 of 45 the di 
yors, 10 facilitate the pa pallng of ene _ 
Great part of this was diftibuted 
the earl of Sunderland, Mr. Otagg " — 
the duicke>s ef Kenda, n e a 
Platen and her two neices, Mr; ſecterary 
„and Mr. Aiflabie, chanteflor of the 
Buckequer. In. conſequence* of che com- 
mittee s report, ibe houſe eme tofeveral 
ſevere thobgh juſt reſolutions againſt the 
directors others of the South - ſea com» 
k pany + ; and a bill was prepared for elieving 
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y ſufferers out of the ſlates | F 
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> The caſe of the earl of Sunderland came 
next under conſideration, Fifty thoufand 
pounds in flock had been taken for his uſe, 
without any payment made, or ſecurity 
piven, "The houſe entered eagerly into this 
quicy, which produced a vivlent 'dehate, 
The majority declared bim innocent: the 
75775 ſeemed to he of a different opinion. 
He teligned his place of firſt commiſſioher 
of the-creafury, which was beſlowed upon 
Mr. Robert Walpole ; but be fill retained 
the confidence of his maſter.” 
Mr. Ailtzbie did not eſcape ſo eafily. be 
exe xgaibft him appeared {6 firgbg, that 
we commons refolved; that he Had promoted 
the deſtructive execution of the duth - ſea 
eme, with a view to his own exorbitant 
1 2 combined with the dffeavrs 1h 
Fernicioua praftices to the ruin of pub- 
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lie credit. He was expelled the houſe, and 
dommitted to the Tower. e 


5 Craggs, ſenior, died of the ſmall por, 


fore his affair was introduced into the 


houſe. Nevertheleſs, they reſolyed;*that a 


rge quantity of South · ſea ſock had been 


held'by the company for bis 'uſe : that he 
Was a notorious accomplice with Robert 


Knight, and ſome of the direQors; in car- 
ring on their , ſcandalous practices: und 
therefore, that all the effate, of which he 
was, poſſeſſed, from the firſt day of Decem- 


ber, 1719, motid be applied towards the 


relief of the nnbappy ſufferers in the South- 
ſea company. _- A Joh ads 2 

The directors, in obedience to the orders 
of the houſe, delivered inventories of their 
eſtates, amounting to two millions, fourteen 
thouſand*pounds, which were confiſcated by 
act of parliament, towards making good the 


damages ſaſtained by the 1 after 


a certain allowance had been dedutted for 
each, according to their conduct and cir; 
cumſtances, -The managers being thus pu- 
er by the forfeiture of their fortunes, 1 
h ouſe piocreded with the ſame prudence and 
moderation, - to concert meaſures for re- 

airing the miſchiefs which the Theme had 
. 
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Fer this purpoſe" they” teſolved, * that t. 
wards” re eſtabliſhing the public credit; re: 
lief ſhould de given to the South-ſea compa- 
nu With regard to the payment of the four 
millions, one hundred and fifty-fix thouſand 
three hundred and fix pounds, and the fout 
years and a half's purchaſe on the annni- 
dies and other national debts, the company 
giving ſuch conſideration to the proprietors, 
ide houſe ſhould think proper: that, in 
orcber to put an end to all diſputes between 
the company and the proprietors ' of the re- 
deemable funds, and of the ſecond, third, 
and fourth money fubſcriptions, who had 
flack allowed them at four hundred per cent. 
with the Midſummer dividend,' an addition 
of thirty-three” pounds, fix ſhillings; and 
eight 4 ſhould be given to the propri- 
Stors by the company: that the ſeven mil- 
Bons, papable to the public, by the com- 
pan, mould be divided fo, as that, from 
the twenty Worth day of Jane, 1722, two 
millions of the ftotk ſhould” be annibilated, 
and a proportionable part of their annuity, 
or 5 fund, from that time, ſhould 5 
that the ſecond ſubſeription of the irredrem . 
ables ſhould be made equal to the firſt, by 


an addition of ſtock at one hundred and fifty 

per cent: that all ſtock, belonging to the 

company, which, aſter the propoſed diftri- 
bution, 
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bution; . ſhould remain yodiſpoled of: hots” 
be diy ded among the-proprictors : that weh 
petſons as had borrowed money of the roige- 
patty. upoy South ſea ſtock, or upon ſubſerip · 


tion · rec pts, ſhould, upon payment of ten 


per cent. be diſcharged. ſrom ali future de- 
mands ;. that, all contracts for the ſale or 
purchaſe of - ſybſcriptions, or ſtock of the 
uth: ſea company, which ſhould be unper- 
formed before the twenty ninth day of ep. 
mber next, ſhould; be entered in 2 
— the firſt of November, or elſe be vid: 
that no ſpecial bail be required for any ave 
tion brought upon any contract, finco the 
firſt day.of December, 1719; for the ſale or 
purchaſe of any ſubſcription or Rock : that 
no execution ſhould be awarded; nor = 
udgment obtained: in any ſuch action, ti 
the end of the ſeſſios of parliament, which 
ſhould be next after the tweny-niath day of 
September enſuing: that all contracts for 
the ſale or purchaſe of any ſubſeription or 
ſtock, unpei formed before the twenty-ninth 
of September next, wkere the ſeller, or per- 
ſon. ſor Whoſe behoof ſuch conttad was 
made, was not, at the time of making ſuch 
contract, or within a time to be limited; 
Aually, poſſeſſed of, or entitled to, ſuch 
ſcription or ſlock, ſhould be declared 
null and void.  Thele reſoluuons * pre. 
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** | l an addreſs to the king, demon- 
| ing Julie and edi of . vr. 


755 is ene. they aid, that, when they 


2 upon the confideration of this 


3 .af [ye a: en- 
barge fic and the uncertam prope, do ns 


1 threatened very large and va- 


rtzes, creating ſuch inboite anxi- 
5. 227 Aten, as bad 2. geceral and | 
. influence. upon all public and private 
ereilt, the interpoß uon of parliament be- 
eame aner y hecefſary; and they found 
themſelves ; obliged to reſume the. cantidera- 
tion of this nice and intricate affair, and to 
deavour to remove, as. far, as in them lay, 
chief and grrateſt inconveniencies: that 
t difficulty in remedying theſe miſ- 
Rem as to ariie from the contending 
interells of thoſe engaged in the South ſea 
— 71 which rendered it impoſſible, to 
ome, but ac the expence of others.: 
Tas as all ws. new proprietors, , as. well 
concerned in the public, as the ker 
adven- 
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adventurers, im u 

by the artifices 5 bog, ate equally e of 
equally drawh in by their own eredulity a 
thirſt of gain; to have diſcharged any Rare 
ticular at'of them, would have' 12 5 Not on 
I in injufice to the reſt, Büt, by giffotvis 
the whole ſyſtem, would have 3 qyoJved. the 


in utter ruin; to prevent wien beck 


abfolately necefſary, to make 3 9 5 100 
of loſſes, and ſome abaterhent to f A* 


vidual : that, indeed, it Were ve "much 
have been yur: that ſuch Ke ould. 87 
n given to t etors of the 
— 12 as would Ds, Ys their f FR 
valuable to'thetm'as it had bee fi 
bur, ad they had voluntarily eonſenc- 
N take Rock at * rate or "Set, | 
at the cite ben they faz it ratled Tat 
higheſt pitch, the giving Rock at one af 
the ſame rate, to them'and all others, tha 
_ more immedistely concerned, ins 
rovifion as juſt and reaſonable, 'as the 
— + of the — 2 would admit: that 5 F. 


great and principal miſchiefs aroſe f 
Feral concurring circumſtances; 3 fro _ | 
Hard" terms of moſt of the proprietors, occa- 
foned by the high prices at which they hat 
ed fock* or the exceſſive rates, at 
which, 1 Fell the proprietors of the pub bl 
8, 7 the rag ſu 2 had ties 
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deniſelves to take flock ; from the demand 
F above ſeven millions, payable to the pub- 
ic, which could only be raiſed out of the 
properties of thoſe, who were already too 
great ſufferers, and which rendered the com- 
pany incapable of giving, them, any farther 
eaſe or rehef ; from the diſputes and conteſts 
| Which were preparing to be carried on, not 
only between the company and the ſub- 
ſcribers of the redeemable funds, but be- 
tween infinite numbers of private perſons 
engaged in contracts for the ſale and pur- 
chaſe of flock and ſubſcription; from the 
impoſibility of the money-ſubſcribers ma- 
king any farther payments; from the great 
loſs which the company bad ſuſtained 
by the conduct of the late directors, who 
had "lent out above eleven millions of 
the company's money, without. any, or 
without ſufficient ſecurity; and from the 
little proſpect of recovering any conſide- 
rable part of that ſum; without which, 
however, it was impoſſible for the com- 
pany to comply with. the demand of the 
public, but at the infigite expence and unſups 
portable loſs of all their adyenturers, which 
muſt” have proved deftruftive to the trade 
and credit of the kingdom: that theſe con- 
ſigerations induced the commons to come to 
the forgoipg reſolutions, which they con- 
5 ceived 
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ceiyed 10 he the molt proper means to eng 
ble the company to give, relief 9 fogh of 
their proprietors as moſt wanted and da ſerv- 
ed it; to put an end to all diſputes at 10% 
and to fx, ſertle, 'a6d aſcertain” che ſeveral 
properties and intereſts of all p<ridnz con · 
cerned in the South-ſea company 50 deli. 
ver iufinite numbers of his majelty's' god 
ſubjects from the "apprehenſion of vexatious 
na fiits and profecutions,” and fram the 
further demand of ſuch exceſſive ſums of mo- 
ney, as muſt fink and depreſs all - pyblig 
and private credit; that, as the great 
miſckiefs, of which the nation now. {Þ Jultly 
complained, had ariſen from the unwartag« 
table methods uſed by the late dicses of 
the Sduth ſea company, .in' ſelling and dit. 
poſing of ſuch part of their intreaſed ca. 
pital ſtock, as belonged to the company z 
to remove ſuch a foundation of Rock: job- 
bing, and to prevent the like fatal conſe» 
quences for the future, the commons had 
thought it neceſſary to take care, that all 
the increaſed capital ſtoek belonging to the 
company, Which, after the propoſeg- diltri- 


bution was mate, ſhould remain undiſpoſed 


of, be divided among all the proprietors of 
the 'company, in proportion to their feveral 
and” reſpeckive 'intereits : that theſe refolu- 
tions, it paſſed into à law, and dal put 
r 15 AE. ods hs Wd” ia 


—_— w<m-. - fad 


ECT 


the public and private bi 


kad ſuch an entire confidence in the 1125 


. " 


1.293 6.2 ry 30 
12 9225 bewbl⸗ = 
| «ftablihing 
it. e . the min 
mich 's ra and eee to 55 
th and relief reit numbers of perſons ; : 
though net ele to give fativfaQion wo, 

repair the loſes. of, all that were unhapp 
volved in the preſent calamity: 17 
Bat as the, Antient uſage and eſtabliſhed 
Flee of Parliament made Z impraQica- 
for them to prepare bills for the royal 
bes + during the preſent ſeffion, for fome 
of the les contained in their reſolu- 
Heu, they bad humbly preſumed to lay the 
before his majeſty for his royal conſg- 


eration z not doubting, but that his majeſty 


gt of his great wiſdom and accuſtom 

tate and goodneſs to his ea as ſoon as 
s,, now depend- 

ug ih parliament, ſhould be diſpatched, 

would give them an opportunity of perfect- 

in) this great and necefury work. 

o this addreſs the king replied, that he 


mente duty and affeQion to him, and their 
zeal for the public ſervice, that he ſhoald 
very readily comply, with their requeſt, and 
would ſoon give them an opportunity of do- 
ing 6 _ they propoſed for ſettling àud efl 
g the tit of the kingdom, 85 
Ver- XXXIV. 8 - the 


22 | * © 
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we twenty-niath day. of July the parfiätzent 
was protogued for. t. days, © "Ther his Ma- 
ieſty l to.the houſe of-peers; declared, 
that he had ealled chem together ſo ſuddeply, 

that they might reſlgie the colſiderigipy of 
_ the ſlate of public eredie, 

prepared a 


The commons immediately | 
: wt apon the. reſolations they had taken. 
The whole capital Rock, at the end of the 
year 1720, amounted to above thiety-ſeveri 
millions, eight hundred thouſand nds * 
the ſtock allotted to all the proprietors did 
pot exceed twenty-four milliona, five Han- 
dred thouſand pounds, The remaining ca- 
ital ſtock of about thirteen millions, three 
Lontred thouſand pounds belonged to the 
company in their corporate capacity, This 
was the profit ariſing from the execution of 
the Sock ken ſcheme; and out of it ſeven 
millions were to be paid to the public. 
The preſent act, in the firſt place, direct- 
ed ſeveral additions to be made to the ſtock 
of the proprietors, out of that poſſeſſed by 
the company in their own right: it made a 
particular diſtribution of ſtock, amountin 
to two millions, two hundred thouſand 
pounds; and, upon remitting five millions 


of the ſeven to be paid to the public, anni- 
kilated two millions of their capital. | 


« wi. ws.» 


2, Pt a. that after the 
'Y dt 8 remaining capital flock 
e among all the proprietors. 
dis end zweusted to N 
| pounds, ix ſhillings, and ejght pence per 
dent, "and deprived the company of eight 
millions, nine hundred chonthad * pounds, 
They: bad for above eleven n an | 
"Rock. onredeemed . 3 of which che 4 
nt diſcharg pee all He N 1 1.5 
aui 55 ent, Upon this article 
9 * . amdunted to fix millions, 
ag 97 thogſand pounds; for man y 
- debtors tefuſed to make payment. The 
RR of the flock loudiy complained 
1305 being deprived of two millions, 
" and the paxrlismeot, in the ſequel, revived 
that ſum, which had been annihilated. Tbis 
Wade an additional dividend of fix pounds, 
fe ſhillio s, to every indjvidual. 
_ © "While this affair Was in agitation, petit 
'ons from counties, cities, and boroughs, in 
all —— of the Fiogdom, were preſented to 
iament, crying for . juſtice againſt the 
5 — of the directors. Pamphlets and 
122 were publiſhed on the fame ſabje& ; 
that the minds of the people were exaſ- 


young 0 the hs 4 plich 0 an . 

y 
tt was on this 2. that the famous pa- 
per of Cato was publiſhed, ſoppoſed to ah; + 


e club,” the members of which ate 


laid 
| have been aha 15 all 2 8 : 


& * : 5 4 » 47 * £F L 
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s reſolutions of the 


parliament, the South ſea company Wan then | 


Saabied to fulfil their en K with 
tblic: the ferment of gradually 


ubüded; and” the credit of the hat yas 


kndlly reſtored, 


The rapid circulation of ENT „ "the ſud: 


den elevation of perſons of the kan Haq 
and, the almoſt total diſſolution of - property, 


occaſioned by, chis wicked and infamous - 


ſcheme, introduced” a ſurprizing, profligacy. 
of: life and manners. _ The adventarers, in- 
toxicated by their imaginary wealth, gave fy 

| = o to the gratification of their crimio 

ons, and indulged gp without 

dne, in all kinds of unlawfal a 

'of che more _—_— among 

Formed a ſociety, called 


the 


1 


Mr, ede e ume Miſt, we pub- 
Uher of a weekly Journal, for ſome refleQions thrown 
on the king touching his interpoſition i in ny! 6 7 
German Proteſtants, was ſentenced to ſtand in 

larys. te pay. + fine of, f pou 8 16 
months impriſonment, and to Ind ſecurity ſor bis 
behaviour, His journal was "afterwards ca 

under the title of Fog 3, — 
| fore, of Nr 4 Kaye 
N for ſeveral { years longer 


in underwent the cen- 
ey ee 


5 


22 — RY | : Fer 


oy a | the grovth of whe- 
1 profaneneſi, and 5 3, and A 


hemy and protaneneſs. It e ſexe - 
my cles, Which though feemin age na y takeu- 
* ko anſwer the proſetd p purp 

, were really intended to reftrain 20 i- 
rey Tarely granted to Nonconformiſts : and 
 therefote: met wWith a vigorous oppoſition'/! 


+5 


S It was ſup 8 by the archbiſhop of 


_"Cint terbury 


earl of Nottin + the 
. Jags Bath art 


and Trevor, the 


4 London, Wincheſter, and Lirchfetd ads. Tag 


vent Ode of them ſaid, he verily be- 
© Jieyet the preſent calamity, occaſioned 2. the 
South-ſeq project, was a judgmept of 

on the dal phemy and ele of che a. 

tion. Lord Onſlow replied, © that noble peer 

_ *« maſt then be a very great ſinner, for he had 

«Toft conſiderably by the Souch-ſe# chem. 

He added, chat be was as much agaiaft blaſ- 
1 ey. as any member of the houſe ; but 

ſhould he ſorry to ſee it reftrained by a law, 

thut was evidently of a perſecutiag nature, 
and even ſavonted of a Spaniſh laquifigod. 

The duke of Wharton, who was alike 

' remarkable for IF. " and Pofligacy,” . 

83 


viiry 
* - 


HORN m ved, 
eg cpwplaiged;?in 


wth. Th H RT n 
* = not inſenfible of the common apins- 
og. 110 town, concerning himſelf; and 
855 d hold. of this ppportunity Wale” | 
. dicare 2 0 character, þy 18 0 2 e 
_: was far from, Yo Tres a 2 of b lg os 
d igien: that, never | 
de could not bur qppoſe this bill, becauſe he 
conceived it do be repugnant, to the holy 
- ſeri „Then pulling out of his pocket 
family. bible, he quoted, with great 
1 6 ſeveral paſſages trom the epiſtles of 
Peter and St. 0 3 concludin 115 2 
Dill onght io be thrown. cut. {ere 
. .conded by the duke of A7 yle, the 9 5 7 
Sundetland and lay, earl Comper, and and lord 
* ownſen 
W earl of Peterborough declare; that, 
ough be was for a partiamentary: king, be 
2 nat geſire a parliamentary god, or a par- 
mentary religion ; and ſhould the houſe 
die their votes for one of this ind, he 
a go to Rome, and  epteavour to be 
ow a. cardinal ; ſot he had rather ſit in 
conclaye than with their Iordſtips ps upon 
. terms. Aſter an abſtinare debate, che 
was poſtpoped, to a Jong day, by 2 
Rk 75 - nine voices. 
he ere es in this ſeflion were voted 
very late ; nor, even at eogth, were they 
| = with the pſyal chearfalneſs age ala- 
cniy. 


'Gzok's . "211 


1 Tbe king, ſenſible of the ill hn- 
mour of the nation, Which he was 1 
- $0-encrea(e, Fought, pfoper to omit ſeve 

; Particulars in bis ſpeech,” which he after- 
- Wards communicated to the houſe in ſeparate 
_ meſſages: | On the fixteenth day of June he 


" arquainted the commons, that he had agreed 


Ba pt a ſubſidy to the crown of Sweden, 
hoped they 33 enable bim to make 
* 2 engagements. | 

This -iotimation prodnced a violent de- 
— The leaders of the oppoſition, defired 


know whether this ſubſidy, amounting to | 


nty-t*0 thouſand pounds, was to 
pr to Sweden, excluſive of the expence of 
. Maintajning a ſtrong fleet in the Baltic. 
The lord Moleſworth obſeryed, that he 


_ would 1 0 as far as ary man in ſupporting 


he dighity of. the crown of Great. Britain ; 

ut that, on the other hand, be was not or 
- Fqoandering away unneceſſarily the ſmall re- 
mainder of the wealth of the nation: that, 


. by our late conduct, we were become the 
lies of the whole world” and. the bubbles 


of elle our allieq;. for we were" " obliged to 
pay them well for their aſſillance. He af- 
-Firmed, that the treaties, which had been 
© made. with Sweden, at different times, were 
partly ioconſiſlent and contradictory: that 


L entzatementu with that crown were, 
in 


= 
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in ſeme , meaſure, - contrary to the 
8 with Denmark ; and entirely 
fite -to the meaſures formerly Concer 
with the cxar of Manſeovy : Wat, Irs 8702 
4 the Czar. to yield what he had 
in the courle of Yo war, the King 
"7 'Proflia ought to give up Steun, and the 
' eleftor of Hanover reſtore Bremen and Ver- 
den: that the diſtreſſed l to wh 
the Swedes were reduced, was indeed” Wor- 
thy r bur it muſt "be conſi- 
dered, th at they had, in a great meaſure, 
been the 3 of their g wn misfortgnes, 
_by wee 3 ſubmiſſion to 2 deſpotic, . 
rannical prin and by. ſacriicing £ heir 
whole ance. to enable bim to , bn 
his a ah .raſh, and ambitious projecs ; 
and that. an % who followed their 
. ample; Ae oft richly to ſhare the 
l that, on all, Ei rp 42 7 
buſineſ to intermeddle wich of 
lirtle or = 914. 


the empire: that we rea 
vantage by 7 2 to * Baltic, but ae 
of procuring naval flores : that bewp, | de 
_ owned, was a very neceſſary commodit 
particularly at this jungtüre ; but that, if 7 
proper encouragement were given to mane of 
our plantations in America, we might be 
decke from thenct at a much cheaper pe. | 
chan from Sweden and Narway. Th | Theſe 1 


. 20 

Cron ety 
. were anſwered by Mr. Walpdle and 
i brother, Mr. Lechmere, lord Barriug- 
eon and others ; and at laſt the ſubſidy was 
anted by a confiderable majority: © 4 
In about three weeks the commods were 
informed, by a ſecond meſſage, that the 
Sehe ei the civil lift amounted to five hun» 
Nr pn thouſand pounds; and his me- 
Jeſty hoped they would im power him to raiſe 
that ſam upon the revenue, as he propoſed 
it tould be replaced to the civil lif, and re- 


cron 
r. 


the pentſemen to look round the houſe, and 
_ ſee how'few' members were preſent, when 
matter of this uence was to be debat- 
ed.” He remarked, that, beſides the unſeg- 
ſonableneſs of the time, the meſſage was no 
leſs extracidinary in another particular : the 


2 and means, he faid, of raifing ſupplies 


"Bad always been left to the direction of the 
DEG + com- 


"xo 


* - 
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; but, in the preſent. | 
N the wa; but the manger of x 
was pointed ont to them, which, was. * | 
ing the hopſe to the 5 1 | 
Puri He en that if things 
oght 19 78 galt, as n gaſy ſor 
any King. Whenever he p » IO Mas | 
arbitrary power, and to render e 955 
Iute maſler of the 11 ag bn, Pp 
bis ſubjeRs. He concluded With AY 
that, he Was ſure, the gentleman, avb 5 
adviſed , his majefty to aft als Hy in 
. 
| ec 0 I 
= years Tor 1 Las _ 42 —u * 
e to: 8 wa wr Joceretts,  Not-- 
other drgymenta.gf 


withſtandi 
the litze —— the „ 's requeſt TAs | 
and, at the ſame * an 34 p- 


. 
455 


concern for t e of the inngcent, 

and a eee ainſt the guilty, in 

the affair of the South-fea ſchemes; — 2 
had readily given his aflegt to ſuch-bills, as 
they had, preleated. to bim, . for . puniſhing 
the authors of the late e and for 
. obtaining reſtitution and a. 


i. 
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. who had been injured by them in ſuch à no- 
torioh manner: that 2 could not fail to 
nan obſerved,” that the — occa- 
| — this unh Py event, had been in- 
| 7 Fonticfited and inflamed by wick- 
; — libels ; but he d6ubred not, 
dut by cher prudent conduct in their ſeveral 
- evanties;; all che enemies of his govern- 
: went Who flattered themſelves wich the proſ- 
| — of blowing up the preſent tomplaints 
| pular diſaffection, woulg be finally 
— in their deſigns and EXPEC= 
_— % 
he Ja atobites had been ſo very complai- 


| * as to inſitzus te, *. the-ki was not 
free from connexions h the projectors of 


the South · ſea ſcheme; that i 4 — at his de- 

| fire, thie Emperor had refuſed to deliver up 

It and that he ſecretly favoured the 

dir and their accomplices. It was in 
order to refute thoſe injurious aſperſions, as 
Well as from a real deteftation of the villai 

Of the delinquents, that his majeſty —1 

ed himſelf with ſo much warmth on this oe- 

cation. — 

* 5 — lords Townſend and Cana were 

5 ppointed ſecretaties of ſtate ; the eafl 

E of Tay w: was conſtituted keeper of the privy- 

Scotland + and the earl of Bute ade 

| WAG '# lord of the bed. chamber. On the 


thirteenth 


 France,: and Spain. All remgining 


| wards (hems and a1 a mark of 3heit. fipgalas 
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between wed Eko nd. Spain was F avec} 


at Madnd, .- The conrafliyg, powers engage 


all the eſſects ſeized: and conviſrated: a5 - 


2 tl former treaties; and.to.rehiors.miateale 


— ip» of - the- Spaniſh flest, Which 
n tale 


| in the Mediterranean th or : 
value of | them, if they were ſold. fie bike. 


wiſe promiſed, "in & ſecret article, that he 
no- loo ger- interfere in the affairs” of 
Maya and the ki 


988980 LT * 
3 6 . 


atice. was covtluded , betyweert 8 


ties were referred to a congreſs. at G6 
where. ey hoped. to eftabliſk a. general 
peace, by determining all differences: be- 


_ .twegh the emperor. and his. Catholic majalty, 
In the mean time the powers of Great-Brir 


4ain, France, and Spain, engaged, by wir- 
tue of the preſent treaty, to grant. to the 
duke of Parma, in consideration of the 


- 


frievdly diſpoßtion be bad always ſhewn ta- 


ITE s © +469 | 2 ceem 


© courle of we. praſent war . Io- particular | 
| tho-king of Eog)and promiſed 19 teftote all 


| f a £00 | an ab» 
ys and. the e 


don. wn atm 342 Fe e 
„On the; very me day, u deſenſine gli. 
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Fr 0 affection for his hi 3 A 
ticular protection for the 1 N 2 all 
his territories and rights, and for = ſupport 
of his dignity. - 

The congreſs at Cambray was opened ; 
buche demands on both ſides were ſo high, 
that no accomodation could be effected. In 
che mean time, the pow between Ruſſia and 
Sweden Was concluded under the mediation 
of France. The Czar was allowed to re- 
tain Livonia, lach, Eſtonia, part of Ca- 
relia, add of "the territory of Wyburg, 
Riga, Revel, and. Narva, in N 2 
2 his reſtoring part of Finland, and 

two milliof f ln to the A 
of Sweden," 

In this treaty the , conſented, that 
the differences between him and the king of 
Great · Britain ſhould be adjuſted in an — 
cable manner. Notwithſtanding th 
friendly - profefſions, the animoſity ſubſiſt- 
ing between theſe two princes ſeemed ra- 
ther to encreaſe. Baſtugef, the Ruſſian 
reſident at London, having preſented a 
memorial that contained ſome unguarded 
expreſſions, was ordered to quit the king- 
dom in a fortnight. The Czar delivered a 
declaration to the Engliſh factory at Peter- 
ſbourg, importing, that this outrage ought 
naturally to have — him to uſe repri- 
Vor. XXXIV. ſals 
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ſals 3 but, a he perceived it was done with 
out any regard to the concerns of England, 
and only in favour of Hanoverian irtereft; 
he was unwilling, that the Enghll nation 
ſhould ſuffer for a piece of -injuſtite, "in 
which they had no ſhare; and that he there 
fore granted to them all manner of ſecoriry, 
and ſree liberty to trade in bis dominions. 
To, finiſh this long catalogue of negotia- 
tions, king George 2 treaty wick 
the Moors of Africa, againſt which the 
Spaniards, who were then at war with that 
, loadly exclaimed. - - N 

In the courſe of this year pope Clement, 
the .cleventh,. died; and was ſucceeded by 
Innocent the thirteenth, of the. family os 
Conti. On the fifteenth day of April, the 
princeſs of Wales was delivered of a prince, 
aptized by the name of William Au- 
aſtus, now duke of Cumberland. 
A dreadful plague having lately broke out 
za the ſouthern parts of — a procla- 
mation was publiſhed, ſorbidding any per- 
ſon to come into England, from any patt of 
that kingdom, without certificates of health; 
The fireets of London were ordered to be 
paved and kept clean, An act of parlia - 
ment had paſſed in the preceding ſe ſſion for 
1 infection, by building peſt - 
uſes: to Which all 3 

5 . > F $21.4 JO 
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ne perſons of an infeted family; ſhould 
removed; and by drawing trenches 


- Lhe, parliament aſſembling on the nine- 
teenth day of Ober, the king in his 
ſpeech, to both . bouſes, obſerved, that the 
ace of the North was now. re-eſtabliſhed 
Vathe concluſion of the treaty between 
Raſlia,and Sweden: that he hoped the houſe 
of commons would canfider of means for 
£caling the, duties upon the imported commo- 
dities uſed in che manufactures of the king- 
dom; that, in his opinion, the nation 
might be ſupplied with naval ſtores from our 
own colonies ig North America: and that their 
being employed in this uſeful and advanta- 
geous. branch of commerce would Gare 
them from ſetting up manufactures, whi 
directly interfered with thoſe of Great. Bu- 
tain; that, with reſpect to the ſupplies, he 
— his people might reap ſome immedi- 
ate benefit _ the preſent circumſtances bf 
affairs abroad: and that he thought it his 
duty to recommeud, to their ſerious conflide- 
ration, the. moſt effectual means for prevent- 
ting the plagoe, particularly by providing 
.againſ the pernicious practice of ſmuggling. 
oth houſes. preſented an addreſs,'m 1 
2 


* 
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they aſſured him they would proceed, with 
unanimity and diſpatch, in conſidering the ſe- 
veral matters recommended from the throne. 
One of the firſt objects that en — the 
attention of the upper houſe was Law, the 
famous projector. Upon the mit of 
his Miffiffippi ſckeme he had been 
to leave France, in order to avoid the re- 
ſentment of the people, who had, more 
than once, made an attempt upon his life. 
He retired to Italy; was ſaid to have viſit- 
ed the Pretender at Rome, from whence he 
repaired to Hanover; and returned to Eng 
land from the Baltic, in the fleet comma 
ed by Sir John Norris. The king admitted 
him to a private audience: he kept open 
bouſe; and was viſited by great numbers of 
ns of quality and diſtinction. 
Theſe circumſtances gave ſo much um- 
brage that earl Coningſby, in the houſe of 
, declared he could not but entertain 
ſome jealouſy of a perſon, who bad done 
ſo much miſchief in a neighbouring = 
dom ; and who, being famouſly 
might do a great deal of hurt here, by tam- 
pering with thoſe who were become deſpe 
rate, in conſequence of being involved 


the calamity occaſioned by the fatal init. 

on of his pernicious projects: that, in his 

conception, this perſon was the more dan- 
gerous 
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» as he had renounced his affection to 
his native country, his allegiance 10 his law- 
ful ſovereign, and his religion by turning 
Roman Catholic. He therefore moved, that 
enquiry might be made, whether Sir John 
Norris had orders to bring bim to England. 
Lord Carteret replied, that Mr. Law had, 
many years ago, the misfortune to kill a 

gentleman in a duel; but that, having at laſt 

received the benefit of the king's clemency, 
and the appeal lodged by the relations of 

the deceaſed being taken off, he was come 
over to plead his majeſty's pardon. He add- 
ed, that there was no law to, keep any Eng- 
limman out of his own country; and, as Mr. 
La was a ſubject of Great Btitain, it was 
not even in the king's power to hinder him 
from coming» over. After ſome debate the 
- maiter was dropped; and Law, attended by 
the duke of Argyle and the earl of Ilay, 
pleaded bis — in the King's. Be , 

according to form. | | 

The next affair that came under the con- 
_fideration, of the parliament, was the ſtate 
of the navy debt, which was encreaſed to 
one million, ſeven hundred thouſand pounds. 
Ia tbe lower houte, Mr. Sbippen alledged, 
that ſuch, extraordinary expence could not 
be ſor the immediate ſervice of Great Bri- 
tain ; but, in all probability, for the pre- 
yp T 3 ſervation 
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ſeph Jekyll ſaid, Re was not againft — 
ing for any juſt public debts ; but in 
his opinion, they could not anſwer it either 
to themſelves, or to thoſe they had che ho- 
nour to repreſent, if they gave away tlie 
nation's. money bliodfold : he therefore de- 
ſired, that the houſe might be informed 
ho ſo great a debt came to be contracted. 
Mr. Walpole replied, chat nothing in the 
world could be more reaſonable ; and there - 
fore he ſeconded the motion fot having a 
particular, account of the debt laid 
the houſe; but, in the mean time, he would 
aſſure them, that near eleven hundred thou- 
ſand pounds of it was contraſted in che laſt 
reign ; and that as the perſons now in the 
ad miniſtration could not be anſwerable for that 
part of the debt, neither did they deſire that 
above one million of it ſhould be provided 
for in the preſent-ſefion. This motion was 
carried without a diviſio . 
The ſame ſubject was devated with no leſs 
warmth in the upper houſe. The earl of 
| Rocheſter obferved, that, ſince the debt was 
iacurred, it was but reaſCnable, that thoſe, 
who had  traſted the public ſhould be 
«paid-; but that, on the other hand, it-be- 
came the wiſdom of that houſe,” to endea- 
your to prevent the like inconvenience = 
5 | 2 
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he future, and to reſtore the navy to its an- 
+ cient footi by reſtricting it to the x- 
pences provided for by | parliament. He 

— — — addreſs ſhould be 
Preſeated for that pu + = 
* Phe motion was oppoſed by the earl of 
Hay, Who urged, that, as the public good, 
and che. ſafety of the nation, was the grand 
dbject and rule of government, ſome latitude 
muſt neceſſarily be given, and ſome allow - 
ante be made, to thoſe; who were in the ad- 
miniſtration, ſor extraordinary expences, up- 
on unſdreſeen emergencies * and that, there- 
fore, ii the miniſters pave, as they had pro- 
- miſed, a ſatis factory account, how the debt 
in queſlion came to be contracted, there was, 
in his opinion, no occaſion for ſuch an ad- 
dreſs. He was ſupported by lord - chancellor 
Parker, and others; and, at laſt, the mo- 
tion was rejected by a great majority. * 
As the debts of the navy were, in ſome 

meaſure, owing to the war with Spain, the 
enquiry into the former, naturally led to a 
diſcuſſion of the latter. The debate was 
opened by the duke of Wharton, who ani- 
madverted upon the conduct of the miniſters, 
both with regard to the war and peace with 
Spain, and moved, that the treaty with that 
- crown ſhould be ſubmitted to the inſpection 
of the houſe, ln | 

viS 8 
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The earl: of Sunderland ſaid, that he 
doubted not, but his majeſty would be always 
ready to comply with the defires of that 
houſe, and even in this particular, as well 
as in others; but that, for his . r 

would be ſo free as to declare, that he would 
never addreſs his majeſty. to communicate 

the treaty in queſtion, at this juncture, be- 
cauſe, to bis knowledge, it contained a ſe- 

cret article, which the king of Spain had de · 

fired might not be made public, till after the 

concluſion of the treaty of Cambray ; and, 

- as his majeſty. had granted chat requeſt, he 
hoped the houſe would not defire him to xĩi- 

olate his promiſe. This reaſon. was deemed 

_ ſatisfaQtory,- and the duke's motion was -ac- 

.cordingly rejected. „ *% 0 Mans ghee 4+ 

Te earl of Strafford aſſerted, that, as 

the war with Spain had been undertaken 

without any neceſſity or juſt provocation. iſo 
the peace was concluded without any benefit 
or advantage: that, contrary to. the law of 
nations, the Spaniſh fleet had been attacked 
without any declaration of war, even while 

a Britiſn miniſter, and a ſecretaty of ſtate, 

exe treating amicably at Madrid: and, chat, 
as the manner of beginning the war ſeemed 
altogether unjuſtiable, ſo neither could the 
war itfelf be eafily reconciled with. found 
politics, ſince it interrupted one of the moſt 

-£ 85 Rs valuable 
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valuable branches of the Engliſh commerce, 
at a time when the nation groaned under the 
Preſſure of heavy debts, occaſioned by a for- 
Mer — — expenſive war. He therefore 
moved for” an addreſs to his majeſty, defir- 
ing that the inſtructions to Sir George Byng, 
now lord Torrington, ſhould: be laid before 
the houſe.” This motion was likewiſe re- 
jected ; and a proteſt entered by the lords in 
the oppoſition. Nevertheleſs the houſe vot- 
ed an addreſs, to know in what manner the 
king had diſpoſed of the ſhips taken from 
the Spaniards,  —- . 
The bill for preventing infection was alſo 
the occafion of ſome diſpute. Earl Cowper 
repreſented, that the removal of perſons to a 
Lazaret, or Peſt-houſe, by the order of the 
government, and the drawing lines and 
trenches round places infected, were powers 
unknown to the Britiſh conſtitution, incon- 
ſiſtent with the lenity of a free government, 
and ſach-as could never be wiſely or uſefully 
put in practice; and the more odious be- 
cauſe they ſeemed to be copied from the ar- 
bitrary government of France, and could 
never be executed but by military force. 
Theſe obnoxious clauſes were accordingly 
repealed, though not without à violent op- 
tion. | , g | 
Lag Indeed 
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Indeed, in this particular, thereart's:na- 
tions of liberty ſeem rather to have been 
ſomewhat. romantic and chimerical; for, if 

meaſures may not be taken to prevent the 
ſpreading of ſuch a dreadful contagion, then 
there is an end of all regular goverament. 

FTbe Engliſh, having lately built ſome ſhips 

for the French, complaint of this matter 
was made in the houſe of lords, where it 
was alledged, that the practice of building 
ſhips for foreignets might be attended with 
very ill and dangerous. rooſequences 3, for 
as ſuch foreigners, though at preſent in a- 
ity with gs, might yet, at one time or o- 
ther, become our. enemies, they would, in 
ſuch a caſe, make uſe of thoſe very ſhips to 
fight againſt us: that, beſides this general 
conſideration, the preſent ſcarcity of timber 
in England. made ſuch a practice the more 
unjuſtifiable, - eſpecially, if it was remem- 
red, that a. great number of ſhips had 
lately been built far the French, ſome of 
them of fixty, and others of ſeventy guns. 
| : T9 PIR n 1 re was 
ng Jaw in being to binder any ſhip · carpen- 
= from — — for any one that — 
employ him: that the French indeed, though 
now in amity with us, might one day be our 
enemies; but yet, if they built not ſach 
hips here as they happened to want, wy 
might 
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might have them built in Holland or at 
Hamhurgh ; and it could not be denied. 
that is was better for the Engliſh to get this 
money, than ſuffer it to go to other nations: 
that, were it in our power, indeed, to hin- 
der the French from building ſhips at all, it 
would be prudent to do it; but; ſince they 
eguldihave them in other places, the probhi- 
bizing them to purchaſe ſhips here, would 
be "rather detrimental- than advantageous to 
the ae. ug 
Alter theſe and ſome other ſpeeches, the 
houſe agreed to conſult the judges, all of 
whom; except baron Montague, (who defired 
longer time to conſider) declared; that they 
knewlof no law, by which the king was em- 
pd wered to hinder any of his ſubjects from 
ilding ſhips for: any: perſons, whether na- 
tives or foreigners, that would employ them. 
Earl Cowper ſaid, that if there was no ſuch 
law, it was higb time there ſhould be one; 
to put a flop to ſuch peruĩcious practices for 
the ſuture. He therefore moved, that the 
judges might be ordered to bring a bill for 
that purpoſe. But, aſter ſome diſputes a+ 
bout the nature of the bill, the conſideration 
. of:it-- was -poliponed, and never after re» 
ſumed. i330 S059 n 2 
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The Quakers preſented a petition to the 
bouſe of commons, ing, that a bill 
might be brought in, — in' their 
ſolemn afirmation, the words, In the pre · 
** ſence of Almighty God; the houſe com- 
plied with their requeſt: but the bill gave 
riſe to a watm debate among the peers. Dr. 
Atterbury, biſhop of Rocheſter, ſaid, he 
did not fee g a diſtinguiſhing mark 
of indulgence ſhould. be ſhewn to a ſet of 
propy who were hardly Chriſtians. 
e was ſupported by the earl of Strafford, 

the lord North and Grey, and the archbt- 
ſhop of Vork; which laſt delivered a'pe- 
tion from the London clergy,” repreſenting, 
that, as the bill might, in its conſequences, 
nearly affect the property of the ſubject in 
general, ſo would it, in an eſpecial manner, 
endanger the maintenance of the clergy by 
tithes, inaſmuch as the people, calledQuakers, 
pretend o deny the payment of this tax, 
upon a principle of conſcience; and, there- 
fore, might be under ſtrong temptations / to 
eaſe their conſciences in that reſpect, by vio- 
lating them in another, when their ſimple 
affirmation, in behalf of friends of the fame 
perſuaſion, ſhould paſs in all courts of judica- 
tyre, as legal evidence: that, moreover, 
the bill ſeemed to imply, that juſtice might 
be duly adminiſtred, and government ſup- 


ported, 


GG on I. 229 
* without the intervention of any ſo» 
lemn _ to God, as a witneſs of the 

. 8 of what was ſaid, in all caſes of great 

importance to the common-weal ; whereas 

the petitioners were Airmiy uaded, that 
an oath wis inſtituted by God himſelf, as 
the ſureft bond of fidelity among men, and 
| "had been efleemed and found to be ſuch, by 
the wiſdom and experience of all nations in 
the. world: that, nevertheleſs, what chiefl 
moved the petitioners to apply to their lord- 

__ hips, was their ſerious concern, left the 

minds of good men ſhonld-be grieved and 

wounded; and the enemies of Chriftianity 
triumph, when they ſhould ſee ſuch conde- 
ſeenſion ſhewn by a Chriſtian legiſlature, to 
a ſet of men, who renounce the divine infti- 
tutions of Chriſt ; particularly that, by which 
the faithful are initiated into his religion, 
and denominated Chriſtians : and that, Foal: 
ly, it deſerved their lordſhips moſt mature 

1 whether ſuch an extraordinary 

indulgence granted to a people already, as 

was conceived, too numerous, might not 
contribute to multiply that ſe, and tempt 
many perſons to profeſs themſelves Quakers, 
in order to be exempted from the obligation 
of oaths, and enjoy a privilege not allowed 
to the beſt Chriſtians in the kingdom. This 
petition, coming from the London clergy, 

Vor. XXXIV. U ought 
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bt, regularly, to have deen-preſented 
A hoof that dioceſe, or th 
of Canterbury; and could not, with "any. 
iety; be delivered by the archbiſhop of 
'ork.,: the reading of 3 Sir ot 2 1% 
jected by a great mj r ET T5 
As — oteſting had, of 
beeu very much abuſed, the houſe ele 
agreeable to a motion made by the "of 
Sunderland, that fuch-lordg''as mi 1 
proteſtations wĩth reaſons, ſhould d 
fore two o'clock: on the next fittiog 40 and 
fign them before the houſe riſes, * 

The ſupplies granted; and the ds 
ſineſs of the ſeſſion fied; the Ling came 
on the ſevepth day of March, to cht hog 
of: peers,/ where, in a ſhort ſpeech, he bb 
ſceved, that he could not. in juſtice, dem 
with this parliament, without returni 
his ſinceroſt thanks for their ſteady 
late: ad berence; to his perſon and -# 1 
ment, and to the intereſt of the Protellznt 
cauſe, both at home and abroad; that the 
enemies of. their country had bore the 
itrongeſt and moſt honourable teſtimony to 
their behaviour in theſe particulars, by the 
implacable malice, which ref hed; on aff 
occaſions, er preſſed againſt them: that the 
parliament could not fail to be leaüblel that 
n * at this Wit Fan re- 
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wiring, with the: greateſt induſtry, che ſame 
wicked arts of calumny and defamation, 
which..they.- bad formerly practiſed, and 
whieh had ener been the .conftent prelude to 
public croubles and diſturhances; and, ſuch 
was their infatustion, that they flattered 
themſeives the groſſeſt miſrepreſentations 
would turn to their ad vantage, and give tbem 
an opportuaĩ ty of recommending [themſelves 
to We . of his peo - 
ple ; but he had fo juſt a :onfidence in the 

Feftions of his ſubjects, and in their regard 
or their own welfare, that he was'perſuaded 
they would not ſuſſer thethſtives to be de- 
cewed and betrayed to their on deſlruction: 
that, for his own part, as the preſervation 
4 the canſtitytion in church and fate ſnould 

ways be his chief care, he wes firmly de- 
term ined to continue to eoumte nance ſuch; 
as had manfeſted their eat and attachment 
to the preſent effabliſtment, and their. re- 
$ard ſor the civil; and religious. liberties. of 

1 his fubjes ; and be queſtioned-not, but 
tagt behaviour, which had fo juſlly recom- 
mended them to him, would efeQtually. ſe- 
eure te chem the good will of all who wiſh. 
ed well to his government, and would con- 
vince the world how ill grounded were the 


I. 
— 
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expectations of thofe, who hoped to prevai} 
with a Wannen A to give up 
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their religion and liberties to ſuch as were 
inveterate enemies to bot ng. 
After this ſpeech the parliament was pro- 
rogued to the fifteenth day of March: Vee: 
before that period, it was diſſolved by pro- 
clamation, and writs. were iſſued for con- 
voking another. In the new elections, the 
_ two parties exerted themſelves with unwea- 
ried diligence ; but the Whigs, by their ſu- 
E intereſt, eaſily gained an inconteſta- 
majority. * 2 f | 4 1 C 
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of April, after having incurred a great load of popular 
odium, from his ſuppoſed connexions with the direc - 
| tors of the South; ſea company. He was a minifter of 
abilities, but raſh, headftrong, and impetuous. He was fur- 
vived but a few weeks by his father-in-law, the duke of 
Marlborough, who died on the fixteenth day of, June, 
and was interred with great funeral pomp in Weſftmin- 
ſter-Abbey. The character of this nobleman may be 
but learned from the | hiſtory of his actions, "which 
make too conſiderable a figure in the mate hiſtory, 
either to need or admit of particular recapitulation, 
The cloſe of the preceding year was diſtinguiſhed by 
wha e, e by Liza Meng nor gens 
epitaph, C mien, zu not ; 
orthodox, is ſo curious Ac 4 va: a place in this hib- 
tory, It was expreſſed in the e b 
Pro Sæpe, Republics ſemper z ius non 
wands Bos. 2 mor ior. Chriſ- 
tum weneror. In Deo lerne ac omnipetente. 
BMS EnTIUM MISERERE MEL! 
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The ſalpicions which the king had inti- 
mated,” in his ſpeech to the parliament, ſoon. 
appeared to be too well fonnded. The diſ- 

contents raifed by the South, ſea ſcheme, 

had inſpired che Jacobites with ſuch ſanguine 
bopes, that, though unable to procute the 
aſſiſtance of any foreign power, they reſolyv- 
ed, once more, to attempt, by their own 
ſtrengtk, their favourite deſign of advancing 
the pretender to the throne of Great Bti- 
Ina the beginning of May, his majeſty re- 
ceived, from the duke of Orleans, full and 
certain information of a freſh conſpiracy. 
againſt his perſon, and government. A cam 
was immediately formed in Hyde Park. A 
military officers were ordered to repair to 
_ their. reſpeftive commands. Lieutenant- 
genera; Maccartney was diſpatched to Ireland 
to bring over ſome troops from that king- 
dom. Some ſuſpected perſons were appre- 
hended in Scotland: the States of Holland 
were deſired to have their auxiliary or guaran · 
ty troops in readineſs, in caſe of neceflity ; 
and colonel Churchill was ſent to the court of 
France with a ſecret commiſhon, 


About the fame time died Matthew Prior the poet, 


for whom a monument was erected in Weſtminfter- 
Abbey. 
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{be op rehenfions, raiſed by. A . 
in fol N the public. 
South 4x ſock beg bp 385 and the tf 
rous and dilafeftied made 4 ran upon 4 
Hank. The lord Towaſe Fel vrote a jetter 
to the mayor of, London, y the king's com- 
mand, e 555 With his Hajeſtys 
baving recc r N . and ung enable 
advices, tha veral. of his ſubje had eh. 
rered” 3 wicked conſpiracy, in concert 
why ah s abroad, for raiſing a Waun 
in ſaypur of a Popiſh. pretender ; but, he 
was firmly affured, 55 authors. of it neither | 
were, nor weuld ke ſupported by op. fo ms. 
ower ;_ and Expreſſing. his ho 

ordthip would, in conjunction with Ks other 
magillrates of London, exert his 4 gn 4 

at ſo f important a conjunctüre, for the 

ſervation of the public peace, and the 
rity of the city, This letter was ate. * 
ly anſwered by a very warm and affectionate 
addreſs from the court of aldermen, who. 
expreſſed their utter abhorrence and deteſta - 
tion of the treacherous defigns of the diſaf - 
: fefted; ; and the example of London was follows 
ed by many other cities and boroughs, The 
king had determined to viſit Hanover, and 
actually ſettled a regency, in which the 
Prince of Wales was not included but now 
this . journey was, poſtponed: the 
caurt 
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cout was removed" to Keufnzton; and the 
printe af Wales retired to Richmond. : 
The biſhop'of Rbthellet having been ſeized 
Wich his papers, was exatvined before 2 com-. 
mittet 0 „ hd rommitted 
Mm te the Tower for kfgh-treaſon. The 
euro "Orrery, With his ſecretaty, the lord 
North and Grey, Mr. Cockrau and Mr. 
Smith from Scotland, Mr. Layer and Mr.” 
Sayer, two gentlemen of the Take were 
confined in the ſame place. Mr. George 
Kelly, an Triſh clergymen, Mt. Robert 
Cotton” of Huttingdonfhite, My. Biogley, 
Mr. Fleetwood, Neyrioe, an Triſh prieſt, anc 
ſeveraborher perfons were raken into cuſſo- 
dy: aud Mr. Shippen's houſe was ſearched.” 
After biſhop Atterbury had remained a, 
fortnight in the Tower, Sir Conltaniine 
Phipps preſented a petition to the court at 
the Old Bailey, in the'name of Mrs. Mor- 
rice, that prelate's daughter, praying, that, 
in conſideration of the biſhop's ill flate of 
health, he might either be brought to a 
ſpeedy trial, bailed, or diſcharged : but 
this was rejected, as were likewiſe two 
other petitions in fayour of Cochran and Kelly. 
The impriſonment of a biſhop afforded a 
fire handle to the Jacobites, Who did not 
fail to improve it, with great irduſſre, in 
iaflamiug the jealouſies and diſcontents 4 
Thr INES. 2 
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the people. The high - flying clergyexclaimed. 
againſt it as an outrage Nr the church, 
and the epiſcopal order; and they had, . 
the aſſurance to offer up prayers. for the bi-, 
ſhop's health, in ſeveral of the churches and. 
chapels of London. In the mean time, the 
king, attended by the prince of Wales, 
made a ſummer-progreſs through the weſtern” 
counties... -+--- 8 88 
© The new parliament being aſſembled, on 
the ninth day of October, the king, in his 
ſpeech. to both houſes, told them, that he 
was extremely ſorry to find himſelf obliged, 
at the openiſig of the firſt ſeſſion, to acquaint 
them, that a dangerous conſpiracy had been 
for ſome time formed, and was ftill carrying, 
on againſt his perſon and government, in 
favour of a Popiſh pretender ;. that the. 
diſcoveries he "had made at home, the 
informations he had received from a- 
broad, had given him the moſt ample and 
concurrent proofs of this wicked deſign: 
that the conſpirators had, by their emiſfaries, 
made the ſtrongeſt inſtances for ſuccours 
from foreign powers, but were diſappointed. 
in their expectations: that, . nevertheleſs, 
beet in their numbers, and, not diſ- 
couraged by their former ill ſucceſs, they 
had reſolved once more, upon. their own 
ſtrength, to attempt the ſabverſion of his go- 
„ 17” - yernment: 


880 0E I, 237 
verument: that, with this view, they had 
provided conſiderable ſums of money, en- 
— gaged reat numbers of officers from a , 

echt we quantities of arms and ammu- 

nition, and thought themſelves ſo well pre · 
pared,” that, had not the plot been timely 
diſcovered; the whole nation, and particu 
larly the city of London, would have been 
involved in blood and confuſion: that, had 
he, fince his acceſſion to the throne, made 
any innovation in the eſtabliſhed religion; 
had he, in any one inſtance, invaded the li - 
berty and property of his ſubjects; he ſhould 
the leis wonder at any endeavours: to alienate 
the affections of his people, and draw them 
into meaſures,” which could end in nothing 
2 — own —— - ot — endeavour 
to perſuade a free people, in ſull enjoyment 
of all that was — and valuable to them, 
to exchange freedom for ſlavery, the Pro- 
teſtant religion for Popery, and to ſacrifice 
at once the price of ſo much blood and trea- 
ſare; as had been ſpent in defence of the 
nt eftabliſhment, ſeemed ſuch a degree 

of infatuation, as could hardly be reconciled 
with + found” reaſon or common ſenſe : that, 
how vain and unſucceſsful ſoever theſe deſ- 
te projects might prove in the end, they 
Lad, at preſent, ſo far produced the defired 
| effect, 
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, 85 to creatd Shell den dn dilidatice 
in the minds of his people; 3 :his 


enemies endeavoured - 1 2 rove to thair 
own advantage ening plots, 
they firſt Giminihed | the Ls of 
ty'that was d in the public ſunde, add 


then complained: of the law fate of credit 
they made an increaſe of the national * 
pry neceſfary, and then clamoured at the 
urden of : taxes, and endeavoured. to im: 
pute to bis government, as grievances, the 
miſchiefs and calamities of which themielves 
alone were the occaſion :- that there was no 
thing he ay earneſtly. defired, than t 
fee the public T leſſened, and the 
great national debt pat in a way of 
N reduced aud diſcharged, with 
regard to tary faith ; and 4 
more favourable oppprtunity could never 
bave been — than the preſent! pro» 
found peace, 1 — now enjoyed 
with its neighbours; but public credit 
would always lzapuiſh under daily alarms 
and apprebenſions of danger; nor eouldrit 
ever be fixed upon a ſolid and laſing foune ' 
dation, till the cauſe of this national hide 
mity was entirely removed: that he reed , 
not tell them, of what infinite conſequence - 
it was to the peace 2 5 of the 


kingdom, 


1 


ae e 
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kingdorfi; that this parliament ſhould, upon 
ths elder occaſion, exert themſelves Tith 
more than ordinary zeal and vigour : that an 
entite unſon among all, who ncerely wiſh- 
eck Wel eo tbe preſent clablittment,- was 
now become abſolutely neceſſary ; the ene- 
mies of the public had too long taken ad- 
vantage of their differences and diſſentions : 


but he hoped, they would now let it be 


known, that the ſpirit of Popery, which 
breathed nothing but deſtruction to the civil 
and religious rights of a Proteſtant church 
and kingdom, had not ſo far poſſeſſed his 
people, as ts make them ripe for ſuch a 
. Fatal change: he hoped they would let the 
wathd fees that the general diſpoſition of the 
nation was no temptation to foreign enemies 
to invade it, nor any encouragement. to 
domeſtic enemies to Kindle a civil war in 
the bowels of their country : that their own 
intereſt and welfare called upon them to de- 
fend themſelves ; for his own part, he ſhould 
wholly rely upon the divine protection, the 
ſuppoxt of his parliament, and the affecti- 


ons of his people, which he ſhould endea- 
vour to preſerve by ſleadily adheting to the 


conflitution in church and ſlate, and conti- 
nulng to make the laws of the realm the 


rule and meaſure of his actions. 
Both 


r 
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© "Both houſes reſented addreſſes ag 
the higheſt indi n againſt the authors 
"and abettors of the preſent conſpiracy, and 
containing aſſurances, that they would chear- 
tally hazard their lives and fortunes-in de- 
fence. of his majeſty's ' perſon. and govern» 
ment CRY e e 
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